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cy CHAPTER I. 

Connection of Turkey and Poland. — On the Dardanelles de» 
' pends the Existence of both* — Weakness of Russia there. — 
^ Strength eUewhere^^Concert of England and France with 
Rueeiot in undermining Turkeif, — Connection of Greek Re» 
K voU with the War of 1828-9. — Position taken by Rueeia^ 
S 1821. — Ultimatum and Withdrawal of her Ambassador.-— 
Answer of the Porte. — Declaration of War in 1828. — 
Declares Turkey detached from Europe; yet guaranteee 
the fulfilment of the Treaty of ^th July^—Poeeettion of the 
Dardanelles, neceseary to the tranjuHHty and internal de» 
velopment of Russia* 



A PEOPLE, great by its numbers, its martial spirit, 

% and its disasters, has at length sunk under the 
arms of Hussia. If a Dation can die, Poland has 
^ descended to the tomb ; whether or not a day of 
*^ resurrection is reserved for it in other times, — it is, 
^ now, dead to those motives which interest one 
« state in the preservation of another ; its space is 
void in the political map of Europe ; its place is 

^r(p 660951 
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empty at her council tables. The relative position 
of the other members has been violently deranged ; 
but, though evidently not insensible to its effects, 
they have accepted, without an effort to prevent, 
the catastrbphe. 

How did it happen that the two first nations in 
the world, in a state of peace and of closest union, 
should suffer the incorporation with Russia of any 
people whatever, whether guaranteed by treaties 
or not — ^far less of that people universally recog- 
nised the bulwark of Europe against the organised 
overflow of the Sclavonic hordes? How could 
such great political interests be overlooked ? How 
could the very cry of humanity be stifled ? The 
difficulty, the apparently overwhelming difficulty, 
of the enterprise, made them turn away their eyes 
from interests that appeared too seriously compro- 
mised to be worth vindicating, and silenced the 
sympathies it was unworthy of them to avow in 
vain. Poland was only to be supported by a war 
with the three northern powers. Its extinction 
was, therefore, not a political necessity, that called 
for instantaneous decision; it was a calamity, 
lamentable, but irreparable. It became even 
generous to silence, in favour of suffering huma- 
nity, the voice of national interest ; and a Frendi 
minister had the satisfaction, at length, of pro- 
claiming, in a French Chamber, that order was 
** restored at Warsaw." Bui the northern league, 
sufficiently powerful to compass the overthrow of 
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Polaad, is now strengthened by the vast acquisi- 
tion, and by the moral preponderance resulting 
from success. The struggle is inevitable, unless 
one party or the other sacrifices its interest, and 
submits without a struggle to the consequences of 
defeat. Europe is converted into two hostile 
camps; their last resources are unreservedly ex- 
pended in preparatives that indicate the deter- 
mination of a speedy rupture, which their pressure 
must hasten. Where then is the arena to be 
opened? Where are those bristled lines to be 
assailed ? Who is to be the aggressor ? 

Russia herself has offered, in this dilemma, a 
solution that glares in the eyes of Europe, in the 
violenice with which she extorted from Turkey the 
Treaty of the 8th of July, which ensured, as far 
as diplomatic bonds could ensure, the closing of 
the mails over the only vulnerable and the most 
vital part of her gigantic body. 

The impulse of France, when the most trifling 
succour would have saved Poland, was arrested 
by the objection, that her armies must pass over 
the body of Germany. Did France not know 
that she could cast her shadow over the sea? 
Had she no chart of the Euxine — ^no thought of 
Turkey? No memory of their common and 
historic hostility to the destroyer of Poland ? 

Is the substance of Turkey, too, to be added to 
the growth of Russia? Is the Mammoth of the 
Sarmatian plains to become the Leviathan of the 
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Hesperian seas ? Is another victim to be sacri- 
ficed within so short a space of time on the same 
altar; and because the same trifling succour is 
again withheld ? Are the remains of Turkey to be 
laid on the tomb of Poland, to exclude every ray 
of hope, and render its doom irrevocable? 

It is by the Dardanelles that we must reach the 
heart of the Ottoman empire ; it is from the Bos- 
phorus that our fleets must issue, to arrest the 
invader. Invigorate Turkey, you not only save 
her, but repair the disaster her \\reakness alone has 
brought about*. The existence of Poland is bound 
to that of Turkey. One hand of iron is laid on 
both ; unlock that withering grasp, and both start 
simultaneously to life. The Dardanelles are the 
key to hoth ; both are to be secured by their pos- 
session, or sacrificed by their loss. 

When some arrangement in the peninsula, some 
protocol in Belgium thwarts her views, when any 
difficulty arises in the Spanish and Belgian settle- 
ments, difficulties created by herself to occupy us 
elsewhere and divert our attention from Turkey, 

* The testimony contemporary with the partition of Poland 
18 unequivocal, as to the comiectiou between Poland and Tur- 
Jlcj. The auccesafttl termination of the Russian war against 
the Turks, in 1774, caused tlie partition. ** But the &te of 
" Poland," says Coxe, like that of its vassal, the Duke of 
•* Courland, must ultimately depend on the event of the pre- 
" sent war between Russia and the Turks." 

Northern Tour, VoL L, p. 17S. 
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Ru8«a thunders mienaces and insults from her 

organs in the German press ; parades the greatness 
of her power, the number of her troops* the vast- 
ness of her territory, the strength of her alliances 
and position ; because, here, she opposes an empire, 
a military monarchy, and the whole German fede- 
ration, to her enemy's attack. But let the Ottoman 
question be only hinted at — let but a squadron 
hover near the sensitive part, that haughty power 
is instantly on her knees ; protestations, explana- 
tions, declarations of magnanimity, of loyalty, and 
charity, are sent abroad, to conjure the storm; 
here she feels how little is sufficient to reanimate 
her old Ottoman foe — ^to unite the now divided 
and hostile parts of that empire— to rally its 
repressed energies — to arouse its smothered ven- 
geance — to detach from her, her subservient allies 
— ^to bring the war, not to her door, but on her 
hearth; to concentrate on her single head the 
chances of a war, from which, bursting in the west, 
she was entirely sheltered. The difierence of her 
language in both cases characterises the difference 
of danger. In the first, Russia is entrenched 
behind the armies of Germany, which she will ever 
rejoice to see engaged in an exhausting struggle. 
If they are overpowered, she has the entrenchment 
of her latitude, her deserts, and her snows. In 
the other, she is placed on the first rank; she 
stands there alone, without shelter, without defen- 
sive armour; and the point of the hostile sword is 
at her breast. 
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Such is the question we pro|)ose to examine. 
The contingencj can only arise, the right only be 
acquired, or rather the necessity imposed, of 
resorting to those final measures, by the positive 
Jiostility of Russia, and th^ immediate danger of 
Turkey. It is necessary, first, to examine the rela- 
tions of these two empires to each other, in the 
dispassionate manner that so impressive a question 
demands, and with as much succinctness as one so 
extensive will admit ; nor will we be betrayed one 
step beyond the conclusions to which our own 
imperative and palpable interests lead, either by 
regard to her real weakness to the use she makes 
of her power and influence, or by resentment for 
h^r hostility to ourselves. 

It is ten years of continuous disastei^s, occasioned 
or exasperated by the hostility, open or disguised, 
of Russia, and the errors of France and England, 
that have reduced the existence of Turkey to a 
diplomatic decision between the courts of Europe. 
Here a most important consideration meets us, on 
the very threshold of the question. These errors 
of our cabinets, have they not entirely resulted 
from confidence in the declarations and engage- 
ments of Russia ? Therefore it i$, that our measures 
or inaction have become errors. The misfortunes 
for Turkey, the danger for ourselves, follow ; not 
becausfe there was a contest of dujdicity between 
us and Russia, in which we were worsted, but be- 
cause we treated Russia as a civilised nation, and 
as an European government. 
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The independence of Tuikey has been under^ 
mined by her, under the mask of common objectSy 

common measures, and formal alliance with the 
two cabmets most interested, and which may soon 
be under the necessity of recurring to the last 
resort in its support ; by an unparalleled combina* 
tion of suooessftil delusions, she not only has yefled 
from them her motives and her acts, but has called 
in the aid of their armies and fleets, and the whole 
weight of their moral support, for the furtherance 
of her designs. 

Are the stipulations subsequently exacted vio- 
lations of the previous contract ? Are they blows 
levelled at the interests which motived that con- 
tract ? It may be absurd to ask the question ; but 
Europe has not been accustomed, yet, to see faith 
broken with impunity with great European powers. 
It has not been accustomed to see the interests 
that touch nearest to the political existence of 
England and France, trampled on and insulted by 
any power whatever. It has not yet learnt that 
4he will of the Czar of Muscovy is law in Europe ; 
md yet there is no means of avoiding these conclu- 
sions, other, than by supposing that England and 
France have exacted no pledge from Russia, and 
that they have no interest in Turkey. 

But let us take the question such as Russia, at 
this very hour, presents it. She declares loudly, 
unequivocally, that she has no design on Turkey ; 
and that she has every interest and every wish to 
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maintain the integrity and independence of Tur- 
key. Let us examine, therefore, in detail, how 
that independence has been affected by her acts, 
and by the acts into which she has betrayed Eng- 
land and France ; and if, in the inquiry, we dis- 
cover these acts to be in opposition to her words, 
her motives in contradiction*with her declarations, 
we may legitimately infer, that she entertains 
different opinions from us respecting her own 
strength; that she perceives her objects are, as 
yet, only to be attained by the most impenetrable 
mystery and delusion. The obligation of so 
immense a responsibility to their nation, their 
predecessors, and posterity, may account for the 
£mperor, the Ministers, and £nvoys of Russia, 
condescending to have recourse to means, not 
only unworthy of men of personal honour and 
character, and filling such prominent stations in 
society, but (excepting, always, this hard neces- 
sity) disgraceful to men sunk to a low level of 
moral depravity. 

The Greek revolt, parent of the actual pros- 
tration of Turkey, is the most important chapter 
of this mighly scheme. That revolt has pro- 
duced all the fruits which Russia expected from 
it ; but it has produced others, on which she did 
not calculate ; which we never could have most 
remotely anticipated, far less devised^. But that 

* We mean docility of the Turkish mind, reformation of 
the abuses of the government, and a conviction of the ne» 
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€tAs revdit, as the two others that preceded it, was 

the handwork of Russia, is a truism too trite to 
bear repetition. 

We must consecrate a few pages to the con- 
nection between that revolt and the Treaty of 
Adrianople. We shall jud^ Russia from her own 
mouth. Her first document of importance is the 
the note of Baron Strogouoff, of July 18, IS21. 
A paper so ably drawn up, as almost to make one 
feel gratified in the success of talents worthy a 
better cause. But what must the feelings of a 
Russian be? What the spirit and enthusiasm 
which must animate the meanest agents of a 
system directed to such mighty objects, so admi- 
rably conducted, and so eminently successful ? 
But these documents should be studied at length, 
and with a full acquaintance with the subject, to 
comprehend their insidiousness, and their moral 
effect on both Turks and Greeks, and on the 
feelings of Europe, thus prepared for the positive 
hostility of the great powers against the Porte, 
which it was their object to produce, and which, 
consequently, was brought about*. 

cessity'of associating its interests, and concerting its plans 
and policy with those European nations, the interests of which ^ 
are injured by the progress of Russia. 

* This 18 the second time that Ratsia has made the natural 
allies of her prey plange, themselves, the knife into its heart. 
The judicious Turkish historian, Vasiff Eflfendi, has this 
remarkable passage. In these circumstances, the King 



Digitized by Gopglc 



10 ENGLAND, FBANCE, 

** Russia saw, in the eonsemation of the Turkish 
** government, an additional means of consolidating 

the peace of Europe. It was therefore her duty 
** to condemn every enterprise which could corn* 
" promise the existence of this government. It 

was her duty, moreover, as a power always 
" loyal, always disinterested in her relations with 
^ a state, which, for five years, she had unceas- 

ingly urged to surround itself with the guaran- 
" tetes of a i*eligious observance of Treaties, and 

the absence of every Motive of discussion. But 
^ Russia did more ; she offered to the Porte a co- 

operation, Jranchement amiccde, the qfficacy <^ 
** wiiek eomld not be dtmhtfid.** 
. The passages in italics convey hints and threats 
very exasperating to the Porte, but the drift of 
which might escape the penetration of an English 
reader. 

^* died, and the Republic was soon a prey to internal convul« 
sions ; tlie Russians took care to foment them ; they even 

•* seduced a faction of the Poles, and had the art to make 
*' themselves be called in by them. I'he Porte sought, by 
** every means, to warn the Republic against these deceitful 
** appearances of firiendsbip ; she pointed out Russia's pro- 
** jects of aggrandisement, and entreated them to be on their 
*' guard against so dangerous an ally/' A few pages after- 
wards, we find that the Porte, in consequence of the offensive 
and defensive treaty between Russia and Poland " was exas- 
perated to such a degree, as to declare war against the 
" Republic' 
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. It. is .with, the most lively regret, that Russia 
sees that her propositions have not been appre- 
dated by the .Sublime Porte ; that the Turkish 

*^ Government appeared not to conceive the im- 

" portance of appeasing these troubles, and pre- 
venting their recurrence ; and that by the system 
it adopted, it was about to exdte, in favour of 
men who had attacked its authority, sentiments 
which all people revere ; sentiments of rdigion, 

** of humanity, of patriotism, of interest, ins{nred 

" by a nation reduced to despair. 
" The Sublime Porte may easily explain to 

** itself the consequences of such a system. // will 
Jind iUeff fotceidly* in spite ^of the most bene- 
volent intentions of the powers of Europe, m a 

** state of hostility with the christian world. 

Now, in the first .places if the disorders, of 

** which the undersigned has been forced to retrace 

" the afflicting picture, are to continue, or cannot 

" tee of peace ? in the duration of the Ottoman 
" empire, would see itself moaner or later9 

ioaecimpli^hikai which command — her insulted 
religion, her infringed treaties, her co-religioa- 











• 



. " Au reste, — the Ottoman ministry must have 
already judged, by the unanimity of the repre- 
s^ntiitions that have been made to it, that the 

cause which Russia pleads is an European 

" CAUSE." 

But this note is something more than the ex« 
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pression of a deep and philanthropic interest — 
something more than the proffer of counsel and 

aid to the Porte. Russia's benevolence goes fur- 
ther ; for, apprehending the blindness of the Porte 
to her own interest, this note becomes an ultima-- 
tunin . Accept my advice, says Russia, or the ac- 
complishment instantaneously of that which other- 
wise, " sooner or later," I shall have to accomplish. 
If, in eight days, the Porte did not exhauce tous 
<^ les vceux et realise toutes les esperances de sa Ma- 
** jeste Imperiale," she was to be cut off from all 
communications with Russia ; the minister was to 
retire ; and in this declaration of war, he was the 
advocate of Christianity and of all Europe, and 
threatened the empire with invasion while revolt 
was kindled in its provinces, and hatred and dis- 
trust inspired into its councils against the only 
well-intentioned but ignorant allies who could 
support it. To such a pitch was this unheard-of 
violence pushed, that after fixing eight days for 
the answer, it was absolutely rejected, on the pre- 
tence of the term being expired. The simple 
Turkish detail of this singular transaction deserves 
certainly as much attention as the Russian rhetoric. 

Howsoever contrary the fixation of such a 
^ term, to the rules established between two courts, 
*^ still the Sublime Porte took to heart to conform 
** to it. Effectively, the eighth day being finished; 
** preparation was made to transmit the answer 
** on the next day, and the dragomans of Russia 
were sent for, to convey it to the minister. The 
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" dragomans alleged some pretext, and intimated 
** that they wotild come for it the day after. They 
** did present themselves at the Reis-Effendi's, and 

declared that, the term of eight days having 
** expired, the minister could not receive the 
** answer of the Sublime Porte." This is what 
Russia calls renderiDg to the Porte the last 

service she owed it,** and in doing which, the 

Emperor believes he has fulfilled all his duties 

jusqu'un scruple* i" 

Before dismissing this document, we must ex- 
tract from it a passage eminently edifying, as 
proving the interest which a mighty government, 
in the midst of the cares attached to its dominion, 
finds time to take in the fate of 500,000 subjects 
of a foreign power. Public acts devote to punish- 

ment and to death a people thiU had hitherto 

* It is singular, that the rupture thus brought about, was 
justified chiefly on the Turkish government not withdrawing 
iu troops from the provinces; from the very provinces that 
had been the focus of the insurrection which Russia had 
offered her troops to suppress ! This was called a violation 
of the treaty of Bucharest; whilst Russia withheld not from 
subject princes, but from Turkey, the fortresses of Anapa, 
Potiy &c. the surrender of which was stipulated in that 
treaty. Those who wish to know how the English 
Ambassador did make known to the Divan> the * pens^' 
** of the Emperor," will find it m Lord Strangford's notes, 
and the Porte's answer ; especially an admirable one of 
February 1822. It is well that we should know how active 
we ourselves have been in wounding Turkey. 
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" been protected ! by positive stipulations and a re- 

spect tadty but indispensable for the otber people 
** of Europe. It would be superfluous to cite all the 

stipulations of His Highness, which attest the 

exactitude of this assertion. That which is too 
" certain is, that not only the authors of these dis- 

orders, but the Greek nation en masse, and the 
" sources of its existence and reproduction, are 
** attacked by the measures taken by the court of 
** Cbnstantinopie." 

Deep conviction must have surely spoken in 
these energetic expressions — benevolence and 
humanity must be the presiding genii in her 
councils — and late events in Poland a dream. 

It is not for the idle purpdse of criminating 
Russia that we quote these passages, but with 
the serious and practical object of proving, by her 
fears, her weakness; the sole motive which can 
lead her to assume a part otherwise so puerile. ^ 

We certainly will not attempt to analyse the 
Russian declaration of war ; we will merdy extract! 
a few passages. 

His Imperial JViajesty expecting, from the 
** union of tlie three courts, the prompt cessation 

of the war in the east, renounced all insu- 
" lated influence, rejected every idea of exclusive 
** measures in this major question. Under his 

auspices the conferences of Ackermann were 
^* opened; they concluded, in an additional con- 

vention to the Treaty of Bucharest, a convention. 
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•* the clauses of which bear the seal of that 
** calculated moderation which* submitting eveiy 
** demand to the immutable principles of strict 

justice, consults neither the advantages 
** foMm^ the superiority of forces, nor the 

facility of success/' 

In the answer of the Porte» we have a very 
different version, or, at least, an explanation of 

the meaning in Russia, of ''calculated modera- 
« tion * 

" After several meetings, the Russian pleni- 

potentiaries presented, contrary to the con- 
" vention, a separate document, under the name 
** of ultimatum^ demanding that it should be 

approved and- accepted, without alteration. In 
^ vain did the plenipotentiaries of the Sublime 
^ Porte represent how much such a proposition 

was contrary to all diplomatic forms, and to the 
** basis of the conference. " Notre ntissiofi/* 
answered the Russians, a pour unique ol^ei 

defaire dbeolumewi a^epier ceite piece J* The 
Turks finally gave way, in consequence of the 
c^Sdal declaration of the Rusrian pknipotentiaries, 
in the name of their court, ** that Russia would 

in no way interfere with the Greek question. 

This dedaratioB, consigned io tlie ]mtoools on 
** both sides, appeared a pledge of peace and 

friendship between the two empires, for the pre- 

sent and the future. The close of the conference 

was impUpitly motived on the said declaration. 
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And the treaty was concluded, de bonne grace 
" without looking too closely at each of the 
" articles." 

The declaration of war, after expressing the 
r^ret of the Emperor that his sacrifices were never 
appreciated, nor his moderation understood, thus 
continues : — 

However, a war with Turkey involved no 

complication of the relations of Russia and her 
** allies — no compact of guaranteeship — no political 

obligations connected the destinies of the Otto- 
*• man Empire with the reparatory stipulations of 

1814 and 1815, under the shadow of whijch, 

dviUsed and christian Europe reposed from 
** its long discords, and saw its governments 

united by the meinory qf a common glorp*, and 

by a happy identity of principles and intentions." 

How does she forget, in 1828, that in 1821 she 
spoke to Turkey merely as an advocate of the 
christian and European cause ? The Greek revo- 
lution had produced its efi'ect on Europe, and the 
treaty of July had been signed; not indeed a 
treaty of her own making, or of her proposing, 
but one to which she merely adhered, from innate 
horror at the expenditure of human life; and 
gratified the Great Captain of the age, by the 
proof her adhesion afforded, of the influence he 
possessed over her councils. 

^ A warning to France ! 
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Buty Russia, by her state of hostility with the 
Porte, from motives independent of the Treaty 
of July, adheres, and will adhere, to the stipu- 
lations of that Act. The duties it imjiXMes on 
her, the principles on which it is founded, will 
" be — the first, fulhiled with the most scrupulous 
fidelity, — the second, observed without deviation. 
" Her allies will always find her ready to concert 
*' her march with them in the execution of the 
" Treaty of London ; and ever anxious to aid in 
** a work, which her religion, and all the senti- 
inents honourable to humanity, recommend to 
her active solicitude ; always disposed to prq/U 
** by her actual position, only for the purpose of 
accelerating the accomplishment of the clauses 
" of the 6th of July; not to change their nature 
or effects." 

Russia creates the Greek insurrection, denounces 
it to the Porte, and offers to assist in quelling it ; 
then menaces war in consequence of the severe 
measures taken by the Porte — spreads the revolt 
by these menaces, publicly notified by the depar- 
ture of her ambassador, — brings about the hostility, 
between Turkey and Christendom, which she de- 
plores—makes herself be entreated by England to 
enter the alliance, settled by the treaty of July- 
obtains the important advantages of the conven- 
tion of Akermann, by renouncing, in favour of 
Turkey, all further interference in the affairs of 

c 
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Greece* ; is then permitted by her allies to seize 
that inestimaUe moment, when Turkey was appa- 
rently at the last gasp, for making war, so that she 
might bring about the settlement of the affairs of 
Greece. When she has brought about enmity 

' " * In April, Russia signed the protoeol by which she 
engaged to interfere in the effiiirs of Greeoe. In Septem- 
*i ber, she procured the acceptance of the Convention of 

" Akermann, by engaging not to interfere in these affairs. 
" In July, she signed the Treaty of London, renewing the 
engagements of April, with the addition of a determination 
" to use force if necessary : and in October, her admiral, 
*^ acting on the nautkal interpretation of that docnnent, 
" took pert in the batde of Navarino, where the Ottoman 
•* fleet was annihilated, in the midst of profound peace, by 
" the three powers who had so lately concluded a treaty of 
" * peace, mediation and conservation.' Yet a mental reser* 
vation, of which the Porte accused itself in a letter to its 
own subjects, was the only intelligible cause of complaint 
on which Russia could found a pretext for detaching her- 
^ self from her allies, and declaring war upon separate, 
" grounds. 

" After the battle of Navarino and the departure of the 
ambassadors from Constantinople» the Porte did not doubt 
that it was at war with the three powers, and it therefore 
appealed to the patriotiflm of the Turks, and esUed upon 
" them to arm themselves in defence of their country and 
" their religion. At the same time it informed them, not 
" that it had been deceived by Russia, which was the 
'* truth, but, that it had deceived Russia, and had signed the 
Gonventioii of Akermano for the purpose of gaining time,'' 
"-Quarterlif Review, No. CV. p. tSi, t95. Note to Fifth 
Edition* 
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and hostility between Turkej and Europe, she 
diacovm that Turkey is no longer necessary 
to the balance of European power. Generosity 
induces hernot to destroy it. She engages herself . 

not to " profit by the position" in which her allies 
have placed her, to deviate in no way from the 
stipulations (stipulations of mediation, of peaces 
and conservation) of the 6th July. Mediator in 
Greece, she is beUigefent only in Roumelia and 
Anatoly; but she captures vessels in the Archi- 
pelago, and blockades the Dardanelles ; and she 
subsidiws Greece at the same moment, to maintain 
20,000 troops on her frontiers, to paralyse the 
operations of the Turks*. 

Was it for this that Canning devised that ma- 
morable Treaty ? Was it thus that the " influence 

ei Russia in Greece was to be nullified, and her 
^ interfercTice in Turkey prevented ?" In the 

* But theie men, infttead of entering ilie esp0ie4 pn>viaM 
on .tlie border, werb reBtrainecl in an inaction wliolly inconoehr^ 
able to them, and productive of more than one disorder. 
Thessaly and the Pindus were ripe for insurrection, and were 
only reatrained by emiasariea, aent by Capo d'Iatria» conjuring 
tbem, menacing, dureaCening them with the vengeance of all 
Enrope, and pomiaing ultimate deltveranetf, if they did not 

rain themielves, by disturbing the plans of the allies 
using every art and argument to prevent the positive exten- 
sion of the Greek territory, which he seemed so anxious to 
increase in the conferences of Poroa. Greece was large 
enough ter Ruaaia'a immediate objecta — too large already 
for her ftiture onea* 
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execution of a Treaty for the maintenance of 

Turkey you have destroyed the chief means of 
defence for a maritiine capital — ^her fleet* ; you 
have made her believe that your object was her 
destruction; your, ambassadors, have quitted her 
capital. You have, therefore, according to her 
means of judging, formally, as well as practically, 
declared war. What can follow, save " the results 

which the Emperor expects from the blessing of 
^ Him whom justice and a pure conscience have 

never invoked in vainf 

What other government, even the weakest in 
Europe, would venture to urge in diplomatic docu- 
ments, motives of humanity, of philanthropy, or 
religion ? It was reserved for Russia alone to 
pmtitute all that is most sacred, most respectable, 
in the conventional terms of intercourse between 
man and man, to the furtherance of projects, enter- 
tained only on the fidth of the disunion, the 
credulity, and the ignorance of Europe. Yet it 
has hitherto been her fortune to have her words 
believed and her acts n^lected. It has been 

* It Is tiiig(u1ar how Ihoie who have undertaken to be the 
tdvoeates of Bridsh inteiestt in the East, think themaelvei 

bound to vilify and be ignorant of the means by which British 
interests are to be supported; for instance, Colonel Evans 
scoffs at the idea of Turkey being injured by (he destruction 
of her fleet. 

f Condosion of Russian decburation of war, tSch April, 
18S8. 
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reserved for her akme to conciliate the good-will 
and services of all paities^ and of all sects ; and so 
high does she bear herself on oar dissentions* as to 
dare to insult, and to insult with impunity, the 
great powers of Europe, by speaking of the oing- 
" nanimity of the Emperor.** Why is this en* 
dured ? Merely because distant and faint glimpses 
were only caught, at times, of what she was about; 
and no one felt the injury her progress entailed on 
us, or the facilities that existed for restraining 
her. 

** Does any one who is acquainted with the dis- 
" cussions of 1821, and the proceedtngs of Baron 

Strogonoff,^with the terms of the ultimatum he 
** presented — with the rude manner in which he 

rejected the answer of the Porte — and his subse- 
'** quent departure from Constantinople, as the 

Porte truly said, * without a cause'— can any 
^ one, who has any knowledge of this whole trans* 

action, doubt for one moment, that it was the 

intention of the Russian ambassador to produce 
^ a rupture — or that he would have succeeded, 

had the ambassadors of France and England 
** been prepared to leave Constantinople as they 

afterwards did in 1827? Was not the war be- 

* It was the Liberals throughout Europe who supported 
Capo dlstria ; her first estsblishment on the Black Sea, she 
owes to Fox out of office. The treaty of Adrianople, tiie 
declaration of war, to the Tories in oflicc— the Carlists of 
France look to her possession of Constantinople as the signal 
of the restoiration of the fallen dynasty. 
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** tween Persia aod Turkey, which broke out at 
that very time, undertaken at the instigation of 
the Russian chargi d'affaires at Tabreez, and 

** justified by him in a long note addressed to an 
officer of the Shah's houshold ? CooM it be that 
so remarkable an apparent coincidence between 
the views of the Russian representatives at thne 

** distant courts was the result of no previous 
concert? 

^ But the violence of the Russian ambassador 

was unavailing. The firmness and address of 
" the Britirii gbvemment, and the temperate con- 

duct of the Porte, postponed the catastrophe ; 

and it was not until the shackles we had forged 
^ fiDTOursdvesinthetreaty of London, had dbained 
" us to the side of Russia, and the evil effects of 

so ill-omened a connexion in such a cause had 
** abfeady prostrated Turkey, that we not only lost 
" the power of preventing a rupture, but found 

oursdves contributmg to the aggrandisement of 
" our rivid» and hastening the subjugatidn of our 

ally V 

The war is at length concluded, Russia's mate- 
rial means being at the last ebb ; and the Porte's 
moral means totally exhausted ; still Russia wears 
a menacing aspect afker the passage of the Balkan, 
till she extorts a threat from England of cap- 
turing her fleet at Tenedos. She, consequently, 
leaves the impression of the Turkish empire having 

* QuarUrljf Rmew^ No. CV. p. 251. 
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been withfai her grasp ; and to Engknd, the pride 

and confidence of reflecting that a menace of her's 
sufficed, at any hour, to amst the progress of 
Russia. Our ambassador newly arrived, and the 
other diplomatists hurried by their alarms a treaty, 
which, if postponed a ftw weeks, would never 
have taken place ; for the Russian corps was fast 
melting away, and the Turkish troops were begin- 
iring to recorer from their terror, their ddusion, or 
their expectations, according to the motives that 
influenced them, or the means by which they had 
been practised upcm* 

Then appeared a manifesto : words, like sun- 
beams, ara sent forth, to dazsle the eyes Europe ; 
and piety and sentimentality unite to celebrate 
the reluctant victories of the Kussiap arms over 
despotism, infidelity, and barbarism. 

The left bank of the Danube is occupied ; — ^it is 
to anest the aoomge of humanity — ^the jdague. 
The important fortresses of the borders of Cir- 
cassia are united in perpetuity to the empire — 
it is to arrest the traffic, horrible to Russia, in 
slaves*. The loss of human life has been com- 
pensated by the irrevocable settlement of the 
Greek question— so dear to her allies, so sacred to 
her own sense of religion and of humanity. The 

* The 8iave trade of Circassia, on tlie reprenion of which 
Rosna has advanced such great claims on the humanity of 
Eorope, it, however, only in name, connected with the state 

of the negro slave, or her own twenty-five millions of degraded 
serfs. In Turkey, slavery means adoption. The slave is one 
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grievances of her own subjects, so king patiently 

borne — are redressed; and, in tine, the Darda- 
nelles are made entirely free-«-*to tbe commerce 
^ all nations ; still Russia ** has remained con- 

stantly a stranger to every desire of conquest — 

to every new of aggrandisement*." 

But it may, perhaps, be supposed that the 
extension of the Russian dominion, like our own 
in India, has been brought about by drcumstanees, 
and is contrary to the principles it has laid down 
for its own conduct. But any one who knew no 
more of Russia than is to be learnt from this very 
declaration of war, must be aware, after perusing 
it» that the possessbn of the Dardanelles ought to 
be, if it is not, the diief object of the policy of 

of the family ; is united to his master by ties of consanguinity, 
is trusted more than a mere relative! has open to him 
every career, every dignity, even the seals of Vizir. The 
Circassian women are slsTes in Turkey, as Briseis in the tent 
of Achilles; the same negro^ transported to the European 
colonies, becomes a being supposed as inferior to his white 
fellow- creature in intellect as in position ; transported to Tur- 
key, he may become, he does often become — priest — general 
—pacha. The Circassians of both sexes are now brought 
eontridnmd to Turkey. There is, of course, no violence in 
their sUvery. Their ideas may be diflerent from our's, bul 
their position is the natural result of that difference.* Russia 
talks of putting an end to slavery ! Let Europe look on her 
milhons of beings, reduced by their condition to the level 
of brutes, and sunk below that level, by their degradation 
in their own thoughts — by the indignities they suffer without 
revenge. 

* Manifesto, 1st October, IB^9, 
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Russia. The Bos|;>horu8 is closed," says Nicholas, 
in his manifesto, 86th of April, 1828 ; our com- 

merce is annihilated.'' The declaration of war 
continues: — The ruin of the Russian towns, that 

owe their existence to this commerce, becomes 

imminent, and the meridianal provinces of tlie 
** states of the Emperor lose the only outlet for 
** their produce — the only maritime communi- 

cation which can, in facilitating exchange, cause 
*• labour to fructify, and bear industry and riches;** 
This is a large avowal to make ; it no doubt was 
inadvertently made. How can the internal re* 
sources of Russia be developed, without the great- 
est danger to the state, whilst the outlet and inlet 
of their products is at the disposal of a power ren- 
dered innately hostile by a long series of encroach- 
ments, embittered by the disgust which has been 
engendered by the mode, and the humiliations 
which have been added to the injury ? If the possi- 
bility of any hostile movement did not exist— if 
there were no such nations as France or England 
in the world — ^if the rich provinces of Turkey were 
not worth the acquisition — ^if Russia had no 
interest in forming a marine — if it were not 
necessaiy for her to prevent the existence of good 
g o veri n nent in Turkey, either for the prevention 
of an agricultural development, fatal to her own, 
or to tfdLe all hopes from the various populations 
wrested from Turkey, and who continue subjects 
of Russia only while misgovernment in Turkey 
continues— if, for none of these reasons, each by 
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itself suffident to justify all her efforts, the posses- 

sion of the Dardanelles were desirable, still would 
it be neoemny for the security of the actual com- 
merce of Russia, and must be possessed, before the 
govemiaent can permit the extensive development 
of industry which mighty at any moment, convulse 
the empire and overthrow the government, in 
oonsequence of a verbal order of the ReU'Eiffendi 
to the port captain of Constantinople. ^ The 
^ Dardanelles is for you,'' said Count Nesselrode ; 

an important question. It is for us a vital one." 

It is the key of my house," said Alexander. 

But, like the extension of our own dominion in 
India» although Ours may grow without hindrance, 
and expand without inconvenience or control, 
even if not preconcerted, the extension of that of 
Russia must be progressive. Russia, tightened, 
constrained by a vast belt, dependent on a hostile 
door-keeper, in sight of a rich booty, and thwarted 
by a great but non-diplomatic power, must, in ex- 
panding, burst that belt — must seek to cut off that 
door-keeper, to reach that booty, and to deceive,mis- 
klul, and upset that power ; nothing can arrest her. 
If even indined to stop^ save good government and 
iBbstantive strength in Tuikey. Her intention of 
progress is displayed in her endeavours to deprive 
Turkey of these means of existence, so that its 
mibjugation is a necessity for Russia, without 
being an object, and being her object, is doubly so. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Treaty of Adr 'tanople, — Banks of Danube Ufi uninhabited,-^ 
Anapa and Coast of Cireatna.^Tke ProvineeM^Servia* — 
Pnoihges oj JtmuUm MtrchanU.'^Comimereial CUnmi*'-^ 
War Coairibnii€a^Mi§iake of £4/00,000 for £4,000,009. 

But we must leivni to the TraHj of Adri** 
sDople. 

The first article that deserves attention is the 
thinL The Delfea^ at the mouth of the Dmiiib^ is 
annexed to Russia, and therefore that river, the 
high If ay of Bulgaria, of the provinces, and now, 
bgr the ititrodjoction of steam navigation, of central 
Europe, is placed at her disposal, and the opposite 
bank, if io be mimhiMied^ ik€ durtanee, in- 
landf of nx miles ; so that it is entirely out of the 
power of the Po^te to retain any balancing control 
over it. 

Article IV. consigns to Russia, without ever 
mentioning it» Anapa, the key of Circassia, both 
miKtaiy and eommereial, obtained by treachery at 
the commencement of the war. This acquisition 
cuts off the commerce of three or four millions of 
an independent and warlike population, deprives 
them of some necessaries of life, and of ammu- 
nition ; it intercepts then: commumcatkms with 
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Turkey, and prevents all obtmsion on Europe of 
their claims on her sympathies or interest. 

To this cession is added nearly two hundred 
miles of coast, and three military positions ; more- 
over, two fortresses, one the chief place of a Pacha- 
lick* beyond Greorgia ; and this Russia takes with- 
out any views of aggrandisement ; and, secure in 
the ignoraoce of Europe, without condescending to 
mention names, or specify particulars. 

The separate Act, annexed to Article V., stipu- 
lates the following arrangements for the provinces 
—the nomination of the Hospodars for life ; the 
abolition of the imports in kind, which formed the 
principal source of revenue from the provinces; 
the expuUon from them of all Mussulmans ; the 
demolition of the Turkish fortress, Giurgova : and 
the establishment of a quarantine, separating them 
from the Porte, and uniting them to Russia. 

This is a species of interference too strange to 
mean any thing less than actual possession. To 
establish, in the provinces of an empire treated as 
independent, a military cordon of this description, 
•would, of course, never for a moment be tolerated 
from any other government save Russia. This 
insulated the provinces from Turkey, and gave 
Russia the control of every individual, every 
vessel, every bale of goods^ every letter. The 
idea is monstrous, of a quarantine directed by a 
foreign power ; and that it should be so directed 
js provided for. The sanitary establishment is 
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placed under the direction of a Russian agent : 

and the Russian consul, may be translated Roman 
Consul of the provinces. 

Article VI. confirms the stipulations of Aker- 
mann relative to Servia. To the Article itself 
there is no objection to be made; periiaps, for the 
same reason Russia did her best to prevent its 
execution. An aid-de-camp of the £mperor*s 
succeeded so completely in embroiling the question 
of the limits, that grounds of interminable dis- 
cussion would have remained open* for future 
griefs and renewed appeals, had not Prince M ilosch 
thought it best to settle the matter in his own 
way, and eject the Turks. 

On the subject of Belgrade, the Emperor was 
referred to ; and his decision was such as to make 
the prince tow neyer to set foot in that dty again, 
and to transfer the capital to Semendria. Finally, 
the settlement between Servia and Uie Porte was 
arranged h f amiaUe. The Sultan granted more 
than had been originally demanded, and added to 
the &vour by the manner in which it was con- 
ferred, to the astonishment and exasperation of 
the Russian Ambassador*. 

* Prince Milosh assembled the knesesyOr YiUage cfaiefii 
of Servia, to submit to their ngection or confirmation the 
finnan appointing him hereditary prince* The Russian 

ambassador, on learning this, allowed himself to be betrayed 
into the most indecent violence* Does Miloth think himey 
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Article VII. regulates the privileget of RuMian 
merchants. They are to pay only the tariff of ex- 
ternal commerce ; and, having paid that, they are 
to he molested in no case, and under no pretext, 
** by any prohibition, or any restriction whatever ; 

nor in consequence of any measure or r^ulation, 
^ whether of administration or of internal legis- 
•* lation." But independently of the 3 per cent, 
on exportation, reduced for Russians to less than 
1 per cent., by the deprecii^ion of the currency, 
and the antiquity of Russia's tariff, which she has 
never permitted to be renewed, there are local 
taxes on production ; against which this article 
was levelled. The consequence was, the dis- 
iuiliaiiLH! of the whole internal administration of 
tbe country — the governors, and farmers of 
reveaue, demanded of rights and profits they had 
purchased, were exasperated against the Russian 
pr^Ugds; — acts of vidence followed, summarily 
taken tip by Russk, and A ferment produced, that 
cannot well be conceived as the result of a stipu- 
lation in a treaty with a forei^^ power. And in 
fisvoui^ of whom was thi^mdtilstrous privilege intro^ 
duced? In favour, it will be supposed* of a large 
and powerful body of mercantile men. Nothing 
of the kind. There is not a single native Russian 
merchant in Turkey ! Russia's first object was to 
multiply her protigh. Presently, one-half of die 
exports of Turkey figured as Russian property ; 
previously, Russian protection relieved the privi* 
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hged class from all civil and financial obligations ; 
now, new inducements were added in 9ucb un- 
heaid-of commercial prerogatives. But a fiur 
more important object was concealed behind this 
affection— strange to say the least» in Russia, for i 
ultcoiixfidain^fj^mmeroe. The Turkish admT' ( 
nistration had evinced a disposition of imitating 
M ehemet Ali's mon opolies. In its new difficulties^ 
I the idea recurred, or the suggestion was made by 
some of the agents of all sorts that have occupied 
every avenue that approach every ear of men in 
office. Essays were made.; they were evidently 
infractions of those rights which Russia defended 
with so much acrimony. The Russian proi^s 
in common with all foreigners and natives, thus 
exposed to a new vexation, far more oj^ressive 
than the slight duties from which Russia had 
emancipated them, claimed loudly redress from 
theur ambassador. They were jtdd not to meddle 
with jmatters that did not concern them ! Russia's 
o ljec^ was a ttained ; the '^moncq^lies^'' however, 
[inapplicable the term, were created ; a new ab«se 
i f not very op pressive, very vexatious, established; 

noasious spirit of fiscnUty introduced into the ad- 
/ ministration ; every Frank, from one end of the 
\empke to the other, exclaimed, Turkey is lost 
land every emfiUyi of Russia added, ^ What a 
country would not this be, if in the hands of a 
civilised government!" 

Article VIII. stipulates th^ amount of the 
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commercial claims. There is nothing else of im- 
portance, save Article IX., which determines a 
compensation for the war expenses ; which is " to 
^* be settled, by common consent," between the 
two courts. 

Here, in this little sentence, lies the pith of the 
whole transaction ; this it is, which has mortgaged 
Turkey to her enemy ; this has led to the treaty 
of the 8th of July, to the convention of St. 
Petersburgb, and to the actual peril of the 
empire. 

It is a memorable record of the hurry with 
which so important a treaty was formed— of the 
apaihy of the other embassies, and of the facilities 
possessed by Rusna of over-reaching her enemy — 
that the Turkish plenipotentiaries conceived or 
were led to conceive, for the transaction took 
place through the intervention of dragomans, that 
a million meant one hundred thousand^ ! The 
Treaty was signed by them, and carried back,' 
after the ratification, to Constantinople, under 
the impression that the sum due was four hundred 
thousand pounds, not four millions sterling/ 

Considering the deplorable state of the Russian 
troops — their utter destitution — the ravages of a 

* The sum is not ipeeified tn the tmty first eommuiii* 
cated to the Ambassadors ; bat in the annexed act, although 

the commercial claims are minutely as the epochs of payment 
stipulated in the treaty. 
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pestilential disease* — and the revolution that had 
taken place in the disposition of the inhabitants* 
and of the Albanian army, with difficulty restrained 
by the Porte from falling on the Russians, the 
discovery, a little sooner, of this error of a cypher, 
might have prevented the necessity of the inquiry 
in whluh we are engaged ; but regrets are vain, 
except in as far as they may rouse us from the 
inaction that has so seriously and so uselessly 
compromised our interests, and, .what is more, 
blinded us to them. 

If such are the circumstances, what becomes of 
the right of Russia to pecuniary compensation ? 
And had she every right in the world to that 
compensation, if it affects the existence of Turkey, 
is it not as imperative on us to nullify this stipula- 
tion, as to prevent the formal extinction of the 
Turkish Government ? But some excuse might 
be found for our indifference, if Russia exercised 
the right, devolving on her, by the admission of her 
claim, in such a manner as to allow Turkey the 
means of discharging it. In the position of the 
one empire with respect to the other — a position 
which has admitted a stipulation such as this in 
the Treaty of Adrianople — " If any one of these 
** stipulations come to be infringed, without the 

* When the treaty was signed, not more than eight thou- 
sand were in a state to tnareh, though, in certain Perot 
circles, they were believed fifty thousand strong. 

D 
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Minister of Russia obtaining prompt and full 
** satisfaction, the Sublime Porte recognises the 

right of the Imperial Court of Russia to con- 
" sider such infraction as an act of hostility, and 

immediately to have recourse to reprisals against 

the Sublime Porte.** In such a position, with 
every obligation weighing upon one party, was it 
necessary to possess further guarantees than those 
conferred by the Treaty — by the acknowledgnieol 
of the debt, and the means of exacting payment? 
Was it necessary to imprison the body of the 
debtor, and to place him in the imposriinlity of 
defraying the debt ? In the interest even of the 
debt, he ought to be allowed to arrange his own 
affairs ; but it is evidently not the sum that the 
creditor requires, it is the body of his debtor — 
while the antagonist, feeling as yet his physical 
strength unequal to the subjugation of his enemy, 
seeks to restrain and divide his powers by fictitious 
bonds, and by the semblance of right to insulate 
him from the common sympathies of humanity, 
from the public interests of Europe. 

The Provinces and Silistria are mortgaged for 
the debt ! Silistria is the most important fortress 
in European Turkey. It gives Russia a place of 
arms, in the midst of the Ottoman states, which 
solves by a menace (tacit, if not avowed) every 
difference of opinion between Russia and Turkey 
on questions of foreign policy and internal admi* 
nistration. 
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Such are the general stipulations of the Treaty 
of Adiianople — such the thorns which England, 
and the fruits which Russia, has reaped from the 
Treaty of the 6th of J iily. 

England had the air of being the soul of an 
" alliance, contracted between her, France, and 
** Russia. However, the only inheritance which 
** a Minister, who had been able to conciliate the 
** interests of his country with those of humanity, 

left to his successor, was a Treaty of 6th July. 
" His premature death opened a field toother views; 
" and the great event of Navarin did not lead 

to those consequences which Europe expected ! 

Let others inquire if we owe this grand catas- 

trophe to mere hazard, or to the warlike humour 
** of a brave sailor*.** 

Well may Russia exult in the acquisition of 
such immense results with such slender means ; — 
but no !^ these admissions are altogether inci- 
dental ; they are without the deep, the intent con- 
centration of her thoughts and energies. Not a 
betraying sound will escape from her lips, not a 
smile steal over her features, until the great day of 
consummation dawns, and the peals of the Darda^ 
nelles re-echo to the halls of Constantine the shouts 
and cries of victory and defiance, and the long- 
suppressed exultation of gigantic deception. 

* Valcndni. Guerre oontre les Turcs. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Integrity of the Turkish Government, — Influence of Russia 
waning, — Appeal to England. — Revolt of Mehe'\et Ali. — 
Russian ExpedUion to Constantinople* — Convention of Ad^ 
nural Roussin,^Ru8sia gets the Merit,~^England arrests 
Ibrahim*'— Treaty of ^th Julif.'-^Means hy which extorted* 
— Consequences, — Turkish Embassy to St, Petersburgh,— 
Convention signed there, — Its Stipulations. 

But the Treaty of Adrianople was only le 

commencement de la Jin, While the mode, the 
epoch, and the consequences of each of the 
four instalments of 1,500,000 ducats of the com- 
mercial indemnity are specified with the utmost 
detail, the Treaty, and the separate Act, scarcely 
condescend to allude to the eight millions of 
ducats; we only learn that Silistria and the 

Provinces are excepted in the evaeuatiim, but 
** are to be exactly restored two months after the 
*^ discharge of the whole debt, the payment of 
** which will be determined by his Majesty the 
** Emperor of all the Russias, on the Sublime 
** Porte's having recourse to his generosity and 
** his magnanimity.** 

Of course other negociations must follow, other 
conventions are to be formed. It is no longer 
Russia that has to exact, to demand, to threaten— 
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it is Turkey that has to be^, to entreat, to sup- 
plicate — the generosity, the magnanimity of the 
Emperor ! StUl» and it ought to be loudly pro- 
claimed in honour of the feelings and intentions of 
the men composing the Turkish government — 
however unequal to their position they were by 
capacity or information — that at this moment 
neither gold, nor flattery, nor the advantages of 
political connection, had betrayed one individual 
in their councils into intelligence with Kussia. 
Under such humiliating, threatening circumstan- 
ces, having all to fear, and also all that was in 
the nature of things to be hoped (delay in pay- 
meat, mitigation of injury and outrage) to hope 
from Russia— surrounded by Russian agents, by 
Russian su^estions, by Russian ideas, whether in 
the persons of their own retainers or in the persons 
of the representatives, dragomans, and agents of 
almost all the European powers — still neither 
then nor at this hour is there a party or individual 
in the Divan to whom the very suspicion attaches 
of being Russian by mere purchase. There is not 
a Turk throughout the Empire that would not 
consider himself insulted by the supposition of 
connection with Russia. She gets men to act in 
her sense — but only through their fears, their 
ignorance, their vices, and their state of insulation 
and abandonment*. What a difference from 

* It must not be forgotten that the Porte was perfectly 
well aware that the intrigues, for it cannot be called the policy, 
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Poland! This it is, that necessitates, this it is 
that baffles all the demoralisiDg means brought to 
bear by Russia ; and which would probably by 
this time have been unable to prevent the Govern- 
ment from recovering its equilibrium, had not the 
position of Mehemet Ali come to give Russia 
vigorous support, and to annihilate every remaining 
chance that might have saved the Empue without 
foreign interference. 

This integrity of the Divan alone can explain 
its appeal to England, on the march of Ibrahim 
Pacha. Its appeal to a nation that had chiefly 
contributed to the independence of Greece^the 
motives of which it was not to be expected the 
Porte could appreciate— to a nation that had so 
constantly evinced a disheartening apathy and 
facility of delusion in its relations with Turkey, 
was an act of heroism which merited a very dif- 
ferent reception. Russia all the while using her 
power, her influence, her intelligence, to obtain 
the admission of succour which was certain and at 
hand. 

Even after the demoralising effect of the refusal 
of England, the demand of succour was only 
obtained through the private means made use of 
in the Seraglio^ and the Porte was made acquainted 

of one of the parties to the Treaty of tbe 6th of July, had 
placed Mehemet AH in the position diat matured to consider- 
ably the designs of Russia. * 
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with it only by the DOte of the Russian ambassador 
amKHmciDg the departure from Sevastopol of the 
auxiliary squadron. 

At this conjuncture Admiral Roussin arrived. 
Tlie Porte, alarmed at the position in which it was 
thus placed by the act of the Sultan, and desirous 
to throw itself on the protection of any power that 
could rescue it from Russian protection^ suggested 
underhand to the newly-arrived Frencli ambas- 
sador the convention which was afterwards signed. 
Thus a fortuitous combination rendered France 
arbiter of the £ast, and of a question on which 
hinged the peace, the interests, and the balance of 

« 

Europe. The ambassador felt that position — 
seized it — and, like General Guilleminot, was 
sacrificed. 

From that moment— ^a moment that does not 
often recur in a nation's history — France may be 
considered as wholly effaced from the. Eastern 
question. 

If it is not known, it ought to be known, 

and it is not the less a fact because it is not 
known, that the presence of between 8000 and 
9000 Russians in the vicinity of Constantinople 
did not arrest Ibrahim Pacha, did not save the 
Sultan. Their presence, had Ibrahim pushed on, 
would only have served further to legitimate his 
enterprise. Ibrahim every where declared that 
he was marching, encouraged by England and 
France, to deliver the Sultan from his Russian 
alliance. This notion was spread from the Elbrooz 
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in the Caucasus, to Montenegro on the Adriatic. 

From one extremity of Turkey to the other, every 
villager, every pacha, inquired if this was not the 
case. One word from either, said by a fit person, 
sufficed to stop Mehemet Ali, whose efforts at 
naval power exposed his whole fabric to the caprice 
of any French or English naval officer. England 
and France, successively, not knowing their power, 
shrunk from the ftinctions of arbiter, when all the 
advantages of that position were assured to them ; 
and only when Russia had occupied that post 
stepped in, and by a representation at Alexandria 
stopped the progress of Ibrahim Pacha. Russia 
must have lost her European preponderance, had 
either nation become protector of Turkey. In 
what a splendid position with regard to Turkey - 
was she not placed by their formal renunciation 
of the merit and title of the office which they 
practically fulfilled. They have now permitted 
her to say to Europe, " I might have seized on 
Turkey, had I been so inclined:" to the Sultan, 
I have saved you and to Mehemet Ali, You 
owe to me your new acquisitions." They gave 
her to boast of the glory of at length entering the 
Bosphorus, and as Nicholas said, that it might be 
repeated, " the greater glory ot quitting it." 

But such a transaction was to bear practical 
results for Russia. These appeared in the Treaty 
signed 8th J uly, at Unkiar Skelessi, previous to the 
departure of the Russian squadron, 

Nicholas and Count Nesselrode treated, at St. 
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Petersburgh, this deed as one of no importance 
whatever to England and France — so much so 
indeed that it was concluded without their in- 
structions, without their knowledge, and eveu that 
a copy of it reached the Emperor as a piece 6f 
news. Count Orloff, with his soldier-like frank- 
ness, expatiated, on his return, on the supplications 
and entreaties of the Porte, which had extorted it 
from him as a pledge of the continued favour and 
protection of the Emperor. 

The authority, the personal honour of the Em- 
peror and his Ministers can alone be called in, to 
excuse the Envoys of Fratfce and England at St. 
Petersburgh, for the confidence they did not with- 
hold from such testimony, and for the conviction into 
which they were led, of the absence, on the part of 
Russia, of any design against the independence of 
Turkey ! It may appear impossible to doubt that the 
solemn asseverations of such men were not founded 
on some appearances, at least, that warranted or 
excused them. Yet not a shadow of a pretext 
existed for the declarations to which we have 
alluded. The Treaty represented as extorted by 
the importunity of the Porte, came upon it like a 
clap of thunder. It was drawn up in the Russian 
embassy ; perhaps even in the office at St. Peters- 
burgh ; the draught of it may even have lain by 
for years, awaiting the fitting opportunity^. But 

* The lole object of the mission of Count Orloff, and of 
the unprecedented authority with which he was clothed, was 
to extort the signature of this Treaty from Turkey : he 



Digitized by Gopgle 



42 



ENGLAND* FRANCE, 



at all events it i» certain that, like the convention 

of Akermann, it was presented not for the Porte 
to discuss, but for it to approve and accept" 

Every form of international courtesy was vio- 
lated ; individuals who were suspected of encou- 
raging the opposition, were privately menaced in 
the name of the Emperor, wlio " knew nothing of 
*^ the transaction, and received a copy of the 
^ deed as a piece of news ;" so that the Ottoman 
Ministers desisted from an opposition which they 
saw, without benefit to thdr country, might bring 
ruin on the individual opposers. 

But this Treaty, which interested in no ways 
England or France, was thought of so much 
importance to Russia, that Count Orloff gave the 
Turkish Government clearly to understand that 
its signature was the condition of the departure of 
the Russian troops. 

armed, after every thmg had been terminated, to supersede 

then Mr. Boutenieff as Ambassador, General MouraviefF, 
as commander of the corps of occupation, while he was 
invested with the supreme military authority of the southern 
provinces of Russia. 

These immense powers, considering the moment of his 
arrival, it was needless to parade ; especially as in his camp 
style he repeated, in all the saloons of Therapia and Bouyouk- 
dfere, that lie had arrived " comme la moutarde aprt's diner." 
Yet so impatient did he show himself of a moment's delay, 
eren after learning at Odessa the termination of the circum- 
stances that were the pretext of his journey, that, a few hours 
having been lost on the passage by some miscalculation, he 
inflicted, with his own hand, severe corporal punishment on 
the captain of the frigate ! 
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A powerful inducement was also added ; that 
of the six millioDs of ducats remaimng due» one 
half should he remitted ; and perhaps the Em- 
peror, gratified by their reliance on him, might 
remit the whole sum. We will not weaken the 
effect of such a transaction, of such assertions^ and 
such deeds, by a single syllable of comment. 

Seeing, by what has been said in various places 
respecting this Treaty, that its nature is not 
understood, we will state the principal points 
which Russia has gained, and which made it so 
important an object. 

She is now Intimate protector of the Sultan ; 
and the contingency again arising, a contingency 
which at any hour she can bring about, an appeal 
to any other power becomes an infraction of stipu- 
lations. Turkey has learnt, to her cost, the 
penalty of every real or pretended cause of recla- 
mation. She has been taught the necessity of 
** the absence of every motive of discussion.** The 
fact of protection, which degrades the Sultan in 
the eyes of his people, is rendered notorious by 
the solemnity of a Treaty. 

The Emperor assumes, in the eyes of Europe, 
the character of Protector. Having reckoned on 
remonstrance and demonstration, which, as he 
prejudged, would remain without real effect, he 
got over a very great obstacle by the apparent 
hazard of the position he assumed, and has maiur 
tained. The gauntlet thrown down by France 
and England, and then withdrawn without any 
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concession or any reparation being obtained, gave 
him. a di[>lomatic victory worth more than many 
bought by fields of blood, and brought conviction 
to the Turkish Government, that there was no 
succour available for it, and that its actual state 
could oiily be prolonged by fostering the forbear- 
ance which the character of Protector imposed on 
" the Emperor." 

If, contrary to the expectations which Russia, 
judging by the past, was fully justified in forming, 
this treaty should cause England and France to 
awake from their indifference, and arrest her pro- 
gress, then, indeed, she will have committed a 
dreadful fault — ^the first fault she has been guilty 
of. This, events will alone decide. If not, then 
is this the last treaty that can be made between 
Russia and Turkev ; it is the last indication of 
their separate existence*. 

Since that Treaty, the discussion and decision 
of all questions arising between the two courts, is 
carried to St. Petersburgh. 

But this subserviency of the Porte is only use- 
ful to Russia, as it enables her to overcome prac> 

• This Treaty was the prize of the daring descent of 9,000 
Russians on the shores of the Bosphorus — tlie noblest stride 
ever made by ambition, if commanding talents and wonderful 
socoeBS can ennoble the blighting trophies, and the brutalising 
■way of Russia I Lord Ponsonby forewarned the Porte of the 
iroposition of such a treaty before the departure of the 
squadron, showing tliat the projects of Russia are very intel- 
ligible, when her position is understood. 
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tical difficulties — as it enables her to disgust the 

population of Turkey, by misgovernmcnt — as it 
puts at her disposal places* the natural strength of 
which had baffled or repulsed her in war; but 
above all, as its stipulations, and the intercourse 
and intimacy consequent on it, confer rights on 
her in the eyes of Europe. To maintain the 
semblance of this intimacy, the ultimate settle- 
ment of the loan was deferred at the period of 
the signature of the Treaty of the 8th July. 
An ambassador was to repair to St. Peters- 
burgh, to have recourse to the generosity of the 
Emperor in the definitive arrangements of that 
obligation, which has entrenched, besides all its 
other consequences, several thousand Russian 
bayonets, permanently, in the midst of the Otto- 
man dominions. 

The ambassador selected had been the principal 
agent in obtaining the Sultan's application for 
succour. His intimate councillor was the Greek 
intermediary in that transaction between tlie Rus- 
sian legation and the seraglio. Two secretaries, 
one a Turk, one a Greek, were selected with equal 
care. The mission was, in fact, nominated by 
Russia. 

The ambassador, though he owed his nomination 

to Russia, was still a Turk : neither was he de- 
voted to Russia, nor had he sold his country. 
He attempted to speak of her rights; he was 
silenced with " it is the Emperor's will." He 
had no alternative between submission or de- 
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manding his passports*. The conviction on the 

minds of the Envoys of France and England at 
St. Petersbui^h, which we have above alluded to^ 
deprived him of even the slightest d^ree of coun- 
tenance ; he therefore did submit, and the arrange- 
ments were adopted as it pleased the Emperor to 
command. 

The Provinces were nominally restored to the 
Porte; while Russia, of course, so disposed of 
them, that she controlled them as effectually 
as if formally governed by her ; she possessed a 
fortress ft^o»<i7them, and had military roads open 
through them from every point of her territory, cen- 
tering in this fortress ; and the Emperor united to 
this military occupation, to the preparation of large 
depots of provisions, the right of proclaiming his 

* The embassy of Achmet Pacha coincided with the first 
naval demonstratbn of England in the Levant We have 
grounds for stating, that sach was the alarm of Russia, that 

England might by a word have obtained the evacnation of 
Sih'stria, and almost any conditions she chose to exact in favour 
of Turkey. As England had neither convictions nor plan, 
the individual minister is not to be censured for the neglect of 
so splendid an occasion as this ; but it was peculiarly unfor- 
tunate that tliat precise moment should have been taken for 
informing Russia that England's demonstration meant nothing 
at all ; and that also, precisely at the same moment, a marshal 
should arrive as ambassador from France, to express the satis- 
faction of his government at the moderation of the Emperor 1 
These things may appear incredible and incomprehensible-^so 
they appeared to the Turkish government, which, having felt 
the difierence of its own position before and after diese ami- 
cable explanations, could only suppose us leagued with Russia. 
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moderation and ditinterestednessy as of oldt la hm 
indulgent European alHes. 

But the occupation of Silistria being contingent 
on the noii'payinent of the debt, a loan or pecu- 
niary succour from other powers, or a revolution 
in Turkey, by opening the treasures of the Sultan, 
could emancipate the Ottoman soiL The pro- 
vinces had been, by the above-stated arrangement, 
withdrawn from the chances of such a contin- 
gency ; Silistria was, therefore, ceded for eight 
years, without possibility of redemption*. Thb 
term, of course, being deemed sufficient, in every 
case, for the full realisation of Russia's designsf. 
But this arrangement was again put forward as 
an act of moderation and disinterestedness on the 
part of the Emperor. His ever-indulgent allies 
consoled themselves with the Emperor's consi- 
derate extension of the term of payment for the 
space of eight years ! 

The yearly instalment is to be paid, mt in 
ducats, but in the Turkish coin; not at its ex- 

• This may be denied, we know, by the astonisliing vague- 
ness left in the wording of the Treaty. If Russia objects to 
our oonclusioa* it will be for those to believe whom she caa 
persuade. 

f Even then, should the whole sum be paid, restoration is 
not to be made, unless all the stipulations in the Treaty of 

Adrianople, that impose charges on Turkey, have been scru- 
pulously fulfilled. We have spoken of quasi monopolies 
introduced in reality by her agency : are these not violations 
of the Treaty of Adrianople ^ may they not some day be made 
usefiil and apt pretexts ? 
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changeable rate for ducats at the |)eriod of elFect- 
ing the payment, but at thirty-two piastres the 
ducat : the depreciation since the first payments 
subsequent to the Treaty of Adrianople, has raised 
the exchange to forty-five piastres to the ducat, it 
may rise to one hundred to the ducat, yet the Em- 
peror formally binds himself to accept always 
thirty-two piastres for the ducat of the day, as . 
the full value of the ducat. Thus is a powerful 
motive held out for the depreciation of the coinage, 
while the allies of the Emperor will exclaim. What 
generosity ! 

A strong and mountainous district in Lazistan 
and Adjarra, on the Asiatic frontier, had baffled 
the attempts of Kussia during the last war. 
A tract of this country is annexed to Russia, 
as far as the signature of Achmet Pacha to 
the convention could annex it; that is, Russia 
arrogates to herself the right of attacking and 
subduing, in peace, a district that had resisted 
her. arms in war; a district to which internal 
events had given new and immense importance. 
She has thus a footing in the mountains of Lazis- 
tan and Armenistan, and the means of extending, 
far and near, her demoralising influence. 

This cession required the sanction of some pre- 
text ; it was found in the compensations en na- 
" ture," which the treaty of Adrianople admitted 
in reduction of the debt. The Treaty of the 8th of 
July had been signed on condition implied most 
certainly of the remission of thiee millions of the 
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debt. The cession of this Asiatic district is pur- 
chased by the remissioii of two of those three 
millions already remitted ; the remission of the 
third million being cancelled. This is the onlj 
way that the expression to the Emperor can be 
understood, all, or nothing unless all I demand 
is granted* the cession of the two millions is can- 
celled. But here again Russia's most indulgent 
allies hnd proofs of the moderation of the Emperor. 

To crown the marvellousness of this strange and 
eventful history, these instances of the Emperor's 
moderation are published in time to calm the 
alarms and silence the protestations of England 
and France, excited by the treaty of protection. 
The formal announcement of their satis&ction 
follows unequivocal marks of distrust, and the 
fleets, after a demonstration so useful to Kussia^ 
are recalled to Toulon and Malta. The diplo- 
matic triumph of Russia is thus proclaimed by 
tliemselves — she is relieved from all dread of retri- 
bution for the past— her acquisitions all legalised 
—her claims to moderation allowed — the indul- 
gence of her allies secured. What must not the 
vitality of Turkey be, still to exist ! 

If these things are so (and who is there can 
gainsay them?) it becomes imperative on the 

* One consequence of this demonstration was the opening 
of tbe ears of Meheraet Ali to her suggestions, and the exten- 
sion of her influence beyond the Mediterranean, and to the 
sborea of tbe Indian ocean. 

E 
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^binets of St. James and Paris, to take measures 
to restore the independence to this £mpire» which^ 
unwillingly, they have combined with its enemy to 
undermine. This obligation is imposed upon them 
ad members of the Europcian community by the 
approaching annihilation of another of their com'<> 
peers. It is imposed upon them by the necessity 
of maintaining the consideration due to themselves 
— the first element of political power and influence. 
. These are motives, which, if originating in similar 
relations with the most insignificant state of Eu- 
rope would be imperative, and which are totally 
Indefpeiident of the immense and general interests 
implicated in the disposal of Turkey, and in the 
possession of the Dardanelles. 

But it may be said, there is no necessity of 
proving that the independence of Turkey is lost, 
since the fact is admitted. Why then are not: 
measures taken to restore its independence? 
merely because it is not known haw that inde- 
fiendence has been lost. It is noi known how 
the plans of Russia might have been disconcerted. 
It is not known how easily Turkey may at thist 
moment be restored. It is not known what will 
be the consequences of her subjugation. 

It was not by the circumstances declared by 
the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, that Turkey lost 
her independence. The fiurst Minister of the Crown 
qf England declared that, subsequently to the 
Treaty of Adrianople, it was vain to speak of the . 
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ioitependence of Turkey ; was it not equally so 
cna the Convention of Akeimann ? Was it not 
80 since the Greek revolution gav^ Russia the 
means of isolating Turkey from Europe, and the 
liberty to speak and to act as the advocate and 
avenger of a cause she was allowed to declare, 
without being contradicted bj word or deed, com- 
mon to all Christendom and to all Europe? 

But formerly the complications of the Greek 
question— -the obstinacy of the Pott^—- its ani- 
mosity of old date exasperated by the ability of 
Russia — its resistance to all counsel, all support,, 
and the intimate connection between France and 
Russia, rendered Russia's game comparatively easy. 
These difficulties have entirely disappeared. The 
Greek question is terminated. The Turkish nation 
claims our protection : France must necessarily fol-' 
low the impulse we may be inclined to give ; Russia 
has unmasked lierself — she has united the univer-. 
sal £eelings of Turkey against her. The indepen- 
dence of Turkey is, therefore, an object far easier 
to realise than it was before the Treaty of Adria- 
nople, before the Convention of Akermann, or 
the Treaty of Bucharest. 

To these facilities must be added a most import- 
ant consideration, without which these changes 
would be productive of no amelioration of our 
position, — the prudence, the ability that has cha- 
racterised of late our immediate diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Porte. The growing confidence of 
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the Turkish Government a single fault might have 
destroyed. We possess, at this moment, the go- 
vernment and the people. Another advantage 
scarcely less important, is the perfect harmony and 
unity of conviction and intention between the 
French and English embassies at Constantinople*. 

These are &vourable chances, nay, certainties, 
which we had no right to expect ; and if we do not 
seize the forelock presented to us by fortune, we 
shall have no reason to complain, if she flies to 
where more vigour is to he found, to force her 
favours. 

* This last advantage has passed away. The French repre* 
sentatiye most of necesai^ xeceive the inspiration of his master, 
and onr position hecoming worse and worse every day. Had 
any circumstances at home caused the recall of the present 

representative of England, we should conceive that Russia 
had effected all that it was possible to efifect, and that her 
game from that moment was certain. Yet Lord Ponsonby's 
removal was in the ordinary conrse of events, and wodd have 
been considered in this country a matter of litde importance. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Elementi of Turldsk Power unehanged.^Faciliiif of Oovem^ 
meni*-^Intemal Reform,^Pr ogress of Ojuruon^^Character 
of Janissaries* — Subversion of Dhe Beys, 

But although the life of the supreme authority 

is in Turkey fast ebbing away, there is yet vitality, 
sensibility* and energy, latent in the mass. The 
1 weakness of the government at this very moment* 
1 proceeds first from ignorance, which includes at 
lonce all causes of decay* and all chances of res* 
f toration ; and secondly, from the anti-national 
[ po sition it has assumed. It loses the affections and 
^ support of the nation* it loses its strength* by its 
/'fancied necessity of reliance on JB.ussian pro- 
ytecUon. 

No change whatever has taken place in the 

principles and habits of government in Turkey* 
since its days of conquest ; its people are yet brave 
and docile, political factions are unknown, and do- 
mestic morality is not less now than ever their uni- 
versal characteristic. The actual prostration of 
Turkey is not the ultimate period of a progression 
of gradual decay; she has already sunk as low» or 
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lower than at present, and has risen rapidly, instan- 

taneously, again, when she was, as now, apparently 
ut her last gasp. Under Solyman 11., Greece and 
Dalmatia were occupied by the Venetians ; Hun- 
gary, Servia, Bosnia, Bulgaria, by the Austrians ; 
Transylvania, Wallachia, and Moldavia, by the 
Poles; a rebel chief overran Anatoly, and even 
ventured to the walls of Scutari ; and another rebel 
in Europe contested with the Sultan its remaining 
provinces ; add to this the refusal of the Mussul- 
mans to enlist, the insubordination of the Janis- 
saries, and a treasury so exhausted, as not to fiimish 
means to hire horses for the removal of the 
Sultan's household from his capital*. Yet Kiu- 
pruly-Mustapha had not been a year Visir, when 
the star and crescent brightened again over Bel- 
grade, and the horse-tails were re-planted on the 
banks of the Theisse. Nor was this wonderful 
revolution in strength and feeling of the empire 
brought about by the reform of a single law, the 
imposition or change of a single tax, but merely by 

* The discovery of an extensive conspiracy, forced the 
Sultan lo fly to Adrianople. I'he Imperial stables did not 
contain a sufficient number of beasts of burthen. He ordered 
them to be hired, but money for the purpose was not found in 

the treasury. He sent a portion of his jewels to betlisposed 
of at the pubhc auction. This confession of penury, which 
would have instamly paralysed or overthrown the most 
' powerful government of Europe, saved that of Turkey, and 
instantaneously calmed the sedition. 
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an exact observance of the simply and fundament 
tal institutions of the empire. 

There was wanting in the superior administra- 
tion a permanent check, to prevent the executive 
from overstepping the narrow limits to which its 
authority was confined, an authority rather judi- 
ciary than administrative, never interfering with 
an immutable and sacred code, which defined the 
leading features of the administration, the detail 
being filled up by not less revered local customs. 
Its power was despotic, but it lay unexerted until 
appealed to ; and its force, though really insignir 
ficant, appeared overwhelming, because there was 
required no permanent expenditure of energy to 
repress systematic resistance, to enforce sequences 
of oppressive regulations, to maintain complica^ 
tions of innumerable laws*. The executive did, 
therefore, overstep these limits. The very faci- 
lities of governing, gave free scope to injustice. 
The government lost its strength in the violent 
exercise of its power, and the anarchy of the 
capital reproduced itself in the provinces. But the 
evil was anarchy — ^it was abuse — ^it was crime— 

* '* We must admit, as the particular chanu:ter of this 
" govemmeiit, a confidence based on the force of principle, 
" not on the principle of force; and besides this, the 

" design and will of yielding the greatest possible facilities 
" to all individual relations, witliout fatiguing or embarrassing 
them by the incessant action of the authority of the go- 
<* vemroent." — Momtewr OtUman^ Sept, 2, 18d4. Which 
see for an admirable article on the Police of Constantinople. 
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no where system. The Janissaries, a check on the 
individual who was Sultan, were the organ of 
these abuses. A revolution came ; it was one of 
regeneration, but for the time it convulsed every 
portion, unnerved every arm in the Ottoman 
empire. At the same moment, an important 
province was in a state of revolt ; and, as a conse- 
quence of that revolt, and of the use made of it 
by Russia, Turkey was in a state of hostility 
with the whole world. In the midst of these 
events, Russia declares war, and invades the Otto- 
man dominions ai both extremities. The time 
was chosen with double perfidy ; when the cabi- 
nets, who must have opposed her progress, were 
forcedly her allies ; when the Mussulman nation 
was disheartened and disarmed. The unfortunate 
issue of that war does not therefore prove that 
Turkey is unable to resist such means as Russia 
has been able to employ against her ; it proves 
merely that Russia did succeed, at a moment when 
Turkey was in a state of internal dissolution 
and of political excommunication. The diffi- 
culty which attended that success, and the fortui- 
tous nature of the chances that caused the Turks 
to submit to the Treaty of Adrianople, instead of 
Russia's submitting to the Treaty brought by 
Muffling, sufficiently proves, that the decay of the 
strength of Turkey is not in her people, or her 
means, but in her government ; and that it re- 
quires but the apparition of a second Mustapha^ 



Digitized by Gopgle 



B08SIA, AND TUBKEV. 57 



Kiupraly to restore this empire to its indepen- 
dence and vigour ; and now that the barriers of 
prejudice and fanaticism have been thrown down, 
to pros[)ects of greater well-being than ever blessed 
her days of splendour. 

Notwithstanding the weakness that hasresulted, 
partiy from the incapacity with which circum- 
stances have been handled* but much more from 
the threatening attitude of foreign policy, and the 
all but fatal wounds which Russia has been per- 
mitted and assisted to inflict, the nation itself has 
made within ten years a progress in opinion and 
piiblic edu^ipjD, such as no other people of Europe 
]has made in a century; and it has thrown off, 
/ within that space of time, more prejudice and 
I fanaticism than have been got rid of in Europe, 
) by the most advanced countries, in as many cen- 
/ turies. This is accounted for by the principle we 
have already pointed out, that the abuses lay in 
the executive, not in the institutions. There were 
/ no classes of men existing by privileges for them 
' which were exclusions to the rest; there were 
I neither manufacturing, nor coouaercial, nor agri- 
I cultur al combinations; there were neither bodies 
[ of custom-house officers, nor tax-gatherers to put 
|in daily familiar opposition people and govem- 
fment ; there was no aristocratic privil^e deeply 
rooted in the body, no democratic antipathies con- 
vulsing its mass ; no opposition of interests, creating 
stin more perplexing discord of opinion ; while the 
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Utmost freedom was allowed to local dispositions* 

to internal circulation, the revenue was drawn from 
that surplus portipn of the agricultural profits which 
with us becomes reut, so that, compared with us, 
the country might be called untaxed : consequently 
markets and prices^ left entirely to their self- 
adjustment, conciliated to the government, in its 
worst days» notwithstanding superficial violence 
and abuse, an under-current, deep and noiseless, of 
contentment, which has kept afloat, and borne 
along the vessel of the State through agitation 
which, to our eyes^ offered no chance of salvation. 

It is tlie policy of Europe which has suffere d the 
arms, the treaties, the protection, the gold, the 
counsel of Russia, to reduce Turkey to the state 
in which it is. I tjs t he policy of England which 
alone can save her. It is, therefore, no trivial or 
idle investigation that we have undertaken, since 
it is her political elements that we have to embody 
Into a new political instrument; since it Is by 
organising Turkey* that we prevent war or ensure 
success. 

The destruction of the Janissaries has effected 
a change in the constitution of power, whicht 
notwithstanding the discussion to which it has 
given rise, has not been analysed with the care 
that the deepness of our stake in the welfare of 
Turkey requires. 

This body, was, as Voltaire remarks, the States 
General of Turkey. They brought to the surfiure. 



Digitized by 



RUSSIA, AND TUUKEY. 59 

and spread over the whole, the worst feelings and 
prejudices of their race; but they maintained a 
state of unchangeableness, the memory of which is 
becoming respectable by the errors that have fol- 
lowed the faculty of change. In sajring this, we 
do not, for an instant, admit the doctrines of those 
who, in this country, attribute to the destruction 
of the Janissaries the ruin of the empire. They 
have been judged in Turkey ; foreign invasion, 
domestic revolt, have, since their destruction, con- 
Tulsed that empire. Yet what invader, what 
rebel, has dreamt of rallying the remnants of that 
corps, or of raising as a symbol, the polluted sleeve 
of Hadjee Becktash? But the Sultan, sup- 
ported by opinion, in the abolishment of that 
which really was Janissary, has been emboldened 
to attack that which really was Turkish. 

The Janissaries were an oligarchy — military, 
not administrative ; they squandered the military 
resources of the empire, — but interfered not with 
its political administration. They drained the 
treasure — but, as farmers of revenue, they did not 

j multiply modes for replenishing it. They were. 

/an aristocracy — not g£ producers, to create and 
Imaintain privileges for certain interests — but of 

/consumers, whose interests were inseparably bound 
Iwith freedom of markets and exchange, and low- 
(ness of price. They were representatives of a 
^minant class, which, confident in its supremacy, 
..stickled for no prerogatives that interfered with 
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the internal customs and institutions of the others. 

In fine, they were a body of Mussulmans, — ^not a 
conclave of churchmen. Though they might indi- 
vidually despise or maltreat a Ohiaour, they 
meddled not with the creeds or church govern- 
ments of other persuasions, nor suffered them to 
be meddled with. 

Here, then, we must separate the Janissary from 
the Turkish principles, in this controlling body. 
The first are, violence, corruption, and prostration 
of all military resources and strength ; exhaustion 
of the treasury, resistance to all, and therefore to 
beneficial changes; haughty contempt for their 
fellow subjects possessing a different creed, and 
the propagation and perpetuation of fanaticism 
among their own. 

These things have disappeared ; but in conse- 
quence of the change, the Turkish principles, 
which lost in them an organ and support, have 
been left at the mercy of one man's caprice ; and 
these are — non-intervention in the collection of 
the revenue— unrestricted, unburthened freedom of 
markets and exchange — impossibility of illegal 
taxation on the part of the Sultan — ^inviolability of 
local customs — appropriation of charitable and 
other funds — succession of property — decision of 
voluntarily-elected judges-— of church-adminis- 
tration in spiritual matters, and in several important 
civil functions immediately vested in the elected 
dignitaries of the various persuasions. 
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These principles have been the Good Gods of 
Turkey* revered even by the most fanatic of her 
sons, preserved in the midst of the most convulsed 
and troubled times. 

Selim, an European essayist, falsely termed a 
Turkish reformer, failed through "Bis' "apostacy. 
< Before he attacked the obnoxious body, he arbi- 
/ trarfly imposed new taxes — a violation of pre- 
\ scriptive right — a violation of a mixed religious 

and administrative creed. 
/ These taxes, too, were of the most obnoxious 
\kind, for they rendered exchange difficult, and 
raised prices; they rallied public interest and 
,^ublic opinions on the side of the Janissaries, and 
/ he fell a victim to the well-intended attempt of 
imitating £urope. 

Not more a Turk, but less an European than 
his cousin, Mahmoud, by the progress of opinion 
and by a happier combination, overthrew this body; 
nor did he commence imitating Selim until he had 
deprived public interests of their representation, 
and public opiniim of its voice. 

The total destruction of the Janissaries and 
Beys, who might be compared to what the 
Indian Zemindars would be with a weak central 
government, are memorable efforts of self-rege - 
neration, which, if Turkey^ Mb preserped, will 
i mmorta lise t he reign of. Mahmoud, and render 
it one of the most important in the history of 
mankind. But our immediate object, at present. 
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18 to point out the subsequent errors and misfor-. 
tunes which actually o'eidoud the political hoiiEon 
of Turkey-— compromise its existence, alarm itar 
friends, and deter them from giving it that support 
which would iostantaueously combine and utilise 
its latent energies. We had, at first, intended 
confining . ourselves exclusively to the political 
question* but, on closer investigation, the convic- 
tion grows upon us of the importance of deter- 
mining, in a more definite numner than has yet 
been attempted, the means by which the internal 
strength and confidence of this prostrate, but not 
feeble, emfure con be restored, the causes of its 
depression, and the dangers to which it is 
^posed* 

Accustomed for centuries to misconduct and 
misdeeds on the part of the local authorities, 
against which resistance was always in the end 
approved of by the central government, great 
abuses may exist» great discontent may be engen- 
dered, without these abuses being attributed to, 
or that discontent directed against, the supreme 
authcMrity* The chief of the state has, in Hke 
manner, remained the object of universal respect 
and awe, from the great facility of removal that has 
bithorto characterised the action of this govern- 
ment*. The revolution that has lately been 

* Suleyman «8lUibti8l»ed the gratification to the Janissaries 

on the accession of each new Suluin, with the express and 
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effected, has annihilated tb^ power of the local 
Zemkidarsy of petty aristocracies^ of ddegated 
governors; so that if any abuse exists, if any 
crime remains unpunished* the fault has to be laid 
solely at the door of the government, which is now 
omnipotent for good ; and the Sultan, instead of 
being the insignificant individual that disdiarges 
high but circumscribed fiinctions, becomes an indi* 
vidual possessing tlie sole authority in the state. 
Under such altered circumstances, the attachment 
for, and confidence in, the principles of the admi- 
nistration — the awe for the office of the Sultan~ 
the real, the only bonds of this empire— bond^ 
loose indeed, but tough, elastic, and hitherto 
unsevered, lose — ^not as yet their strength, but 
their principle of adhesion. 

We say principle of adhesion, because of the 
oUiged sim|dicity of the administration, and the 
obliged submissiveness of the chief of the empire, 
to a code so simple and so appropriate, that sub* 
mission to its dictates was the religion of the 
state. The Sultan is actually the most powerful 
sovereign in the world, the prescriptive habits of 
submission remain ; the checks which by controls 
ing the Sultan's passions and caprice, created those 
habits of submission, are swept away. — If therefiire, 
the Sultan could be brought justly to appreciate his 
own position, the merits of his nation, and the 

recorded intention of facilitating the deposition of any Sulfeah 
ivho should forfeit public esteem. 
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faults of his government, he could, by a mere 
declaration of his enlightened will, effect such a 
revolution in the fortunes of Turkey as no empire 
has ever undergone. In fact» the destruction of 
the Janissaries leaves Turkey, politically, in the 
state in which she was, with precisely the same ex- 
tent of territory, as under Suleyman the Magnifi- 
cent, excepting foreign influence over her councils. 

All arts — all means — that gold or ingenuity 
can compass, have been employed for this, the 
first object of Russia's endeavours, to turn to 
her account the personal dispositicmaof the Sultan, 
to enlist in her service — hisvirtues— his weaknesses, 
and above all his ignorance. She has reaped a large 
harvest of errors — she has sown an afker-crop of 
disaffection. But the feelings of ages are not to 
be annihilated in one day ; they will be exposed to 
violent fluctuations ; and that habitual respect will 
long cling to its ancient predilections, in spite of 
the abuses which have now entered^ more or less, 
into the system itself; in spite of the substitution 
of the will of the Sultan for the immutable, the 
sacred code of the Mussulman, and the unfortunate 
coincidence of his power over Turkey, and his 
subserviency to Russia, The proofs of its long for- 
bearance are palpable, notwithstanding the series 
of political and diplomatic faults that have filled, 
without intermission, the last years — ^the Sultan 
is yet Sultan-^ the empire has no pretender — not 
an idea exists of a change of form of government.— 
In those districts and provinces that have been 
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detached firom Turkey, unequiyocai signs declare 

the desire of being restored to it ; and emigrants 
and refugees, who have been tempted or terrified 
into seeking refuge in neighbouring states, sacrifice 
their new possessions to escape back to it. The 
^ £ict is, that even under the Janissaries, although ) 
f all great combinations of industry, science, or ( 
capital, were arrested ; yet, in no country on the J 
) face of the earth did man enjoy such domestic, / 
viUage, religious, and commerdal liberty. >y 
Now the Turkish government, imlike that of 
I Egypt, has jBot the physical means of depriving its 
subjects of these advantages. A degree of politi- 
;cal independence has been generated, even in the 
I midst of these unfortunate convulsions; and new' 
hopes and feelings are spread abroad, which every 
day render this people more diflkult to govern ill. 
. Travellers dedaie, that there is a strong party 
against the Sultan ; that is, they draw European 
conclusions, firom fiurts observed in a state of society 
that has no parallel in Europe. The Sultan, as a 
sovereign , of Europe, is not supported by one 
dass of partisans against a dass, or classes, of 
adversaries. The struggle is not between the 
opinions of different men, but between the opposing 
feelings and opinions in each man's breast. None 
curiously and complacently look for faults and 
errors which may support their party, or supply 
food to demagogue ambition ; all regret the faults 
the penalty of which is borne equally by all« In- 
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the distant proviocess they still even seek to lay 
thofle faulty as formerly, on subordinates, or on 
curcumstanoes ; and cling to their allegiance and 
loyalty with astonishing perseverance. The dis- 
satisfaction is not that of a party, not even that of 
a nation ; it is, or rather has been, that of a family, 
mingled with affection, and therefore rendered 
moreiiolent in its expression, but long enduring, 
and with returns of charity, repudiating the 
means that present themselves as a last lesort} 
and if patienoe is pushed beyond endurance now, 
» under new and alarming circumstances, the effect 
will be, not only the destnictioo of poUticid exist* 
ence, but the destruction of many of the moral feet* 
logs that render them, estimable as men. 

This state of things has placed this nation 
in complete dependence on foreign policy ; their 
centre of action, of direction, opinion, has 
been cast without the sphere of their own interest 
and habits. The connection of the Sultan with 
Russia has forced on all the disheartening convict 
* lion — ^that they are in opposition with him ; and 
aS; they have no means of controlling him, every 
cause of complaint is exaggerated^— it iskdd oo hls^ 
shoulders. Hatred to Russia has become a com- 
mon centre, a common bond ; it may be made hf 
us a bond of conserration, of regeneration ; but in 
the anti-nOttional position which the government 

kM aswne^ ^ ia a uaioA big mthi the spint of 
destruction. 
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Thh erU§ Is noir ghAtufed at CkmMMwale, oe* 
kast by the consequences of the revolt in Syria^ 
againit Mebemet AU. Unhrmal atiefilicria hat 
been directed to the exhibitions that have been 
made— of the inefficiency of the army and the 
fleet, notwithstanding the docility of Che men; and 
the excellence of the material — of their absolute 
dependence on foreign poweta— -and tbdr Gonae- 
4Uent political prostration. The pMfeund htmiiKa- 
tfen, thence resulting, is deepened by the connection 
with RiMsia, and the leaning of the Otfomoii Empe* 
tfbr, and theMusanlmon Caliph, on the Moscoritea- 
fbr support. The odium of all these measures is thua 
concentrated in one point— it is directed against^ 
the Sultan; because this connection is repu- 
diated even by the administration. This remark* 
able exprearion, which sums «p all w^ have been' 
endeavouring to explain, was lately used to an 
Englishman, by one of the chief of the dislriei^ 
hi Asia, exacted by the Empevof* fiiam Achflief 
Pacha. " We would shed the last drop of our 
blood in defence of our Sultan; but why ia^ ha 
such a friend to the Russians ? We see that he 
" never will be worthy of the affection we all beai^ 
^' him, till he ia guided by the connael of Eng^ 
« land." 

It ia a singular^ but natural coincidence, that 
hatred for the Russians should have led lo^ the diot* 

appearance of prejudices against other Christiaas^; 
as their hopes^ flnook one extremity of the enpitfr 
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to the other^ are now turned to us. In the capital, 
in the meanest village^ in the centre of communi- 
cations, on the furthest frontiers, a feeling of vague 
but intense expectation, is spread, which claims at 
our hands internal re-organisation, and external 
independence. 

Its disappointment will paralyse every remain- 
ing faculty of resbtance. 

Unless anticipated by visible intervention on 
the part of England, which will relieve them from 
the permanent menace of the occupation of the 
capital, and which will impose on the government 
the necessity of a change of measures, a catas* 
trophe is inevitable. 

The habitual forms of combination and r^ist- 
ance have been swept away. There is no r^ular 
vent, by which fermentation can relieve itself; 
there is no r^^ar index of its intensity. The 
hour, the day, the month, when the explosion will 
take place, no man may be able to predict; but 
that it will come^ unless anticipated by some 
power or other, is a certainty to which, like death, 
every hour, and every change, and every efibrt, 
brings us nearer*. 

But it must be the intention of Russia to an- 

• This was written at Constantinople, immediately after the 
insurrection in Syria, and in the midst of the foreign and 
domestic agitation that followed that event. At such a moment 
only can be conceived the convulsions that can suddenly 
spring up in the midst of appajrent tranquillity and repose. . 



Digitized by Gopgle 



BUS^IA, AND TURKEY. 69 

ticipate an internal convulsion, in the midst of 
which, hatred to her would rise the rulmg spirit 
Anarchy annihilates the possibility of resistance, and 
increases the difhculties of English and French in- 
tervention ; advantages naturally immense for her, 
but what are they, compared to full and quiet in- 
heritance ? She must also put to profit, ere it is 
too late, the actual subserviency of the Austrian 
cabinet*. She must preserve the chains she has 
rivetted with such care — she must anticipate 
the alarms of Europe, up to this hour so wonder- 
fully lulled — she must exclude all European 
powers from the partition — she must preserve 
the Sultan's name, and the existing forms and 
habits of administration. She assumes her po- 
sition on this foundation, she quells resistance 
by the fact of her presence and possession, she 
calms animosities by measures of momentary con- 
ciliation, without sacrificing one iota of the autho- 
rity she acquires in the absolute control of the 
naval and military, means, the occupation of 
strong places, the command of the coasts, of 
the police, of the communications, the roads, 
khe markets, and the commerce of the whole 
country — ^while, by balancing against each other 
ithe various distinct populations, and the hostile 
creeds, she will stand erect on their prostration, 

* If the Austrian cabinet is escaping from her, she hat got 
another more powerful co-operator in the French cahinet, 
now manfully labouring under the banner of Mehemet Ali,. 
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ap4 itroDg io tbeir dmimoo. Environ^ with ih^ 
iplendor of bloodless conquest, and the semUance 

of unlimited power, — to her people she will appear 
endowed with preternatural fortune ; — ^to Turkey^ 
the supreme arbiter, not of her destinies alone, but 
pf the destinies of mankind. She will, in fact, by 
Ih^ consequences of her conquest, dispose of the 
resources of 100,000,000 nominally independent 
JSuropeans, and present to the remainder, to 
Fnmpe and England^ an invulnerable body, and a 
jnenacing front. 

The preparatives of enormous magnitude, now in 
progress, notwithstanding the misfortunes of the 
se^ops — the increasing establishment of her army 
~the doubling or tripling of her fleet in the Black 
Sea — the vast expenditure for fortifications in her 
southern and eastern regions, where certainly no 
attack can be feared — the haste with which these 
Qperations are conducted — show not the designs of 
Russia, but the shortness of the period that may 
iftill be allowed us for anticipating an event that 
will mark the duna^ of the greatness of England. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Can^^arium tij Poland and Turkey. — Poland easily tuhdaed, 
— -IVirifcsy, once iubdued^ tanly held tn mAjectwhtr^-if^ 
^kerpomer mtt «A«r« m the ditmembermmti tff ZWiby^ 
Impossibility of confederation in Turkey^ — It$ imtfjf if its 

strength, — Toleration of Jslamism, 

The history of Poland becomes at this moment 
1^ lesson most impressive and instractive. Kvery 
eircumstance connected with its subjugation Is 
an indication of the procedure, of a system then 
organised and acted upon^ and since deeply pon- 
dered upon and improved. For at least sixty years 
the possession of Turkey has been an immediate 
object for Russia; it has occupied the earnest atten* 
tion of each successive sovereign and minister. 
No expense has been spared in collecting and 
digesting the necessary information; and oppor- 
tunities have offered, not only for putting in prac- 
tice the plans that have been formed on Turkej 
itself, but of trying their efficacy on other states. 

The Mussulmans are a numerous and warlike 
people, with unity of feeling and hatred to Russia; 
they inhabit a strong and mountainous country. 
These are difficulties immensely greater than any 
presented by Poland. 
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Poland was a champaign country ; the race 
cognate to that of Russia ; the language a dialect 
of the Russian. ReUgious persecutions, animosities, 
and even war, distracted the state. The anarchical 
aristocracy rendered the executive powerless, while 
it reflected on the mass of the nation the most 
abject serfage, affording but the form of a consti- 
tution, which, without giving anj union to the 
body, destroyed the independence of the separate 
parts ; afifording but the name of justice and of 
law, which was no control to the powerful, no 
protection to tlie w^eak. 

This government was merely suffered to exist by 
the jealousy of the surrounding powers, and the 
temptations it offered to them all, not only of in- 
fluence and interference, *but also of military occu- 
pation and elective sovereignty ; for its territories 
might be called a great chase, or common, open to 
the troops of Russia, Austria, Prussia, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Saxony — its crown an object of com- 
petition among the younger branches of all the 
royal houses of Europe, or, like Courland, for the 
paramours of the Empresses of Russia. But so 
far had Russia succeeded in overreaching her com- 
petitors in the acquisition of internal influence, 
that a partition was no ways to her liking ; as she 
had acquired an authority which was equal to pos- 
gession, and that authority was maintained by a 
physical force of only 10,000 men. Austria and 
Prussia only obtained a partition, apd a share, by 
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the menace of a league with Turkey; yet the 
Poles were one of the most warlike nations of Eu- 
Tope> and most enthusiastically attached to their 
independence. There was, therefore, no difficulty 
in taking possession of Poland; but there was 
some difficulty in keeping it. There was the diet, 
which, forced to unite by the foreign pressure, 
might arouse itself* as it did, to some transient pa- 
triotic effort — ^there were the nobles, who retained 
the right and facility of assembling bodies of armed 
retainers — ^there were the serfs, reckless, because 
deprived of property and protection. The very 
sources of weakness, while the government re- 
tained the show of independence, became sources 
of resistance, under a foreign administration ; re- 
sistance which, after forty years of foreign do- 
minion, the sword alone has been capable of 
extirpating. 

But in Turkey, the weakness of the government 
does not arise from discord and faction, which 

may subsequently furnish means of resistance. 
Under all oriental administrations* are markable, 
and to us unaccountable, facility of governing, has 
been established, by numerous facts in our own 
times, and by the entire history of the past. 
The reason of this is, that man, under those 
systems, is attached to his soil by the indis- 
soluble chain of property ; to his village, by 
the not less powerful bonds of moral and financial 
Obligation. There is no political organisation 
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of any kind to excite and direct remtanoe; 

when the capital is lost, all idea of resistances 
mnishes. War is looked upon by all as the 
greatest of calamities, because it brings all its 
penalties in its immediate train. There are no loans^ 
to conciliate the support of capitalists^ to encou- 
rage warlike feelings, and tlirow the burthen of 
war on future generations« There are no con- 
tracts to be made, no shipping to be taken up, no 
impulse given to production* activity to com* 
merce* increase to wages; no career of honours 
and distinctions opened to the directing portions of 
society ; none of all these separate and unperceived 
causes which form in Europe puUic opinion to 
war, and disguise its effects. There, war is accom- 
panied by levies of men, by the exaction of con- 
tributions, by the spoliation of harvests and 
property, and by forced labour. Hence an innate 
aversion to war — hence a submission to the 
appearance of strength, invno ways analogous to 
the personal courage, or the numbers, of the popu- 
lation. When a people, under such a system, lose 
confidence in their own government, and have not 
the means, do not see the way, of correcting it» 
they can only await the chances its own weakness 
may bring. 

But the geographical position of Constantinople, 
independently of the political position of the govern- 
ment, gives to Russia the means of occupying the 
capital at once, and therefore of turning the barrier 
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<tf public hatred, whidi now would render a hostile 
invasion impossible, with perhaps twice the milip 
tary means at her disposal. In the last war, not- 
withstanding all the difficulties she enoonntered* 

and the losses she incurred, she was invited by 
.^Imost every class of the population — Greeks^ 
Bulgarians, Armenians, and Turks. In Asia she 
was called in, and assisted by the Dere Beys. 
These facilities exist no longer ; and to that very 
war, and its consequences, are to be attributed the 
necessity of amelioration, and the hatred of all 
classes to Russia. The first giving them an addi- 
tional motive to defend their soil ; the second, union 
among themselves, and confidence in us. 

Here, theu, are remarkable contrasts between 
the facilities of occupying Turkey and Poland. 

In Turkey, there are no religious wars, to call 
in a moderator ; but there are separations of sectp, 
which preclude combination against a possessor. 

There are no struggles of political principles, to 
call in an arbiter ; but there is absence of all poli- 
tical principle and organisation, to resist a pos- 
sessor. There is no turbulent diet, to paralyse the 
best measures of defence ; but there is a govern- 
ment, so weak as not to be able to defepd its 
empire^ and therefore weak enough to become the 
subservient instrument of its military occupier. 

There are no reckless serfs, to be restrained by 
physical force ; but there is a nation of small pro- 
prietors, whose social habits and domestic virtues 
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make it their first interest to preserve order and 

tranquillity. 

- In Poland^ there was a class powerfully rich» 

and a mass wretchedly poor — extremes which 
touch revolution on both sides. In Turkey, there 
is neither great wealth, nor pauperism ; but a middle 
state, too weak to unite from ambition, too well 
off to coalesce from desperation. 

In Poland, these general principles produced 
individual revolutionary dispositions, ever ready to 
discover, or even suppose, causes of discontent. 
In Turkey, the contrary principle produces a 
docility in the dispositions of each iudividual, that 
inclines them not only to submit to wrongs, but to 
overlook them. 

In Poland, every man was a Pole — was actu- 
ated by the feelings of a Pole, rallied by the cry of 
country — belonged to Poland. In Turkey, there 
is no watchword, no country— every man belongs 
to his village. 

The abuses of Turkey interest no class in their 
defence; they proceed merely from the faulty 
administration, and offer the occupjring or pro- 
tecting power means of conciliating universal con« 
fidence, by correcting them. 

Turkey is not an inland country, but a maritime 
country — ^not only accessible by water, but bisected 
by the sea ; its capital cleft into three parts by the 
sea, its communications intercepted by the sea ; 
and this sea not only commanded by the ciccupy- 



Digitized 



EUSSIA, AND TURKEY- 77 

ing power^ but as exclusively her^s as if it were an 
inland lake. 

The destruction of the Janissaries and Der^ 
Beys swept awaj all internal combination against 
the power of the Sultan. How immensely has it 
not then facilitated the quiet possession of the 
empire by the protector of the Sultan. Had they 
not been destroyed, Turkey would not have the 
union of material means> which to-day render a. 
hostile attack on the part of Russia impossible*, 
but she would have had the wilJ, the thought of 
resistance^ which has now vanished. Her pro- 
vinces would have been open to the Russians, her 
Rayas their partisans ; but 8000 Russians would 
never have encamped on the Bosphonis; and even 
had she fallen, the Janissaries would have remained 
a national body, and a centre of resistance ; and 
the D^re Beys, like the Polish nobles, would have 
rallied the bolder spirits under their banners, or 
even maintained a wild and mountain independ* 

* Even in the last war, although Turkey brought into the 
field only raw boys, formed into battalions as they were sent 
Into the field, two battalions only having been enrolled a year, 
and in all 90,000 of so called regulars, without a staflP, 

without officers, yot the result of the campaign of 1828 was 
exceedingly favourable to the Turks. The campaign of 
was only not ao because the general did not obey his 
orders, and because Diebitch pushed across the Balkans. 
European diplomacy alone crowned his temerity with success. 
Turkey, with all her faults, had she not been deprived of her 
fleet, must have been successful. « 
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ence^^^heir destruction offers to Rusna liar greater 
hopes, but renders those hopes precarious ; for 
formerly Turkey was insulated from Europe by 
the fanaticism entertained by these bodies/^^While 
their disappearance exposes to her attacks, to her 
protection, the government and the capital, — it 
allows^ it forces the whole nation to receive, to 
invoke from England moral courage, and political 
mi^KHt and direction. 

Strange and wonderful combination, withoat 
precedent in former events, without parallel in its 
immense consequences ! This hitherto haughty 
and intractable people of Mussulmans has been 
^brought to implore the tutelage of a Christian 
power* An empire which, in extcfnt, in resources, 
in population, in position, and in individual quali- 
ties and courage — ^in all, in fact, save instruction—- 

Valentini makes a confHsion, of no little importance, that 
tlie veteran generals were reminded, by the young Turkish 
troops, of the French at the commencement of the war of the 
revolution : — " Tela que lea Fran^ais d'alora combatt^rent 

lean adversairea sana eonnaissance, et aana exercise, tela 
" nous avons vu aujourd'hiti lea Oamanlis' faire lear pre^ 
'* tniert essait, sous Us mimes auspices. Des coops d^iftift* 
•* ctoufferont toujours des forces naissantes, qui par une 
*' guerre leote et methodique se seraient elevces d une puis- 
** sance formidable." — Guerre confre les Turcs, page 229. 

Hia impartiality nay be judged of by the following avowal, 
which proves, moreover, the truth of the above statement 

Si nons trouvons ici toujours 800 hommes engages contre 

SOOO, et avoir le dessous, on n'y verra rien que de tr^s 
" naturel et rien de d^sbonorant." — Page 248. 
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is one of the greatest on the £ace of the globe, is 
brought to look with ardent expectation for the 
arrival of a foreign squadron, and a body of 
auxiliaries in its capital; and to expect, from 
their presence, the contrary of what they have 
experienced from Russia — reformation of internal 
abuses, and restoration of their independence ! 

Undeb thbse circumstances, it is eti- 
dent that the defence of tukkey must 
precede occupation. 

Should a stronger feeling of nationality than we 
miticipate, burst forth among the Turks, on the 
occupation of Constantinople, the most ardent 
spirits would retire inwards, to the mountains, or 
they would be received under the protection of 
Mehemet Ali, or his successor, so as to leave to 
Russia the only portion of the country, the pos- 
session of which is desirable to her. But the 
Egyptian power would furnish new pretexts and 
means to Russia for excluding all European 
intervention — ^for excluding all other powers from 
the eastern partition — which only ignorance or 
madness can lead any other cabinet to dream of 
sharing in. 

If, after the event of occupation, England and 
France found it impossible to endure the conse- 
quences, and resolved on making an effort to 
expel Russia, they would find arrayed against 
them the very ^lirit of resistance which is 
now at their disposal. The Turks will fight, to 
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prevent tiieir country from becoming a field of 
contest* 

Russia once in Constantinople, is vulnerable 
only in Constantinople. The possessor of the 
capital possesses the empire ; the possessor of the 
Dardanelles possesses the East. The importance 
of neither has been felt, because the possessor 
knew not his own advantages ; but let Russia be 
there, she will feel them, and make them be felt. 

• Although the work of General Valentini is the fable of 
the Man who could paint, and the Lion that could not ; it 
abounds with admiMions of the individual superiority of the 
Turks, amidst the often merited abuse of the government, and 
its measures. 

** The Ottoman," he says, ** defends his arms, as every 
" thing he possesses, with greater pertinacity than any other 
\ nation, and fights with the devotion of despair, rather than 
*' surrender himself prisoner* 

** It isy therefore, yery conceivable that 5,000 armed Turks 
" should, by a spontaneous movement, have assembled behind 
" the breach of Brailow, to defend it. This is the conse- 
" quence of a natural warrior instinct, and of deeply-felt per- 
" sonal interest, which we will only attain to in our Christian 
" Governments, by a state of perfect civilisation. With us the 
" 6rst bomb shakes institutions," &c. — Page 240. 

Do not these few, but remarkable lines, establish the results 
that naturally flow from the causes we have been endeavour- 
ing to point out ? 

lo the very following page we find that Kustenji ignobly 
surrendered ; but for t/ie hononr of the^ commandant, it is 
<* assured that the garrison was almost entirely composed of 

old Janissaries." ' 



Digitized by Gopglc 



RUSSIA^ AND TURKEY. 



81 



If then» the allies, by a great effort, can force 

the Dardanelles, they may be able to crush the 
power of Russia. What consequences may follow 
such a contingency, we confess, appears to us 

involved in darkness ; but the chances are scarcely 
worth weighing, for we believe not in the proba- 
bility of Russia being attacked at all, and scarcely 
do we think, she will be attackable, when once 

• 

entrenched in force, behind the ramparts of the 

Dardanelles. 

There are men of no inconsiderable influence, 
who imagine, that in the event of the occupation 
of the Dardanelles by Russia, the other powers 
may scramble Ibr the provinces. The examination 
of the question into which we have entered, suflSces, 
we trust, to expose the emptiness of the expecta- 
tion of possessing any useful interest in Turkey or 
in the I^evant, on the occurrence of that contin- 
gency. Jt will then be for England and France 
not to look for lurther acquisitions, but to the 
defence of Malta and Algiers, and of so many 
other interests far and near. This idea is of 
course industriously spread by the agents of Russia, 
which, like all her suggestions, has hitherto been 
implicitly admitted by our ignorance. 

Now it is to be borne in mind that the Dar- 
danelles is the only point that Russia has to 
defend; that by its sole occupation she holds in 
subjection the whole Ottoman empire, defends 
her possession from all aggression, and places 

6 
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of her own territory where an attack or a diver- 
Hon could be made. Its occupatioD instantly 
covers her ^Hiole Hne» ftom Riga to Astrakan, and 
renders disposable not less than 100,000 men. 
Will mj eflforts be spared to render it impassable, 
impregnable ? It is only at three days* sail» with 
the regularly prevailing winds and currents, from 
the arsenal, crowded with ships, men, atofes, 
materiel, and artillery, that, in long expectation, 
has been constructed on the nearest point of her 
territory, and which seems to stretch out as far as 
possible into the Euxine, to shorten the space 
across which this southern eye of Russia looks on 
the inheritance of Constantine. 

We should regret that one moment of the atten- 
tion we can command should be diverted to futile 
discussion, or even to refutations of erroneous 
opinions. The best refutation is facts, which may 
Imve been n^ected, but which cannot be dmied ; 
still there is a necessity for referring to a pecu- 
liarly prejudicial opinion, which has of late been 
propagated by the press — the poaMhiUty of raiding 
. lip, out (if the ruhis of Turkey^ independent states 
OB a harrier io Bmda. Could any suggestion be 
imagined more capable of giving to our policy an 
uncertain and suspicious gait ? of perplexing it 
with remote deliberation and reference, at a mo- 
ment when vigorous action is imperative ; of ren- 
dering it mistrustful of aU, suspicious to all, mdi 
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useful to none, save our adversary ? This notion 
has been put fbrward, with a certain pomp^ in 
essays which have found, in this middle term, 
a show of conciliation between two necessarily- 
opposed prineiplesy the one of European prqudioe» 
that Turkey must be lost ; the other of English 
interest, that she must be preserved. The eleva- 
tion of these states is» moreover, held out as a 
threat to Russia. A threat to Russia ! It would 
seem the ingenious suggestion of a Russian agent, 
had not past experience sufficed to prove, that the 
ablest generals, diplomatists, and agents, of Russia, 
have never served her as she has been served bgr 
her antagonists. 

The unity of the Ottoman power has not only 
been the cause of its permanency, but is the un- 
equivocal object of the desires of the whole of 
these populations, whose interests imd affections 
are thus arbitrarily disposed of. If they wish to 
correct and control that unity, it is clear they 
have no idea of destroying it*^ The detaib into 

* The niMt remarkable rerolts of the last few years bear 
nnequivoeal tettimooy to the rotenaity ami oniTeraality of thia 
fteUog. 

When Mitatapha Bairaktar led his victorious Albanians to 

the capital, it was to relieve the Sultan from the control of the 
Janissaries. When the Servians revolted, under Czerni 
Oeorge» it was to expel the Due or Janissaries of Servia ; 
and» to prove that their revolt was not against the Snltaa, they 
left nnocenpied the fortressea tbey'had taken. Mustaphaf 
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which we have' already entered, may probably pon- 
tain internal evidence of our opinion not being 
formed in a closet, remote firoin the subject we are 
treating. We might perhaps rest satisfied with 
denying. the conclusion ; but we will not place the 
9lipremacy of the Sultan and the unity of the 
empire as a final object, as a political axiom, 
without offering some considerations, which we 
deem conclusive, in its support. 

The repairing of an edifice is not generally 

Pacha of Scodra, called West Roumelia to arms, and marched, 
at the head of 20,000 men, on Monastir. His proclamations 
breathed respect and loyalty for the Sultan, and called on the 
jfaithful to unite, to release him from the thraldom of evil coun- 
«ellors« Ibrahim Pacha put forward, as his best claims to the 
•support of Anatoly, that he marched under the sanction of a 
secret intelligence with the Sultan to emancipate him from 
Russian protection. Mehemct Ali, supposed in Europe to aim 
at occupying the throne, was as much overawed by this preju- 
dice or opinion as bis meanest fellow subjects. The utmost 
limit of his secret aspirations was, succession of the Seraskier, 
or the presidency of a Council of Regency. Even the Rus- 
sians, in passing through the territories annex^es k per- 
petuite a TEmpire," prevented opposition, by proclaiming 
that they marched not against the Sultan, but, by his orders, 
against some rebel Pachas. This notion they propagated, 
even after their invasion. By means of it, they occupied the 
important position of Anapa. Is such a principle to be treated 
with levity ? Is such an element of power to be -saeri6ced 
to the lucubrations of some periodical publications, who 
have occupied the vacant field of European publicity and 
discussion ? 
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Commenced by knocking down the scaffolding; 
tnit here» not the scaffolding but the edifice itself is 

to be destroyed, by the measures proposed for its 
restoration. But what is the new form, to make 
room for which so much is to be sacrificed ? Have 
we not had sufficient proofs what means of self- 
defence small federated states possess against 
neighbouring monarchies? Appeal to every in- 
stance» from the Achean league to the German 
confederation: they will show but internal dis- 
union and external weakness. Look at the large 
peninsula of Italy* containing above twenty mil- 
lions of a civilised and refined population, where 
one religion, one supreme church, one language, a 
common origin, a common history, common ruins, 
common interests, the same songs, the same music, 
the same school-books — all is to be found that can 
give to a great people unity of feeling, and, conse- 
quently, power. This people is, moreover, great 
in art and science, rich in literature — ^it possessies 
admirable roads, an exuberant soil, an immense 
commerce, and a position iaX to command the 
world. Here you have the independent states 
that are to bring independence to Turkey — and 
what is the result ? What is the iiidependence 
of Italy? what is its weight in the political scale? 
Nothing — less than nothing — a minus quantity — 
and only not absorbed by one neighbouring mo- 
' narchy because* another has contested the pos- 
session i hut not contested it, as the partition of 
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Turkey, in distant diplomatic council chamben, 

but in bloody struggles on the banks of the Adige, 
the Po» and the Tiber. 

But what a contrast in the homogeneitj of 
Italy, and the multitude of distinct races and 
hostile religions which now esist, separate and at 
peace, under the shadow of the TuiUsh dond« 
nion ! The separate existence of each race is 
impossible ; for» if even not attacked from with* 
out, they are too far advanced in civilization 
not to be vulnerable; th^ are not far enough, 
(as what people ever has been ?) to be moderate 
among themselves. What race, then, is to be pre- 
dominant ? Will the Greeks submit to the Ser* 
vians, the Servians to the Albanians, the Bosniacs 
to the Bulgarians, the Turks to the Armenians ? 
The very supposition, should it be generally 
spread, would suflSce at this moment to convulse 
the Empire. Nor are these antipathies created 
by race, language, and habits, alone. There is a 
far more important source of disunion — religion. 
Independent of Islamism, there are four great 
religious systems spread over the empire, with 
central church governments, complicating the sub- 
divisions of races by other lines of demarcation, by 
other and more dangerous oppositions. 

While the abuses of the Turkish government 
have been so industriously dwelt upon, wbo has 
ever dreamt of investigating the inherent difficul- 
ties, of conciliating the interests, of restraining the 
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f m Am§ » of matptaitring the equality, of so incoii* 

gruous an assemblage? What traveller has not 
observed the fanaticism, the antipatby, of all these 
sects— their hostility to each other? Who has 
traced their actual repose to the toleration of 
Islamism? Islamism, calm, absorbed, without 
spirit of dogma, or views of proseljrttsm, imposes at 
present on the other creeds the reserve and silence 
wiiich characterise itself. But let this moderator, 
be removed, and the humble professions now con- 
fined to the sanctuary would be proclaimed in the 
oourt and the camp; pcditical power and political 
enmity would combine with religious domination 
and religious animosity ; the empire would be de- 
higed in hlood, until a nervous afm«"""tlie arm of 
Russia — appears to restore harmony, by despotism* 
Did not the animosities of the eastern and western 
diurelies lay the Greek empire at the feet of the 
Turkish conqueror ? Open abruptly the political 
arena to similar contentions, the same scene would 
be reproduced ; and even if the Christian sects 
alone remained, the theologian and sectarian acri- 
mony of Mount Athos, of Etchmiazin, and the 
Vatican, would reappear, unaccompanied by the 
.remnants of the science and i^osophy of Athens 
and of Rome. 

If these considerations are not sufficient to prove 
the utter impossibility of raising the Turkish em- 
pire by destroying the Turkish supremacy, whether 
religious or civil, look at Greece. Is her revolu- 



Digitized by Gopgle 



98 



ENOLAND, FAAKCE» 



.tioil not the real cause of the late progress of 
Russia ? Look at Egypt. Has not the Mussul- 
man schism brought on the actual crisis ? Would 
you still increase such chances ? Can Mehemet 
All restore the unity of power, by occupying the 
Saltan's throne? If he could, a struggle must 
first take place ; that struggle brings Russia to 
Constantinople. Can Greece replace Turkey* 
unless Turkey is destroyed ? But then, does not 
Russia step in? A contest constitutes her in- 
stantaneously arbiter; and that contest, in the 
actual posture of affairs, she can at any hour bring 
about*. 

Numerous are the considerations that press upon 
us, in support of these conclusions ; but they appear 

* Russia will not bring abont that contest until she is pre> 

pared with a sufHcicnt disposable force, and with sufficient 
means of transport, — until the pitch of hopelessness and 
resignation has been reached* which she may see necessary in 
the Turkish government and people ; and until the state of the 
west diminishes to the slightest possible chance the slight 
probabflities of an after coalition against her ; but these con- 
siderations are all subordinate to the seism of Turkey. 
This it is that perplexes her victim in resources and in mind — 
this it is that gives her her rights of protector — that distracts 
European opinion and policy. If, therefore, she sees Mehemet 
Ali in danger of falling by himself, she must hasten the 
crisis; at this moment his position seems more precariona 
than ever — and this is strangely the moment taken to get up 
Mehemet All's credit in Paris and London ! . This is roost 
ominous I 
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to US truths so self-evident, when fairly stated, 
that the prolongation of the discussion might em- 
hairass the judgment without strengthening the 

conviction. 

The settlement of Greece, such as it is, has cost 
ten times the trouble that would have sufficed to 

organize Turkey. The settlement of the Egyp- 
tian question in £gypt, or in the Mediterranean, 
involves ten times the danger and difficulties that 
would be incurred in bumbling Russia at Constan- 
tinople. The cabinets of France and England 
liave themselves created the dilemma in virhich 
they are placed ; the responsibility under which 
they stand is self incurred ; they cannot now, by 
any possibility, retreat, even if they had no inte- 
rests of their own at stake. 
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CHAPTER VI. * 

Examination in detail of material condition of Government. — 
Causes and effects of various alleged insurrections of the 
€hrdtf Lantf mf AUmmsuu, — QsMsi isukpettdMce itf tkt 
Senkttu. — SuUe Fimmiiu^'--^AgncuUw€ smd C0Hm$ree, 

The degradation of the goveromentsoaaturaUj 
leads to the suppontiim of an equal degradatioD 
and depression of the national interests, that it is 
necessarj to the just appreciation of the state of 
this country to examine in detail its material 
condition. 

The weakness of the government, which brings 

discredit on the country, has been, in many 
respects, advantageous to its well-being, seeing 
that the action of the government, slight as it is, 
is almost always wrong. The grounds of this 
belief we shall state as condselj as possible. 
We will first point out the causes and effects of 
various alleged insurrections, of the Curds, Lazes, 
and Albanians, of the quasi independence of 
the Servians, and then examine the state of 
the finances of airriculture and of commerce. 
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The revolt of the Curds, which has been so often 

cited as a proof of the disorder of the country, is 
only an attempt on their part to resut a project 
of the government for settling them permanently 
in villages — an attempt never dreamt of formerly, 
and for which, if it is properly condncted, and if it 
succeeds, the government will be entitled to the 
highest commendation — ^it will add to the resources 
of the state more than has been lost by the inde- 
pendence of Greece. 

. The Albanians are in a state of nominal submis- 
sion, bnt of passive hostility, to the Porte. Imme- 
diately after the conclusion of the Russian war, 
that country assembled in arms ; it was entirely 
subdued. It offered to the Porte a nursery of 
excellent troops, and might furnish several hun- 
dred thousand men. They were opposed to th6 
nizzam, but more so the change of dress, which 
was an incident ; however, thdr armed opposition 
was subdued. Having hitherto existed by mili- 
tary service — ^ignorant of the arts of peace, and 
despising them — beaten in the field, controlled in 
their markets and castles, they had no alternative 
but unconditional submission and acceptance of 
military service necessary to their existence. The 
Porte, however, removed the only man who had 
oomlnned suffidentfirmness and judgment to sdibdue 
and control them, so that advantage has not been 
taken as yet of the immense resources they offer 
to the onpire, nor of the consequences of their 
subjugation — deprived at present of the means of 
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existence — ^not cobtrolled either by superior force 
or by a ruler capable of forming a party among 
them, or of overawing tbem» they exist in a state 
of useless and nominal submission, committing of 
necessity partial depredations, until the Porte 
thinks fit to send there a fit governor, and to 
relieve the plethora of the country by enlisting a 
considerable body of them. 

Servia is said to be independent, and therefore 
that from a useful province it is become a hostile 
state. Servia, as a province of Turkey, paid no 
tribute, in consequence of the disturbed condition 
it has been in for forty years ; it supported, how* 
ever, 2,000 spahis, soldiers possessing fiefs, who 
certainly rendered the Porte but slender service, 
and were the chief causes of its convulsion* The 
Servians, oppressed in turns by. the Sultan's pachas 
and by their provincial janissaries, were almost 
constantly in a state of revolt. Three armies have 
been lost in that country — the neighbouring pro- 
vinces distressed and exhausted, and auxiliaries 
offered to every invader, in the warlike inhabitants 
of this advanced position. 

Since the settlement that took place at the end 
of the last year, Servia is to pay a r^ular tribute 
of 3,500,000 piastres yearly. It has become at- 
tached, by its dearest interests now coinciding 
with long prejudices and feelings, to the supreme 
dominion of the Porte, which assures it the most 
Unlimited fireedom of internal administration and 
commerce, advantages which it can appreciate 
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better than any other province, by the contrast 

which its position enables it« daily to make with 
the Servian tribes under the administration of 
Austria. Its prosperity, important in itself, ex- 
tends its influence to the surrounding country : its 
tranquillity and loyalty restrains the Bosniacs and 
the Albanians, while the independence and the 
elevation of the social position of the Servians ele- 
vate the character of the Rayas elsewhere, and 
render impossible lornier oppression by the refuge 
it affords, and the respect it commands. Instead 
of the Porte's having in future to expend its 
resources, and the blood of its subjects, in quelling 
revolts produced in Servia by its maladministraF 
tion, Servia becomes the means of restraining 
commotions elsewhere ; and instead of its offering 
auxiliaries to foreign foes» it has 30,000 brave and 
warlike troops; and, in case of invasion, 100,000 
to defend the empire; if, indeed, and that is 
always to be understood, the Turkish Government 
can be brought to be a friend to its people and 
itself. Although the various Treaties between 
Russia and the Porte have stipulated this internal 
freedom and independence for Servia, Russia 
used every effort to pt^vent the fulfilment of the 
stipulations she extorted, so as to lose entirely, for 
the. moment, the affections of this people, and to 
confirm their attachment to the existence of the 
Porte, by compktely unmasking her own designs. 
This is the only independent state of the east. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



94 



ENGLAND, FKANCE, 



that has not imitated Europe, an imitation uni- 
versally fatal. The jCrimea — Turkey itself— in as 
far as that imitation has extended; Egypt; 
Greece— -ove all instances of the impossihility - 
of engrafting European fiscality on the simplicity 
of eastern institutions, and of forcing it on the 
adverse prejudices, opinions, and interests of the 
people. The cause of this happy difference is,- 
that the above-mentioned states have seen but 
the results of European civilisation at a distance ; 
Servia has seen the meaM on her own borders. 

A revolt, as it has been termed, has recently 
been quelled in Lazistan, on the eastern frontier 
of Anatoly. The facts are these :— In this strong 
and remote district, the Dere Beys had main- 
tained their ground. ' There were from twenty to 
thirty of them, possessing from fifty to five hun- 
dred villages each, recognising no authority save 
their own, paying no tribute to the Porte, and 
constatttfy at war among themselves. In the last 
Russian war, they naturally were unable to make 
any head against her— -they joined (whra they did. 
join) the different pachas with hostile ob|eGts, and 
were by them considered more dangerous than the * 
avowed enemy; besides, mihny of them were in 
correspondence with Russia. This conduct, and 
ihe humiliation of defeat, exasperated the whole 
country against them. At this period a great 
amelioration took place in the general adminv- 
stvaticMi of the Pachalic of Tvebizond, in which 
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-LBsbtan was indoded; the pacha was dis- 
gracedy and ordered to Constantinople ; he was 
then reappoioted* and, on his retarn. a total change 
was observed in his conduct and administration. As 
the strength of the Der^ Beys had always been io 
the weakness of the provincial goremon, and in 
their mal-administration, this change instantly 
blew into a flame the disaffectioa of the Lazes to 
their hereditary chiefs. These had, however, nn- 
merous partisans — they assembled troops — Tousji 
0|^u» the most powerful of them, had constructed 
at once a fortress and a pakce at Rizch, and had 
collected 15,000 men. Achmet Pacha» the kiaya 
of the Pacha of Trebizond, was sent against him» 
with, as he says, 7,000 — as the Lazes themselves 
say* 1»500 men. One shot alone was fired. Tousji 
Oglon's men dispersed instantly, or joined the Sul- 
tan's troops. He himself was taken ; his castle, so 
extensive, that it required the daily efforts of 500 
men during a month to overturn it, taken, and 
the other chiefs dispersed, to maintain themselves 
as long 88 possible in their holds ; but th^ were 
every where pursued 1^ the indignation of the 
people, and, notwithstanding there was not at the 
disposal of the Pacha a force suffident, unassisted, 
4o have reduced one of them in his strong hold, if 
prq>erly defended, yet in four months not one 
remaitted. Two of the principals were executed, 
the remainder were suffered to go and remain un- 
molested, but without authority in the country; 
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but severaU who had had connection with Russia, 
took refuge in her territories^. 

Here then a revolt, which is supposed directed 
against authority, and quelled by an exercise of 
power, is in fact a revolution in a province hitherto 
in a state of anarchical independence, which has 
ended by connecting it with the remainder of the 
empii'e, and prepares it to be converted into a 
formidable barrier against Russia, from which it is 
now detached. Russia is there at present the ob- 
ject of a hatred, unequalled even in the remainder 
of Turkey ; that feeling will gradually wear off, if 
the. Porte acquires sufficient strength to force upon 
them Salian Ichtsab. &:c. Those violations of her 
principles and her creed, which have cost her so 
many insurrections, have occasioned her so much 
weakness, given so much strength to Russia, and 
to which she is so wedded, and the nation so 
opposed, that the weakness of the government 
becomes a condition of its existence. 

These are some of the very recent imitations of 
European fiscalky affecting exchange, and levied 
by government tax-gatherers. The immutable code 
and creed of Islamism establishes a tenth of profits^ 
of all descriptions, as the only Intimate tax col- 
lected by the people themselves. The Arab political 
economists hold, that a tenth of promts furnishes 
the maximum of revenue. At an eariy period, even 

* Rusiia has made much boast of delivermg up to the Porte 
Cadi Kirnn ; but he w€u not a Wrh Bey. 
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under Omar, scales of assessment were introduced* 

On the occupation of Constantinople, several imi- 
tations of the Greek system comipted the sim- 
plicity and beauty of the Turkish ; still it has 
remained the best, the steadiest system of finance 
in Europe, notwithstanding the political misfor- 
tunes of the country, the errors into which it has 
Mlen» the violence that has been exerted against it» 
the necessities under which Uie state has laboured, 
have never led to bankruptcy*, or to the incurring 
of foreign debt ; and no abuse at present exists that 
is not branded with the word abuse, and which 
cannot be removed without impairing the system. 
This statement may little agree with the epithets 
of travellers* note books* We trust, in future, it 
will be found necessary to know something of the 
institutions of Turkey, before either condemning 
- or admiring them. 

There is, perhaps, no district in any country, 
Servia excepted, where greater contentment rrigns 
at this moment, or greater devotion to their sove* 
reign ; and the motives are self-evident, — the old 
abuses have been swept away, the new ones have 
not been introduced. Lazistan is a sample of the * 
feelings that would at this moment animate and 
connect the whole empire, if the Sultan had felt 
what he could make of his empire when he had 

* The depreciation of the currency, ioBtead of being a mode 
of meeting cliiBculties, in fact increased them — the currency 

ia not paper, 

H 



Digitized by Google 



ENGLAND, FRAKC£» 



destroyed the Jaaissaries. Lazistan to^ay ex« 

Mints a living proof of the astonishing impulse 
which this empii^e has at times received from an 
able mosciarch or vizier, and renders credit^e and 
intelligible, relations and events, which otherwise 
would appear fabulous or incomprehensible. 

The Lazes are of Georgian origin, and hav<^ 
since the possession of Georgia by Russia, gradi»- 
ally been converted to Islamism. The proxim^j 
of Russia had from the first introduced elements 
of disorganization into this province ; the authority 
of the Porte was weakened, and finally subverted, 
by the oj^iertunities thus afforded to the Dhri 
Beys to usurp its authority. But the very means 
employed by Russia, to open to her thb barrier of 
the empire, prepared a new and extraordinary 
element of resistance. 

Without entering into the causes, it is sufficient 
to state that numerous examples prove the fact, 
that wherever D^re Beys have superseded the 
municipal bodies, the people have lost their indi- 
vidual character, their tenacity for their ancient 
habits, traditions, and rehgion. Russia introduced 
disorders into this province, and fomented them ; 
the Dere Bey system sprang up, and this, with the 
discredit attached to Christianity by the neigh- 
bouring administration of Russia, has led to the 
apostacy of the Lazes. Russia, in separating 
them administratively fi:om the Porte, has brought 
about their religious ungion to the Sultan— she bas^, 
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moreover, raised their character; for it must be 
observed* that the difference here is not between 
the Bible and the Koran, between Christianity 
and Islainism, but between the superstition and 
idolatry of the Greek church and the simplicity of 
the Mussulman practice, between two systems of 
which the apparent differences are religious, but of 
which the material differences are political and 
social. 

The Georgians are proverbial for drunkenness 
and debauchery; they are not brave, they are 
superstitious. Those who have become Mussul- 
men seem to have entirely abjured the charac- 
teristics of their race; they have become sober*, 

• 

* *' The epitaph of Darius, which records his remarkable 

power of drinking much vvine, and bearing it well, presents 
** a singular trait of national manners, and it is curious to mark 

the change, in this respect, of modern times." — Fbaser's 
History of Persia, p. 110. 

This, til a note, Is an admission made by the conscientioas- 
ness of Mr. Fraser. • 

Klaproth, speaking of the ancient wild rights of the Circas- 
sian princes, adds, " Ccpendant ils y ont renonc^s en em- 
*' brassant le mahometanism. Depuis cette epoque le pcuple 

a aussi change les habitudes sous beaucoup de rapports. 
'* lis buvaient de I'eauHle-vie ^ I'exc^s, &c., k present ils 
^ s'abadennent de toutes ees dHMes."— Klaproth's TMeau 
ihi Caucase, p. 74. 

We have never dreamt of answering objections or refiiting 
false opinions, or false testimony, regarding Turkey. But 
while this page is under correction, a number of a periodical, 
devoted to popular instruction, benevolently intended to dispel 
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chaste, and hospitable ; these are habits of their 

new faith. Their character has acquired dignity 
hy belonging to the honoured class. In confirma- 
tion of this change of spirit, the establishment of 
their schools in each village dates from the epoch 
of its conTersion. 

We have dwelt thus particularly on this district, 
for three reasons: — first because it illustrates 
fordblj the character of the people, and the prio- 

ignorance, refute errara, and destroy prejudices, is opened by 
the writer ; it treats the hundreds of thousands that benefit 
by its nsefiil knowledge, to an artide on mtoxicati&n and 

opium eating in Turkey, and refers to a former article on the 
same subject. This is really intolerable. The falsehoods 
and nonsense put fortli (of course proceeding from some one 
who has written a book on Turkey), are below observation, 
and we notice it only in the hope that the benevolent and 
enlightened directors of that publication may examine and 
test the truths of the assertions they are the means of pro- 
pagating. 

The writer of these pages, after five years spent in Turkey, 
knows but one old man who eats opium. He knows three 
in England, two being ladies. Hit individual experience 
would lead him to report in Turkey the English as opium 
eaters. l*he opium eating story is one of those instances of 
European ignorance and credulity with which a European 
traveller may amuse his Turkish entertainers. 

This note has been submitted to a gentleman who has 
travelled long in the East, as many have, and who has had 
the rather extraordinary advantages of acquaintance and 
friendships beyond the pale of Frank society. His observe* 
tioo was, *' add my tix yta^ rambkt in Turkey withtmt knom^ 
" ing or teeing one opium eater," 
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ciples of the Turkish systems, old and new : se- 
condly^ because it is a portion of this province that 
Russia has extorted by the convention of St. Pe- 
tersburgh : thirdly* because it shows the state of a 
population* the name of which is scarcely known*, 
which has never been visited by a traveller, and 
whicb» even at Trebixottd, is represented as so 
wild and savage, that it is impossible to land on 
the coast. 

' In all these instances it is evident that appear- 
ances are fallacious, that the very causes of despair 

to the friends of Turkey, are really proofs of the 
great facility of governing that exist, if properly 
used. This is still further established, by general 
submissiveness to a corrupt administration ; and 
the absence of crime, which there are no visible 
means of punishing or repressing. 

Prosperity is arrested by want of confidence — ^by 
restrictions on production and commerce — ^by the 
eminentlyhostile attitude of Russia — the precarious- 
ness of internal tranquillity — by the misintelligence 
between Mehemet Ali and the Porte, and by t&e 
effects, still unrepaired, of the late events in Ana- 
toly: under such unfavourable circumstances, it 
would be irrational to look for any very remark- 
able improvement ; and the slightest indication of 

• " La quatrit^me branclie ties Georgiens comprend les 
" Lazi — c*est un peuple farouchet" — Klapbotu's Tableau^ 
dtt Cmteoiep p. 87. 
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improvement must afford alike matter of surprise 
and congratulation* 

The absence of aH statistical returns, and the 
extreme difficulty of obtaining general information, 
and of knowing, with any degree of certainty, in 
lirhat state Turkey is, throw difficulties in the 
way of obtaining correct estimates, that hitherto 
have proved insurmountable. The revenue, drawn 
almost exclusively from production, is the best, 
and, indeed, the only official test of the condition 
of the country ; and we have fortunately had the 
means of ascertaining pretty accurately the state 
in which it is. The revenue, compared with 
former peHods, is reduced, by the defalcation of 
the tribute of Greece — of IMoIdavia and Wallachia 
•^of Albania, for many years — of Servia and Bos* 
nia, Egypt, Syria, and Candia-— of Bagdad^ and of 
the Pachalics of Erzeroum, Kars, and Akhalsich, 
which liave scarcely paid any thing to the PoriQ 
since the Russian war. The regular expenditure^ 
on the other hand, for the army, navy, and admi- 
nistration, has been gradually increasing, and has 
doubled within the last eight years*. This year 

* Notwitfaatanding 300,000/. have been expended on the 
fetthritiee on the Sultana's marriage, a new palace, a large, new, 
and several minor tehools, herraeks, and other edifices, debts 

and progressive redemption of a species of long annuity, at 
12 per cent., have absorbed 200,000/. more. I'hese sums 
ought not to figure as regular expenditure, and amount to 
60,000,000 piastres. 
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there has been a very GonsideraUe extra expendi- 
ture, yet we have grounds for asserting that there 

is a larger surplus of revenue over expenditure 
than has been obtained for a century. Yet there 
has been no confiscation — no very crying abuse or 
extortion — none that have prodted the treasury ; 
so that the increase proves a very positive and 
very astonisliing increase of production. 

A larger body of troops are on foot than ever 
were maintained before, a standing army of 60,000 
men*, with all the necessary administration, and 
without sufficient control in the expenditure, occa-» 
sions a heavier outlay than formerly Hi or 300,000 
irregulars. 

The fleet has occasioned considerable expendi- 
ture ; and the construction of new vessels, within 

the year, repairs or building alone, if paid in 
money, would amount to 30,000,000 piastres — ^it 
really cost the government a much larger sum in 
the diminution of revenue appropriated to this 
object. 

The pay of civil servants now begins to figure 
in the budget, having before been allowed to pay 
themselves— -their number has been considerably 

reduced. The Pachas have been reduced to a 

. * The regular troops are an additional expense of thirty 
millions beyond the sum paid for the Janissaries, and the re« 
venne of the fiefs of 12,000 cavalry, which government has 
taken into its own hands, having enrolled the holders in 
regiments. 
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fourth of theii' former number, which greatly faci- 
litates the administration, while it is a relief from 
heavy charges and great abuses. The salaries 
have not yet been settled — ^but the ministers, and 
several of the higher functionaries, have already 
commenced drawing their salaries from the trea- 
sury; although additional resources are still left 
them, they receive £.4800 per annum. 

It is not alone war and revolt that have weighed 
down the nation, but the expenses of these wars, 
and the subsidies to Russia. Thus, independently 
of the expenses of the war, nearly i;.Ji,500,000 
have been paid to Russia. The Egyptian campaign 
is calculated at £.1,500,000— the Albanian at 
£.1,000,000. These charges have, of course, 
directly or indirectly, to be borne by the cultivator, 
their means of production crippled, and the 
treasury impoverished. 

Considerable capital has been expended in the 
erection of schools and churches by the tributaries, 
in consequence of the permission granted , after 
having been withheld for two centuries ; this is so 
much withdrawn from the sources of production. 

But the greatest misfortune, of all, has been the 
drought of this season, which has every where 
seriously injured the grain crops. Some provinces 
are in great distress, and if the whole country is 
not afflicted with the horrors of famine, it is solely 
owing to the astonishing increase of cultivation 
during the last sowing time ; still, prices, compared 
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witti last year, have advanced 20 per cent, and 
the average of last jear was above former ones, 
in consequence of the demand from the country 
that formerly supplied grain. 

This internal prosperity, that has overcome so 
many and such great obstacles to its development, 
has made itself be felt on external commerce. 
During the last three' months, traffic is in a state 
of stagnation, in consequence of the Plague. The 
Persian trade has been interrupted by an act of 
Intimate retaliation. Still our exports to this 
country must, during the last year, have greatly 
exceeded the former one. The prospects for the 
next year are still more encouraging, grain 
has in a great measure failed, but the crops of 
Indian Com, and especially of Rice» exceed every 
expectation. Silk has been produced in quantities 
exceeding any former period, and the price has 
likewise advanced, in consequence of the supposed 
diminution in Italy and Spain*. 

Cotton and Woolf have also increased, though 
not in the same proportion. The fruit crop has 
been very abundant ; oil most abundant, and in 
great demand:): ; so that while the exportations of 

* Silk has advanced 20 per cent. 

■f Wool „ 15 percent. 

The exportation of oil was formerly prohibited, so that 
the permission was to be purchased at a rate and with diffi- 
culties too great to render the exportation important. The 
production was tliertlbre neglected. Tliis prohibition and 
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Turkey, on which she depends for the means of 

purchasing, are greatly augmented, prices have 
not fallen* but» on the contrary, have greatly ad- 
vanced in almost every article*. 

But the source of the prosperity is the increasing 
independence of the peasantry ; and the lightening 
of the local burthens. Great and beneficial altera- 
tions must liave taken place in these points, to per- 
mit of any amelioration under actual circumstances ; ^• 
it i3 on the progress of these alterations, that hopes 
of increased consumption of our manufactures 
miist be founded* This increase will of course be 
immediately affected by the large credit which this 
year's production will open to Turkey in Europe. 

It is to be remiarked, that this commercial pros- 
perity is not owing to measures adopted by the 

the monopoly of it have been removed, although the trade 
in it is not entirely free. Tliis, with tlie reduction of duty on 
olive oil in England, and the demand at Marseilles, has already 
caused an increase of 20 per cent., although the erop is mora 
abundant than in any year ainee 1828. 
. * Opium has for three years been a monopoly (it is die 
only monopoly In Turkey), during which time the official 
exports have dwindled to one-half, but the diminution is by 
no means so great, as large quantities are smuggled. The 
increase of this article does not» therefore, keep pace with 
the rest ; it is represented this year as stationary, the price has 
advanced SO per cent* It peifiaps is superfluous to observe, 
that opium is produced for exportation for the China market, 
the home consumption being so small as not to enter in any 
degree into the merchants' calculations, ll opium were largely 
consumed in Turkey it could not be a monopoly. 
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care of the government for the protection of 
eommerce* It is the result of the improved poli- 
tical coodition of the producer* and has to contend 
against the will, intention, and, as far as it can 
go, the injurious regulations of the government*. 
Not one measure has heen adopted to favour 
commerce since the opening of the oil-trade, a 
measure forced by the menaces of Mitjlene^ 
when arguments were found of no avaiL Since 
then a monopoly of muslins was attempted, in 
favour of the Armenian esnaf ; it was defeated 
by the representations of Lord Ponsonby. It was 
attempted to impose on the fairs the duty exacted 
in cities, on th6 sale of goods ; two &irs, rather than 
submit, dispersed ; one was held in a new place, 
to avoid the new imposition, which also has been 
abandoned. An attempt has been recently made 

* The most remarkable of these are the Teskeres, or Per* 
Mits, tot exportatiott. These have been styled by the mer* 
chants, " monopolies the tenn is, however, inapplieable^ 
they do not affect internal commerce — they do not affect those 

objects which interest any large class of producers — they are 
principally for wool, the price of vvhich has, however, advanced 
50 per cent., within five years ; valonia and galls, which are 
tiD^ne's property, and are collected in the moontams ; but they 
do not affect grain of any kind— salt, tobacco, fruits, cotton, 
silky &c. These permits amount to a tax, the inj ury of which 
would never have been observed, had it not touched the inte- 
rests of the Frank merchants. They are principally owing (o 
Russian interftrence, hut they are also an indication of pro- 
gress. Formerly, a governor would have taken by violence 
<«-he new seeks to take financially. 
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to prevent at fairs all money from circulating, save 
that of the Sultan. A moubayagi was sent to the 
fair of Cashan — ^he established a booth of 'change^ 
and published an order, that all foreign coin 
should be exchanged for money of the Sultan, 
according to the tariff. The tariff fixes, rela- 
tively to the other coin, the Turkish money 
2^ per cent, above its exchangeable va,lue: the 
result wais, that the camels and mules were imme- 
diately reloaded, and in a few hours the booth 
of the agent of the mint was left standing alone. 

The safeguard of Turkey is that habitual 
attachment to the chief of the state, which has 
held it together for so many centuries : one single 
fiscal regulation of this sort, without one paras 
profit to the treasury, endangers more that feeling 
than the loss of some thousand lives, or than the 
sack of a province. 

. This is a consideration of the very greatest im- 
portance; it shows that the causes and conse-^ 
qucnces of disorders, under a centralised and a 
localised administration, are . wholly distinct : that 
18^ insurrection in England or France would be 
against the government, and prove hatred to the 
government ; but insuirection in Turkey is against, 
or hitherto has been against, the local governor^ and 
in favour of the general government — supposed by 
us to wink at rebellion through weakness, but, in 
reality, considering a justifiable act, what we con- 
ceive treasonable. Now the local governors have 
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lost their power, now the government interferes 
with those interests which were inviolable before— 
markets and prices, and that through an agency 
equally obnoxious ; therefore do we now see re- 
sistance to the government itself, or a tendency 
that way. This explains how Russia may prepare 
for herself a teeming country, and a dissatisfied 
people, and, consequently, a powerless and despised 
government ; for the want of cohesiofto, uniformity, 
and centralisation in the government, takes from 
it all power, authority, and respect, when it acts 
against the character of the people, and their tra- 
ditional habits of self-administration. 

Other circumstances combine with these indica- 
tions of internal prosperity, to favour the suppo- 
sition of a rapidly-increasing traffic with Eng- 
land, which are— greater facUities and security 
of navigation and communication, than have 
hitherto existed — principally the establishment 
of insurance-companies for short voyages, which 
have been in operation for the last four or 
five years, but the full advantages of. which are 
only beginning to be felt now— ^ weekly post to 
Vienna, established six months ago — tlie opening 
of the Danube, and regular steam communication 
with Vienna by the provinces— the prospective 
establishment of steam communication with Mar- 
seilles — steam packets to ply regularly between 
Constantinople and Smyrna— a sailing packet be- 
tween Constantinople and Trebizond, which has 
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been plying for nearly a year— and steam-tugs to 

tow vessels through the Dardanelles and Bos- 
pboruSy where the long coatiauous prevalence 
ei northerly or southerly winds is the greatest 
drawback on tlie immense advantages of this 
unrivalled position. As to inland communication, 
a universal conviction now exists of the necessity oi^ 
establishing roads and posts — a commencement has 
even been made ; and on a point like this, where the 
advantages cannot be at all conceived until the 
results are seen, the commencement is the chief dif- 
ficulty*. A road has been commenced, and already 
carried 30 miles from Scutari, in the direction of 
Broussa — post carriages have been brought and 
tried, and this experiment is to decide on the 
feasibility of connecting by post roads the principal 
cities of the empire. 

This progress— these facilities, together with 
other considerations, if undisturbed by political 

' events, bid fair to render Turkey, in a few years, the 
largest mart in the world for English manufoctures.' 

But were England to acquire over the councils 
of Tujrkey the influence necessary even for its 
political existence, and use that counsel prudently, 
Turkey would be under the necessity of unloosing 
those administrative chains, those commercial pro-' 

I hibitions, that lock its resources from the light 
— then, and then only, can its worth be known. 

* Sinoe Att mm written, great progreft hM becn madet 
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A manufacturiiig j^eagke, our first element of 
prosperity, is abtmdaDt, and cheap materials. What 

■ unlimited supplies would this country not afford ? 

'. What natural facilities of transport by sea» and on 

j her now unfrequented rivers? What bounds to 
the production of cotton^ of the finest qualities — ■ 
of silk, of tobacco* of wool, of dyes and drags, of 
corn, ml, hemp, tallow, flax^? The facilities of 

, exchange render production comparatively clieaper 
than in any other of the countries from which 
these articles are at present exported in quantities. 
Her forests, and inexhaustible mines, offer riclier 
natural sources than are elsewhere to be found. 
Timber, of the finest qualities, may be procured 
for little more than the expense of transport and 
cutting ; and forests, almost wholly usekss, iarom 
which navies niiglit be built, are within three 
hours' sail of her capital. Copper is at present 
extracted, in thousands of tons, at a third of 
the market price of Europef, even by their 
ignorant processes; and it might be extracted 

* No article which forms a considerable item of export 
from Russia is permitted to be exported from Turkey, not- 
withstanding th« freC' imporiaiion of all goods* Why this is so, 
it u useless to inquire. How completely has Russia fooled the 

whole world, and on every question — war, politics, literature, 
hemp, tallow, flax, and linseed ! After all, these are the 
material points, and she alone knows bow to handle them. 
She has no commercial treaties. 

f The copper of the mines, administered by the Pacha of 
Tiebixondycoat him, wbeti transported to the shore, and twice 
refined after smelting, 3| J. per lb. 
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by tens of thousands of tons, at a diminished 

cost. 

The restrictions and prohibitions which act so 
'injuriously on Turkey, are, after all, trifling in 
themselves. We have not to struggle against 
a tariff; but to point out administrative errors, 
and direct administrative reforms, which will 
increase with their wealth, their custom — and 
in advocating these measures for our own 
benefit, we shall not be looked on with jealousy 
by the various national interests, but on the 
contrary a§ benefactors. This is a consideration 
of some importance, although it might require 
more development than the question, even yet, 
may command attention for. 

Were the commerce of Turkey thus emancipa- 
ted, so immense would be the production, that the 
I price of raw materials would fall throughout the 
world, and a revolution in commerce would take 
place similar (since there is nothing greater to 
which to compare it) to that produced by the dis- 
covery of America, We took the plants and seeds 
of Turkey, and discovered a new world fit for 
their expansion to set them in; we transported 
thither an European population to cultivate them.. 
But that world is at a distance, the labour of a 
irapidly-increasing population is dear, restrictions 
are placed on the returning the remunerating value 
of our produce. Here two contments lie known 
on the map, unknown, unexplored in their re* 
sources — men are at our disposal in millions-^ 
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labour is cheap, communication easy, a political 
I system and a commercial system, which we make 
1 such as suits us best; and which in so doing, ren- 
ders us supreme in the affections of the people— 
jno restrictions arrest or incommode our direct 
j traffic; and thence, north, south, east, and even 
I west, new markets extend. A combination of 
' commercial freedom may be here established, to 
fbalance first, and then destroy the sjrstems of com- 
mercial restriction extending in Europe. Every 
object we purchase will be paid for in British 
goods, and every ton, exported or imported, will 
jbe embarked in British bottoms. 

These results, whether as to the strengthening of 
Turkey, the obtaining a control over her councils, the 
production of a greater supply of cheapened raw 
materials, or greater demand for our wares, it is 
in the power of England to realise or frustrate, to 
hasten or retard. It is not by her policy alone 
that they are to be brought about, but also by her 
commercial system, as affecting Turkey both di- 
rectly and indirectly. Some of our commercial re- 
gulations have been more injurious to Turkey, even 
than our political errors. The preponderance of 
jliussia over Turkey, can be accounted for by the 
Tariff of England alone, and we trust this subject, 
hitherto enveloped in mystery, will soon be ren- 
^jlered intelligible. Above all things, some com- 

I 
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mercial concession at this moment is necessary*, 

as the means of preserving to ourselves the chief 
benefits of her future prosperity— of anticipatii^ 
a connection, the advantages of which, no other 
nation foresees at present, but which will hereafter 
become the object of rivahy and competition. 

* Several important reductions have been made on arti- 
cles which are largely imported from Turkey ; but if the dis- 
tinction were expi:essly made for Turkey, its moral effect 
would be very great, and this' might be the commeiicement 
of a reciprocity system, which other circumstances and expe- 
rience might modify, and to which other states might subse* 
quently be added. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Turkey, a portion of ike European syttem, — Union of France 

and Turkey^ as opposed formtrhj to j'iustria, and now to 
Russia. — Effect on France of exlens'ion of Russia to the. 
Mediterranean, — Effect on England,^ Onlif to he prevented 
by strengthening Turkey, — Uiuon of France and England 
. rmut ceaee, unices directed to this end, — Actual state of 
things necessarily leads to the proximate realisation of 
Eussia*s designs. 

We have hitherto treated Turkey as a principal 
questioDy referring to the powers of Europe merely 
in as far as their policy has influenced her state or 
existence ; we shall now examine the interests of 
those powers with respect to each other, referring 
to Turkey merely as the field of their contests, 
and in as far as its wealth, arms, couiuierce, posi- 
tions, and marine, may give influence and power 
to each of the rival or allied cabinets. 

A distinguished diplomatist, in tlie late appre- 
hensions occasioned by the complication of the 
Belgian affairs, and the representative of one of 
the great powers, observed, " Why all these alarms ? 

No gun wiU ever be fired in Europe for Belgian 
" independence. It is in the East, that the arena 

will be opened for the European struggle." 

Yes, it is rendered every day more evident, by 
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thronging events, the conviction is daily growing 

in the minds of those who direct tlie councils of 
Europe, that the solution of European embarrass- 
ments lies in the East, and that the Turkish ques- 
tion is not only a European question, but that 
it is the chief among them. 

In France there is a general, a vague idea, that 
the interests of England are principally involved 
in the preservation of Turkey ; while in England, 
it is supposed that it is France that is chiefly 
interested. We trust to be able to prove, not only 
that both are equally interested, but that there 
alone can the action of both Governments be com- 
bined for the purpose of maintaining, of preserving, 
those interests which are common to both. 

The political interests of France have ever been, 
and ever must be, opposed to the aggrandisement 
of Russia. They must be so, even if to-morrow 
Charles X. were restored by means of Russia. 
The interests of France are, and ever have been, 
connected with those of Turkey. What are her 
interests then in the aggrandisement of Russia at 
the expense of Turkey ? 

'When Austria and Poland pressed hard on 
Turkey, Louis XIV. poured 200,000 men into 
Germany, to restore the balance*. When menaced 
by Russia, French engineers and officers instructed 
the Turks, formed schools, raised batteries, and 
perseveringly rendered what service the then 

* See Appendix, No. ^. 
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intractable Ottoman would accept. When Poland 
was partitioned, France was not interested, only 
because governed by the mistress of Louis XV. 
But then France was a despotic monarchy, 
united to Russia by political principles, if op- 
posed to her by political interests. In 1793, 
France assumed a new position ; she adopted poli- 
tical principles which extirpated in France itself 
the interests, and ranks, and opinions on which 
were founded the authority of its former Govern- 
ment, on which are founded the Governments of 
Russia, Prussia, and Austria. Here are motives 
of hostility inherent in the very existence of these 
Governments; an hostility that can never cease 
while France affords a vulnerable point, while any 
of these possess the means of aggression. 

Russia became the centre of a combination 
which twice struck Napoleon to the ground; and 
however little her own means contributed, or 
could contribute to that end, she directed the 
movement, because she was the chief advocate of 
the principles that arrayed themselves against the 
power of France ; principles liable to violent 
assaults in the states of her allies, but which have 
remained invulnerable and supreme only in Russia. 

This hostility of Russia is not a consideration 
appreciable only by statesmen in their cabinets. 
The Cossacks have twice bivouacked on the Seine. 

France, overwhelmed by the whole of £urope, 
and exhausted by the inordinate ambition of her 
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mler» had, for a itme, ceased to give cause of alarm 

to the northern powers. In 1830 she assumed 
her dangerous, her menacing attitude of 1793. 
The northern powers did not fly instantly to 
arms, because they had learnt, by experience, a 
surer mode of attack (perhaps they committed a 
great error in not doing so), and the insurrection 
of Poland, and the movements and discontent in 
Germany, showed them their real weakness, if 
attacked, and the necessity of subdning every 
resistance at home, and of combining all their 
means before displaying the ngnal of a war of 
political extermination, that, once lit,* must have 
blazed with a fury, and spread with a velocity, 
unparalleled at any former period of the most con- 
vulsed times. Russia, as formerly, is the centre 
and soul of this combination, grounded on the com- 
mon necessity of crushing the principle of France. 

Austria and Prussia cling to Russia, because 
exposed to dismemberment by every movement of 
France, because exposed to internal commotion at 
every hour. Russia is their refuge against both 
dangers, wliile she, secure in .her distance, her 
climate, and her poverty, prepares a crisis in which 
the various states of Europe will mutually exhaust 
and destroy each other. lu the endeavour of both 
to swallow up the states of Germany, they are 
supported by Russia, they are opposed by France ; 
hence a douUe source of dependence on her, by 
the objects she can fayour, by the hostile influence 
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ahe can couateract. What would Aussia be to- 
day, but for the rivahy of France and England ? 

What would she he without the war of liberahsm 
and despotism? It is in these contests that she 
has been aggrandised; these contests are neces- 
sary to her future aggrandisement. France is the 
object of attack. France must therefore look on 
each accession to the strength of either of the 
allies — not as on a question of foreign or commer- 
did influence, but as ammunition introduced into 
a hostile fort — as reinforcements ratering an 
enemy's camp on the eve of battle. 

In this state of real hostility, what must the 
consequence be of the accession of all the resources 
of the Turkish empire to the northern alliance ? 
From that hour Russia is invulnerable — a few 
thousand men suffice to guard her southern and 
eastern frontiers — ^her attention is ail concen- 
trated on the west. A very few years will double 
or triple her revenue. The commerce of Europe 
will be in her hands — ^in her control will be 
placed all the materials at present used in the 
arsenals of France. A formidable fleet will be 
launched in the Mediterranean; she will imme- 
diately possess a navy superior to that of 
France. The influence and commerce of France 
is immediately arrested in the sea hitherto her 
own ; and at any hour Russia may transport her 
Cossacks to the shores of Italy or of Spain, to sup- 
port the factions, and the principles which, at 
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present, cause France so much inquietude. These, 
drcumstanoes will re-act on Belgium, on Germany, 
on internal faction. The very hour that Russia 
is entrenched at the Dardanelles, these conse- 
quences will be evident. Then will the time 
be at hand for carrying into execution the plans 
so carefullj matured in the three cabinets, and 
for extinguishing, by a third occupation, the 
spirit that inspires such terrors to the two 
northern courts, and which gives its supremacy 
to the third. 

England, to-day the ally of France, will she be 
so then ? Can she send fleets or armies to her 
support ? Clearly impossible. Whatever may be 
her sympathy, England cannot again engage in a 
continental war-^— and this struggle will be confined 
to the dry land. 

If such consequences flow from the occupation 
of Turkey, is not that question one of existence 
for France ? Supposing it possible for these con- 
sequences to be delayed, is it less so ? A nation's 
life does not run out with the few sand-glasses 
that mark the period of individual existence. The 
life of a nation is its system ; — that life in France 
is already seriously compromised^-and a few 
steps further gained by Russia^i its fate becomes 
irrevocable. 

But reanimate the Ottoman empire, the whok 
picture is instantaneously reversed ; Russia will be 
ari'est^ where she is, and prevented from becoming 



Digitized 



UUSSIA, AND TUKKEY. 



121 



any thing save that which she is, poor, exposed, 
and vulnerable in her centre. While the Dar- 
danelles are Turkish, Russia can never dare to 
irritate the maritime powers. Even were a war 
necessary to reanimate Turkey* France now 
chooses her time, instead of Russia choosing her's ; 
she has the whde Ottoman empire, with its im- 
mense power of resistancey to oppose against her ; 
she avoids the armies of Germany, ii^ they are 
hostile^ and she calls in the maritime, and, still 
more important, the moral force of England. Suc- 
cess is certain, and the means insignificant. She 
requires 500,000 men, besides the national guard, 
to be prepared against the contingencies of Eu- 
ropean affairs. The fleet actually at jsea, would, 
in three months, solve the Turidsh question 
entirely in her favour, carrying as a consequence, 
every European obstacle — setting at rest the irri- 
tation in the Peninsula and Belgium, excited by 
Russia and her compeers, to divert her attention 
from the field, where she has only to appear, to be 
victorious — and to comprehend to appear. 

Not less imperative are the interests of Eng- 
land. The northern comlrination, political against 
France, is commercial against England. This sub- 
ject demands a separate and more detailed expo- 
sition. Suffice it for the present, to say, that the 
countries buying iVom us and selling to us, to the 
yearly value of thirty millions, would be placed 
under the immediate control of the coalition, and 
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of course under the regulations of the Russian 
tariff ; not as it is to-day, but such as it would be 
when the mask is wholly dropped. What would 
the effect on the internal state of England be, if 
a considerable diminution of exportation occurred? 
But it is not only the direct effects of the tariffs 
of the coalition that is to be apprehended — would 
it not command the tariffs of northern and south- 
em America ? Are the opening prospects of com- 
roerce, not to speak of that actually existing in 
Turkey alone, of no importance ? Is it nothing, 
to see projects maturing for direct com- 
munication with India through the Turkish 
Territory, while the Danube is rendered navi- 
gable, while canals are about to connect that 
stream with the other rivers of Austria, and with 
those of Russia, Prussia, and Bavaria, so as to 
estabUsh a direct communication between the 
manufiicturing districts of Germany . with the 
marts of Turkey, Persia, Eoyjit, Arabia, and even 
India itself? Is it for England to allow freedom 
of commerce to be extinguished in the only portion 
of Europe where it exists? Is it for England to 
allow an empire, a principle of whose existence is 
freedom of commerce, to be swallowed up by the 
most restrictive power on the face of the earth ? 
Is it for England to allow the first commercial 
position in the world to be occupied by such a 
power ? These motives could not have been ap- 
preciated by Lord Chatham ; they did not then 
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exist, because the &scality of Kussia bad aot beea 
developed, when he said, with all the coDcentration 
of deep conviction, " with the man who cannot 
" appreciate the interests of England in the pre- 
servation of the Ottoman empire, I mil not 
" argue,*" 

While Rusria, as the St. Petersburgh Gazette* 
has even already ventured to threaten, expects to 

march " by Constantinople to Paris," she looks ' 
with not less interest to the exclusion of the 
commerce of Great Britain from the continent as 
a means of rendering England powerless, and her 
own allies subservient for the advantage she may 
have it in her power to grant, independently of 
any commercial advantage she may reap for herself. 

On the occupation of the Dardanelles, disap- 
pears the importance of our possessions in the 
Levant. They were only valuable because the 
Turks held these straits. When Russia is there, 
they are valueless, and will soon be untenable; 
although the expenses of harassing observation 
may greatly increase our internal embarrassments. 

But Russia here, also, has views distinct fiani 
her allies. Our Indian possessions — shall we tight 
for them on the Dnieper, as directing the whole 

• Tliis memorable article in the St. Petersburgh Gnzette, 
was, on the reclamation ofFraDce and England, disavowed— 
bat afterwards published in the Yassy OfKcial Gazette, and 
produced a strong sensation on the Russian troops, then 
occupying the provinces. 
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Mussulman nation, or shall we fight for them on 
the Indus, at Bagdad, or in Persia, single-handed 
—-close to the insurrections she will raise in our 
rear, and when she is possessor of Turkey and 
Persia? In the Black Sea, we have France to 
support us. Russia, by her principles, her inte^ 
rests, and her designs, must wage war to the 
knife, with England*. England and France, by 

* The identity of the position of England, or rather Europe 
and Russia with that of Athens and Philip, is truly remark- 
able. On the one hand, the same concentration of politieal 
power — the same spirit of conquest— the same command and 
combination of arms and diplomacy, of cunning and falsehood, 
of successful delusion, facility of sowing dissensions, success 
consequently of every scheme, an equal dexterity in the use 
of the sword in war and of the pen in peace, generals, spies, 
diplomatists— all the machinery so ably put in motion by 
Philip, is to be found, but how magnified, how improved! 
at the disposal of the Sclayonic associadon (or conquest On 
the other hand» as in Athens, we find the same craving after 
news and indifference to facts — the same bravery of speech 
and cowardice of action — the same forensic bickerings, inter- 
nal animosities— the same combination of dread at the progress 
of their enemy and contempt for his power— the same con- 
fidence in commercial prosperity,' in maritime supremacy, in 
civilised reason over barbarian strength. The same conside- 
rations also of materia] causes— -the Hellespont and Byzan- 
tium, the winds of the channel, the commerce of the Black 
Sea, &c. The oration on the Chersonese and the Fourth 
Philippic, with a few verbal alterations, might be supposed 
addressed to England at this day — ^God send that the re- 
sults be not similar! In the last-mentioned oration there 
is the following apposite passage: — '* But it is against 
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taking up a position of defence now, oppose to her 
the mass of the Ottomans, and the body of the Otto- 
man Empire, render useless for aggressive purposes 
the unwilling subjects she has acquired since 1774, 
and detach from her, and neutralise her now subser- 
vient allies. England obtains the co-operation of 
France, which would be impossible on the Indus. 
France obtains the co-operation of England, which 
she will not obtain on the Rhine. Russia's spirit of 
conquest, which torments and menaces every corner 
of Europe, will be extinguished ; her banners ar- 
rested along the 3000 miles of their progressive 
movement, from the Vistula to the Araxes — her 
power lost in Europe — ^her face for ever turned 
from the east and south. 

We have more than once repeated, that the 
allies of Russia, united to her in western policy, 
united to her in the abandonment of the Ottoman 
empire, are necessarily detached from her by the 
decision of England and France to restore the 
Turkish Empire. To develope this idea, which 

" our constitution that his anns are pnncipally directed, and 

•* there is a necessity for this. He knows that all his con* 
** quests, however great, can never be secure while you are 
" free ; be therefore sees in your freedom a spy on the inci* 
" dents of his fortune. In the first place, therefore, we are 
'* to consider him the enemy of our state— the implacable 
" enemy of our free constitution. In the next place, be 
" assured that every thing he is concerting, he is concerting 
" against our city, and tliat wherever any n^an opposes him, 
'* he is opposing an attemjgt against these walls." 
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alone contains the solution of the whole question, 
we must examine the interests and motives whicfa» 
under different circumstances, may determine the 
policy of Austria. 

Austria, the old enemy of Turkey, has already 
been enriched by recovered Hungary, — by Tran- 
sylvania, Sirmia, and the Austnan Croatia, wrested 
from that empire. A hundred years ago she 
was inspired with the hopes of the possession of 
European Turkey and Constantinople, but another 
enemy of Turkey has arisen — another competitor 
of Austria ; Russia has succeeded to these expec- 
tations. 

It then became Austria's policy to unite with 

Turkey to repress this northern intruder ; but the 
bond of the Polish partition reduced her to ins^- 
ficance^ subserviency, and silence. Still, as the 
power of Russia has increased, her indecision has 
diminished ; and, during the last war, she was pre- 
pared to pour her armies into Wallachia, and did 
not do so only because England was engaged on 
the side of Russia. But leave Turkey to her 
Russian enemy, and Austria will seek to profit by 
the catastrophe she has not been able to prevent. 

But her interest in the Turkish question is but 
a portion of many cares. Her first object is that 
of self-preservation. The first shot fired on the 
Rhine, or in the west of Europe, will be levelled 
at her existence. Her government is under the 
control of a high aristocracy — an aristocracy in 
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the great Sclavonic and Hungarian divisions of 
the empire, esseotialiy feudal* without a middle 
class between* it and the serfs, whose position is 
not far superior to those of Russia. But this 
system, precarious as it is, has not the advantage 
of uniformity ; the supremacy of the government, 
and of the local aristocracies, depends on employing 
the military means of one province to enforce sub- 
mission in another ; and on this precarious submis* 
sion depends, not only the unity of the empire, but 
the exbtence of the aristocracy, who direct its 
policy. The preservation of peace is, therefore, 
the first of Austrian interests, which she must 
maintain by the sacrifice of all external interests, 
if necessary. But if her political state loudly de- 
precates every external coUisiou, her financial state 
not less imperativdy demands repose, and her 
fiscal regulations can suffer no violent disturbance. 

France^ by her principles alone, endangers 
Austria, and the system of government on which 
the existence of Austria depends. The interests 
of France, moreover, are opposed to the consolida- 
tion of Austria's supremaqr in Gernlany and Italy. 
The power of France, if she is powerful, will de- 
prive it of that supremacy, and expose it to an at- 
tack in case of war. The princii^es of France, no 
less hostile than her interests — no less dangerous 
than her power, combine with both to render that 
supremacy precarious in profoundest peace, pre- 
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carious even under the most favourable dispositions 
of the government of France. But the govern- 
ment of France being popular, it is evjdcnt that 
neither the interests, nor the popular principles of 
the nation, can, in anj case» be long excluded from 
action on her foreign policy ; if they were, a change 
o£ administration would follow, and bring with it 
violent reaction. Therefore, no compact, no treaty, 
no alliance, no concession^ that it is in the power 
of France to make, can in any d^ree calm the 
alarms, or soothe the hostility, of Austna. But 
France, at this moment, does exert an opposing 
influence in Germany; she does hold Ancona. 
For three centuries the views of Austria have been 
fixed on Italy. Her principal influence in Europe 
depends on her possession of Lombardy, and on 
her control over the remainder of the Peninsula. 
Her Italian possessions furnish a large contingent 
to her army, and a large portion of her revenue. 
Her possessions on the Adriatic give an outlet to 
her whole empire for its industry, and nourish that 
industry by foreign produce. But they are so de- 
pendent on the presence of a strong body of 
Austrian troops, that Prince Mettemich has de- 
clared, that the principle of intervention is a vital 
question for Austria. So that while French inter- 
vention puts these possessions in the greatest ha- 
zard, the recognition, by France and England, of 
the principle of non-intervention, is fatal to her 
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possessions, if sh^ is obliged to 'conform to it'; 
while its mere proclamation multiplies her diffi- 
culties and her dangers. 

While France maintains so large a military 
force on foot, Austria must maintain her actual 
establishment* disproportioned to her ineans, be^ 
yond the resources of her treasury. - Yet no com- 
bination can diminish this necessity ; because, were 
France even to reduce her standing army, she 
could not dismiss her national guard, become now 
a portion of her institutions, a vital part of those 
principles, already in their moral character so dan- 
gerous to Austria. These considerations may so 
deeply affect the mind of Prince Metternich, that 
he may consider all remoter interests or apprehen- 
sions of little importance, when compared with 
the necessity of diminishing the power of France, 
since he cannot expect to modify her principles by 
any thing short of a third occupation. This, at 
least, is the only grounds on which we can account 
for the lat^ subserviency of Austria, which may 
prove, which must prove fatal to her in common 
with the rest of Europe. 

The means of laying France in the dust present 
themselves in permitting Kussia to occupy Con- 
stantinople. Prince Mettemich may hope* t6> . 
counterbalance the acquisition by additions to the' 
territory of Austria in Koumelia — additions which' 
may furnish uncontaminated nurseries of sol-' 
diers, to subdue revolutionary principles in other 

K 
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proviacet. He iiia;^^ W more impr^iffed with 
dangers of an internal than an exterim^ kin^ ; and 
he maj suppose that Russia^ htTiOg* w 
epeaed to her ambitioQ, her views wUl be directed 
to th^ ea^ her energiea and r^urces at^s^bed. ic| 

that 9«iomiit> and all d^i^prs iof Ams^ po«ftpoBf4 
tOk a period remote, and until the attaimjaoit of re^ 
9uUa subject tq many conUngendes. That in 
mean ihofi Uw9 awmwty ^ Buasia mu^l; be ^ 
Bsc^ed i^ainst France, and Russia must be no^ 
only little ^cUn^ to quarrel with Austria 
destoyia her straigth^ for the fiu^^-* 

ance oS their common objects. Prince Mettermtcl]^ 
wiU. CQ|]i9id^ ^at Russia, at Constantinople^ urould^ 
eome into umnedi^te coiUact with ^Fraoee ^ that 
ttie animosity which had animated, for so many 
year«» both .governmants, while the whole of 
Germany wa9 interposed between them» would 
necessarily be exasperated ; so many interests, on, 
vhich Russia can now exercise only a remote ancl^ 
mcerUiin inflipjBnjpe, would thep be subject to daily 
interference, control, and menace. Russia's influ- 
ence and commerce would beconk^. predomii^^ 
IP the Mediterraiiean» in Egypt, in Greece, her 
navies threatening, and her Cossacks within reach, 
of Italy, Spain, Corsica,, and^ .A^rs. Rj^sQia 
would then, at apy momei^ be leady to attack 
France ; her military establishment would be ren- 
dered necessai^y to her own defence» instead 0$ 
h^iog, % squcce of ala^ tp Austria ; and, unde^; 
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•sell ccnHnnitaiiceB, Frtoecr would acter voiltM 

to send a large force into Germany or Italy. 

The hostility of Austria to France, occasioned, 
ftfr centuries, by their common ikws on Italy and 
Germany, and latterly, by the opposition of their 
political principles, has retidered Austria neces^ 
tarily dependBOt on thcr narltiiiie superiority of 
England, to protect herself in her commercial and 
other interests exposed to the operation of the 
marine of France ; but the union of these Iwc^ 
powers renders their common principles more 
dlmg^rousr and takes from her all conidence^ ali 
possibility ef support in the inaritinie power of 
England against that of France. But, in the 
creation of the navil power, which Russia neecs^ 
sariiy and iitimadiately becomes possessed o( Attt-^^ 
tria finds relief from her dependence on England. 

It is in Prince Metternich's power, at this 
nom^t, to grant to, or witMiold from Rusaa the- 
possession on which these results hinge. He has, 
therefore, immediately pressing upon him the" 
conviction of great danger from principles he has 
in personal horror ; and he has the feeling of 
holding in his hands the destinies of Europe. 
These sources of alarm on one band, and confidence 
on the other, are, no douht, ably worked upon by 
Russia* ; and Mettemich may think, by one able^ 

• The means taken by Russia to win her way into the 
fiMFOUf of individoalf, as well as to bring about events, are 
leally enriotitiei in politics. Her pragreM l« a Ml poliii^ 
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Stroke, to bridle France, to annihilate the Euro- 
pean commerce of England, to dissolve a union 
which evidently, unchecked, will in a few years 
arbitrate supremely in every European interest, 
and so. strengthen the northern combination as to 
render it capable of exterminating, with the sword^ 
the political institutions to which he is opposed ; 
and of restoring, and effectually securing, the 
supremacy of the absolute pripcijde by the destruc-r 
tion of the press. 

• However, while the questions at issue are placed 
in the west, whatever be the views of the cabinet', 
Austria must exert every energy, arm her last 
man, expend her last floiin, in the cause of the 
Borthem alliance ; for there the first reverse is 
fatal to her power, and without a contest the pros- 

t I ' • 

drama— incidents, situations, decorations, changes of scene 
and scenery, and always ending in tlie desired result. It is 
since the revolution of 1830, that Russia has acquired such 
ascendancy over Austria ; but this ascendancy is not wholly 
owing to the alarms of Austria : After the revolution of 
July, the first messenger from St. Petersburgh brought Prince 
Metternich the announcement, that the Russian minister at 
Paris had been ordered to follow the march of the Austrian 
minister, and to quit Paris if he thought proper to do so. 
Metternich instantly appeared to himself the director of a 
great system — the controller of the destinies of Europe. 
From that hour, Austria has not reckoned sacrifice what 
Russia demanded, nor spared concessions. Could Metter- 
nich do less than enjoin to his minister at Constantinople, and 
his agent at Alexandria, ** loyal co-operation" with the 
representatives of Russia } 
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^rity of her adversary menaces her system. 

There she has all to hope and nothing to fear from 
Russia — all to fear and DOthiDg to hope from 
France ; but transport the field of discussion, and 
the chances of collision to the east, and the scene 
is' wholly reversed. Here, on every point, she is 
in competition with Russia, and on each she 
is connected with England and France; Austria 
interposed between the adverse principles of the 
north and the west, contains within herself that 
op[)osition. She has two sets of interests at variance 
and at war, and one or other must predominate, 
as the corresponding principle predominates 
without. 

Austria, the rival of France in Germany, is the 

rival of Russia in Turkey ; the antagonist of 
France in Italy, she has equally strong motives 
for being the antagonist of Russia in the pro^ 
vinces ; the competitor of France in the Levant, 
she has to dread the supremacy of Russia in the 
no less important outlet of the Black Sea. 
Russia already tampers with the lUyrian military 
colonists that guard her Hungarian frontiers, and 
is actively engaged in the three Turkish provinces 
nearest to Austria, in preparing a state of things 
that will render th^m valueless property to Austria. . 
France affrights Austria, with a chart— Russia 
affrights her with a creed. 
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No Austrian statesman can be blind to the 
consequences^ if Russia take possession of Con- 
stantinople ? No pretence of equivalent can Aus- 
tria find in the half Russian provinces of Servia, 
Bosnia, and Montenegrin*? It will be more 
profitable even for Russia, that they be apparently 
possessed by Austria. She looks to maritime ac- 
quisitions, and will gladly purchase, by so insig- 
nificant a cession, the prolonged subserviency of the 
Austrian government. But what will be the 
independence of the Austrian empire itself ? All 
its commercial relations in the Black Sea are at 
her dis|)osal ; two-thirds of its territory are encir- 
cled by her frontiers; its commercial marine in 
the Mediterranean, which numbers so many thou- 
sand fine vessels, may be at any hour proscribed 
by an Ukase. What becomes even of its possession 
of the Adriatic ? 

Russia, occupying the Dardanelles, the key of 
^ traffic of the Levant, enforcing what regula- 

♦ We have already stated, that Russia had become an 
object of hatred to the principal men ; but Austrian dorainac 
lion would very soon awaken Kussian predilections : Austrian 
intolerance and fiscality would soon prepare food for Russian 
propagandism ; even now, however unwillingly, they are 
obliged to lean on Russia, as her influence pervades and 
predominates everywhere. She gives bribes — sends agents 
and spies— she can promise and threaten. Her eye and her 
finger are every where, or what is, perhaps, even worse, 
suspected of being every where. 
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tions she may think fit, throughout Turkey*, and 
io its necessary dependencies, Egypt, Greece and 
the iskMdB, wili ske st^fiar the Aiistriaa» or any 
other flag, to fbrm seamen and a marine in the 
commerce of the Levant ? Of course the Ruaiiaa 
taerefttitffle marine will Idth oocupy Ae CBravaa 
trade and the trade between the Levant and Eu- 
rope. But .she will» moreoveri fbom the coast oi 
Dafanatia^ from the Seven Idandk» wfaidi must 
ultimately fall to her, command the Adriatic in a 
Inilitary poiot of view ; tabd thus» in every case* 
deprive it of its value ftir Austria.^ Is it not iheii 
Austria's interest to maintain an intermediary 
iwwer alt Constantntof^et the destruction of whidi 
must immediately lead to an immense development 

* fivtt ■inady iii'tl» provineM has iIm vsattHwd to eoai- 

iliaiid (le witltdraind (nm Euvopeafeia of tlw privilagoigriiiltd 
by tiie Tnrkith governnieiit to all foreigners throughoot its' 

states. It is needless to quote the entire interruption of the 
European transit trade through Georgia ; for it must be evi- 
dent, as the sun at noon-day, that one of the principal motiTes 
of Ruaiia in her acqniaicion of the DatdaneUes ia the erection 
of a graitBaTalpowtr; and* as a ncaila to thai and* ahe wiU 
aadnde all European tiaiBc and ahip^iqg; and aha haa oidy 
to make Turkey retaliato on France and England their own' 
regulations, effectually to ezdude both. Sbe wiU fupply the 
East with what manufactures she can raise, thus protected 
againat English and French competition, and with those of 
QfBiBBjf^ wfaoie cpfiMiriii nlatiiina wili tbua be ia bar 
power* 
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of ^f^xance .on jthe .oqe hand. or. of Russia on th^. 
Dther» equally fatal to her* ? 

- And if France and England unite to compel ; 
Russia to desist firom her designs against Turkey, . 
will not Austria rejoice to see the war so long 
menacing between the opposed principles and the 
rival strength of the two alliances* to which .she • 
holds merely for self defence against its conse- 
quences, carried far from Italy and the Rhine? 
Must she* .not rejmce to see that the consequences • 
of that war will bring accession of strength to 
neither of the powers, which alike cause her. 
anxiety and alarm? The object of that war 
being the protection and consolidation of a 

* Since the first edition was published, the circumstances 
have entirely altered. Austria has had time to weigh more 
maturely, and to perceive more clearly, the dangers that me- 
nace her from the north. These dangers have been doubled 
by- the union of France and Russia, which destroys entirely 
die balance that existed even a few months ago. . It is no. 
longer time to choose between French or Russian connection*. 
The only chance of salvation is now a cordial co-operation . 
with England. All dangers are now concentrated in one 
point — one position alone remains for a stand to be made 
against Russia— shall that point be sacrificed, or not X Prince.^ 
Metternich must say it shall not" ! 

The union between France and Russia is, however, between. 
Lonis Philip and Nicholas ; this onion cannot exist in the face 
of publicity — ^it is a mystery, and its disclosure and puhlica- : 
tion in this country neutralises half its effect — a decisive step 
taken by England practically dissolves it. - \ 
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power which must prevent both from becoming 
preponderaDt ia Europe. 

But that above all which is most dreaded hj 
Austi ia is, that the war that threatens, once en- 
gaged» will become one of political principles — that 
France and England will not be arrajred against 
Austria and Russia, but that Liberal will be 
arranged against Absolutist, and popular against 
divine rights. If, therefore, the storm bursts in 
the east, the field of contest is removed from her 
soil, and the principles of the belligerents are left 
in repose. There no watchwords will be pro- 
claimed, that may thrill through the clubs of 
Vienna, that they may arm the slave against the 
master, the subject against the sovereign, the bro- " 
ther against the brother. England and France, « 
in assuming the defence of Turkey, stand forth in 
the majesty of their united power, and of obliged 
moderation, as the advocates of the public interests ' 
of the European community ; they seek no sup- 
port from political theories or political antipathies. 
In the government they undertake to defend, the 
fkvourers of liberalism may find individual inde-^ 
pendence such as the freest state of Europe does 
not possess — while the Absolutists may console 
themselves by seeing the constitutional govern- 
ments supporting the purest expression of their 
£svourite system — a monarchy absolute in its form,^ 
combining religious and civil supremacy, and 
doubly sanctioned and sanctified by right divine. > 
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Let the fquadrdn of Eng^d and France appear 

in the Black Sea» and the decision of Austria can> 
BOt be dcniUiU. The imion ef England with 
Fnmee is a guarantee of the disitit^festedhen Af 
the intentions of both* Their power, when com- 
Inaed on this uteok, is irreeistiUe. Theb object, 
■ot ft war of propagandisoi, of Terolirtion, bat oo^ 
of conservation, of protection; assuring not only 
the imki^endenoe of Anstria i^ninst the north, bnt 
ete y ating a power in the eoiith to halaiice the in- 
fluence she dreads in the Mediterranean and in 
Italy. The speedj teraoinatien of the contest, the 
instant an ecus success of the allies, must be the 
first of Anstnan objects, because she is the first 
exposed to the darigelr; nay, the certainty of 
dismemberment by a»y struggle in Europe. 

It is on the stPength of these considerations, 
Utttt we eonciiide, tiiat if Russia is attaeked in thfe 
Black Sea, the alliance of Fr&nce and England is 
established, by the combination of their action on 
s ooomidD fic]d-«*4hBt the rarlihem coalition is* in** 
stantaneously dissolved, its positions and defences 
tomed-'-the goveraoient, stimig by its diplomacy 
and important by ito pdsttiotav bro^ht over to our 
side^ and the whole chances and dangers of war 
eonoentratod on the head of that sin^ power 
whidh, always aggressi^ir^ beeause nowhere dse- 
a8sailable,^has complicated and embroiled the affairs 
ai Evaoftt lo opeft to herself,' in this midst' of the 
cottiiision, a road to Omalantinople* 
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This is a contest of dates. If Russia is 
first at Coi|6taDtinDple» she combiBes, nceessarily, 

all the resources of the northern governments ; she 
dev£lope$ a paval power* to which thm can be no 
possible balance m the Mtditemneaos Greece and 
Egypt Ijecome dependencies ; no state can partake 
> of the spoils of Turkey* or subsequently share in 
the commerce of the Ijevant* the £u3une» or 
Central Asia and Persia, Arabia, Syria, and Egypt. 
The possibiUty of all useful union agaiost her on 
the part of England and France. TanishcB ; and 
civilisation itself is threatened with a more dan- 
gerous e^lpse than it sufiered irom the overflow 
of the barbarians in 604. 

If Englaod anticipates Russia, she has with her 
FfiMice ; AuMarift enters to haateo the terminatiett 
of the struggle* if neeessarj ; the whu^ Ottoman 
empire is called to arras* the troops and fleet of 
Mebeipet All uaited lo them* and the onlif result 
that wiH then be werA accosting* will be the 
retreat of Jiu^ia behind the Dnieper* which mode- 
sa^ prvdmoe eqd oaase^|nence in thepolii^ of the 
oaUoQts Qf France and England woold nerar fetafe 
permiUed b^r t9 traverse 

BMt vmit not negiect, as this mquivy* the 
position and resources of Mehemet Ali. A state 
q£ bo^ilil;^ has sprung up between him and his 
sovereign* which has grown, with the growth -of 
Mehemet All's power ; and this hostility is a neoes- 
my consequQiiceof the position oocupiedby Rusria. 
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The consolidation of the Sultan*s power is fatal 

to Mehemet Ali ; he must be, therefore, even 
without any intelligence or concert with that power, 
readj to play into the hands of Russia, to keep the 
Sultan weak, though perhaps not with the idea of 
bringing Russia to Constantinople. But England, 
in the Treaty of the 6th of July, 1827» did not 
anticipate the Treaty of Adrianople ; nor France, 
in raising up Mehemet Ali against his sovereign, 
the Treaty of the 8th of July. So Mehemet Ali, 
with more reason — for he secures, at least, his life 
interest in Egypt— may become the chief instru- 
ment in the final consummation which he has 
already brought so near. 

Mehemet Ali*s power now solely rests on the 
sword. In proportion as he feels his insecurity, 
he must look to the support of Russia — look to 
the disorganising influence of Russia on the Porte 
as his only safeguard ; *he may even prefer a con- 
test with his Sovereign to the prospect of insurrec- 
tion or gradual decay, for the chances it may offer 
to Russia to step in with the means of holding 
Constantinople. He is therefore brought to that 
point where, not only he can be rendered subser- 
▼i^t to Rul»ia, but where he desires what Russia 
desires. 

. Mouravieff* gave him clearly to under- 

* It may appear surprising that we date, as so recent a 
period, die direct connection between Mehemet Ali and 
Russia." Could Russia neglect a power which now throws 
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stand thai, while Russia interfered to protect the 
Sultan^ she left him at liberty to secure as much 

of the Sultan's dominions as he could ; and in fact, 
he has not forgotten that £ngland and France* 
and not Russia, had arrested the progress of 
Ibrahim. Russia has now taken care to have 
at Alexandria an agent equal to the post, and 
capable of entering into these questions with the 
Pacha without a dragoman. 

The. agent of Russia may easily alarm the fears, 
and awake the interest of the Pacha to Russian 
counsel, by showing him his danger on the one 
hand from the animosity of the Sultan, calmed, 
for the moment, by the energetic representations 
of Russia ; he may show him that Russia has 
even deviated from the terms of her engagement 

into her scale such iroinense weight ? She did not neglect it, 
and ably has the continued to bring about ita growth and 
position. During the Restoration, France was the tool of 
Russia. Her armies were sent into Spain to quell the prin- 
ciples she now sends her armies to support ; her influence 
was used in Kgypt to raise an enemy to the Ottoman empire, 
and to produce consequences which she must now, if not 
wholly blinded by adverse destiny, run the chances of a 
war to avert. But France entered into the scheme^ not 
as she entered Spain, on compulsion, but with the view 
of sharing with her Russian patron the spoils of Turkey 
—with the view of balancing the influence of England 
in the Mediterranean ! Thus Russia exercised an additional 
authority over France, and proved-her disinterestedness, in 
making that vacillating cabinet contribute to the furtherance of 
her own views, and to the destruction of the Ottoman empire. 
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• to the Sultan, for the fiake of his preservation ; he 
may show him, on the other, that his hostile 
position to a sovereign tliat it is the intention of 
the maritime powers to defend, puts him in hos- 
tility with them; that, moreover, France and 
England are both opposed to his aggrandisement ; 
the one resisting him in the west, the other in the 
east, both patroniang^ Greece, and guarding the 
integrity of the Ottoman empire ; he may succeed 
in persuading^ a man who, however great his 
ability, has never had his mind formed to fkofitical 
judgment, and who has been led, by the duplicity 
and intrigues o£ the portion of the French admi- 
vistration that most actively served Russia under 
the restoration, to form a low estimate of one, at 
least, of the allies, that Ids interests were not 
opposed to those of Russia — ^that their interests 
were common — that the weakening of tlie Sultan 
was necessary to both, and that the occupation of 
Constantinople itself by Russia, would be the 
means by which he vv ould become the pastor and 
preserver of the Mussulmans scattered by the 
storm— so that he should unite the succesaon of 
the Caliiat to the patrimony of Mahomet. What 
must not the effect be of ssch suggestions, and 
proceeding from such a source, to a maii of 
Mehemet Ali*s ambition, and in his perilous 
position! He may even have had his regards 
turned to rich and renowned plains, where 
millions of his co^ligionaries groan under a 
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efaristian yoke. He may have been toM how easily 
that domioion may be upset. A combination 
betwaes himself and Permit, may have been, 
detailed under the direction of Russia. It may 
have been shown him that an IJgypti^u camp 
nt Bt«5S6fah-p*-a Peman camp at Heral* witk 
no more than the secret agency that Russia 
Bit this moment ^nci^js^ would svfficQ to ren-. 
der gov^rainent impracticable in India, to dry 
up the sources of revenue — to excite to revolt 
ifk all the remotest pointsi of these wide-sfHread. 
dominions, leading to the necessity of precautions 
and observation^ ai»d ariu^d force to watch dis- 
affection md queU insiirrection. What a field n. 
not here opened — ^what motives, what temptations, 
hjas not Russia at her disposal for ajl men and all 
circumstances ? Bank notes, €iro9BC^, and porte- 
feuilles for London and Paris. Crowns, and. 
sceptres, and empires, for Alexandrii^ and Te-. 
h^n. This piay be treated aa a vision: it 
19 one of those visions by whichr Russia arrives at, 
realities ! 

It is qyite idle to talk of danger ta Turkey 

from Russia, if England is on the side of Turkey; 
that is to. say, if Sn^nd ^nds even a couple of; 
line of battle ships into the Eiixiae* That decliures^ 
that Turkey has the support of England: the 
Tuisks would) feel thfit. England was committed*, 
and England (whickis not less important) would 
^ have a complete ascendancy over the Turkish 
90¥^i!nmont» and duQ9c| moaaiutes. Our con* 
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viction is, that a burst of enthusiasm would arise 
in the capital, and be re-echoed from the farthest 
fh>iitier8; — nay^that an electric chord, extending 
from the western limits of Poland, to the fishermen 
on the east of the Caspian, would receive a shock 
from the avowedly hostile contact of our tressels- 
with the waters of the Euxine, which would shake 
at once those regions Bree from the grasp and the 
pollution of Russia. If this is true, or if it is any 
thing like the truth, it is clear that there is no 
attack to be feared from Russia against Turkey ; 
but, supposing that none of these internal causes 
of insurrection or even inaction existed, and that 
Russia was prepared to defy the union of Turkey 
and England — what could she do — make a 
descent on Constantinople? clearly impossible 
with an English squadron there — supported by 
50 or 60 Turkish men of war. Clearly impossible 
again, because she has not, at the utmost, the 
means of transporting at onbe more than 10,000 
men; and 10,000 Russian as enemies, certainly 
could not at present come within reach of the 
capital. Should she send an army into Roumelia, 
she would require not less than 200,000, for 
she lost nearly that number last time, when Eng-o 
land' was committed qgainst Turkey— when- 
Turks and Christians were at war on all points, and 
both were in opposition to their own Government, 
which they accused of putting them in a state of 
hostility with the whole world — when Turkey had 
no troops whateve^— when no counsel or- advice- 
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far less direction could be tolerated by the Turkish 
Government from us» whom it justly considered 
leagued with her enemy — when, above all things, 
her fleet had been destroyed by us. Now Russia 
could not venture to attack Turkey with less than 
double the force put in motion during the last 
war — and how is she to find means of transport*. 
The confined region of the provinces is incapable 
of supplying thena — an insuperable obstacle is 
thus placed to the passage of such a body of troops 
as passed in 18S9» for then the transport was 
effected by sea ; not only was the sea her's, but the 
Turks were obliged to reserve 15,000 of their 
best troops (and they only had 80,000 at all 
disciplined) to guard against a descent on Thrace* 
and the destruction of the reservoirs of water 
for the metropolis. Then also was Constantinople 
blockaded by Russian vessels (non-belligerenis) on 
the south. It must be superfluous to proceed with 
the contrast of that period and the present. The 

• The post between Tiflis and Odessa is partly served by 
oxen, horses are so scarce. Even during the campaign of 
1829, when provisions were particularly abundant, and when 
the Black Sea was covered with lier transports, it is mentioned 
at a fore-thought highly creditable to Diebitacb, that he had 
transported, from the Crimea and the banks of the Volga, 
camek and other beasts of burthen, without the assistance 
"of which he could not have effected the passage of the Balkan. 
But such a movement on the part of Russia is an utter irnpos- 
sibihty. 

L 
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result of Russia's success, has been the moral pro«« 
tratidn of the Turkish Govenunenty whidi ceases 
the moment that England steps in. 

But putting aside again the dangers of insurrec- 
tion to Riiittat putting aside the incapadtj of 
Russia to attack Turkey, she having England as 
her ally, would it be possible for Russia to defend 
hetaeU» if Turkey even now rdeased from that 
state of prostration by the support of England, and 
ireed from her own errors by the counsel of Bog* 
land, dbose to assume the offensive against Russia ? 
The whole question depends on the possession of 
the Black Sea. The ,power occupying the Bfaidk 
Sea, in aif y collision between the two, must be the 
^gressor, or no collision can take place. The 
union of £ngland with Turkey gives Turkey the 
command of the Black Sea. 

The idea of aggressive warfare would ronse all 
the en^fgie8-*-8ilence all the dissensions-*-combine 
all the efforts of the Mussulman population. Every 
point of Russia is open and vulnerable— once the 
Russian vessels have retreated to their harbours; for 
each point she would be equally alarmed, and her 
communications would be cut off. Turkey has 
60,000 tolerably disciplined troops, all disposaUe ; 
2 or 300,000 irregulars could be assembled at a call ; 
fifty sail of vessels, with small craft, could break 
down the Russian defences, where most consider- 
able. The Georgian provinces would instantly 
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throw off the joke ; even the Wallachiaiii» Mol* 
daviansy and Bemrabians*^ would join in the 

general impulse ; the millions of brave and inde-» 
pendent Circassians would pour across the Couban, 
and spread over the Crimea^and where would 

Russia beP-^sending troops to Warsaw^ not to 
SUbtria! 

But such extremities never can be proceeded to 

•^we have no hostile intentions, no aggressive 
designs against Russia. She knows too weU the 
consequences to provoke them ; but ^le is quite 
right to threaten, while threats obtain victories. 
Our object is not to push England into war» but to 
save her firon the fearM consequences of gl^ng 
Kussia greater strength in our fears than ^e po^** 
sesses in her own arms. 

Russia must, necessarily, be overwhelmed if 
attacked; for if ciscumstances favoured her, she 
wouid not wait to be attacked. She wouki alp 
tack— surprise — occupy. The cliances are all 
actually against lier for war: famine, poverty; 
weakness of defences at SeTastopoU and ebewfaere, 
contests and serious reverses in the Caucasia, 

* Tlttf prpvinee, ibrnverly a put of MoUavii^ }m t» 
regret iu detaehineiit fKQm tjie worst governed proviQce of 
Turkey. Still it is less oppressed than any other part of 

Kussia ; for important exceptions have been made in its 
favour to conciliate the cognate tribes. It is emancipated 
from serfage and conscription, and k yet «o badNumw as to 
deplore Russian civilisatiaiu 
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union of France and England, irritation against 
her in these nations, general discredit in Europe, 
power of resistance in Turkey, unfitness in her 
navy, bad state of her army, necessary loss of 
her allies, and peace in Europe. All chances 
equally work for her in the maintenance of peace ; 
gradual disorganisation of Turkey, prolonged and 
exhausting misintelligence between Mehemet'Ali 
and the Sultan, calming of the irritation in 
Turkey, of the irritation in Europe, slumbering ni 
the Turkish question, and restored confidence on 
that subject, probabilities of confusion and conflict 
in Tarious places, of internal troubles in France 
and in England, of disunion between them, even 
of general war in Europe; cessation of famine at 
home, increased resources in Moldavia and Wal-i 
lachia, improvement of finances, progress in prepa- 
ratives, great and rapid improvement of her navy, 
levies on a scale beyond a war establishment, 
active progress in defensive works, subjugation of 
the coasts of the Caucasus. These are the chances 
or the progress offered her by every hour of no- 
minal peace, while she is permitted to keep a curb 
in the mouth of Turkey, and place a load on its 
back — a spur in its flank. If on Turkey the 
salvation of the whole European question depends, 
can this be endured ? If not promptly succoured, 
it must sink. The last few months have hastened 
its exhaustion ; months, not years, if abandoned, 
will number its remaining careen 
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And what will this succour cost the two first 
nations of the globe, whose colossal rivalry have 

for thirty years shaken and overthrown every 
institution* every throne in £urope ? United now 
happily in their objects, their interests* their prin- 
ciples, and their might, it will cost them even yet 
but to say—'' Let Turlcey live." While the Bos- 
phorus is still open, will they not say the word ? 
Their squadrons anchored in the Bosphorus* they 
dictate their own terras to Turkey; to Russia 
they proclaim, that from that day they intend 
to arbitrate supremely between the nations of 
the earth. Their power is only limited by their 
indecision. 

While the government of England takes peace*' 
for its motto* it is idle to think of supporting Tur- 
key. Peace, that is, useful peace* flows from the 
mutual respect of two* not from the inclination 
of one. 

But in England it may be said, even though 
our government feels its position* that of France 
may not. We answer, it is wholly impossible for 
the French Government not to follow the impulse 
of that of England. The administration in France* 
that suffered England alone to bridle Russia, would 
not exist an hour. Besides, the Government of 
France holds by many ties to that of England ; 
France* if we act* must and will support us. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

It is now six months since this essay first ap- 
peared ; during thb interval, there has occurred 
no fact to recal interest to the east— all seems 
tranquil as the flow of a deep and undisturbed 
stream, the course of which is probably never 
again to be interrupted — ^but how is the scene 
changed ! If the reader will turn back a couple 
of pages, and reconsider the chances there placed 
against Russia for nvar, the chances pointed out 
as working for her in peace, he will find that, 
during this short period of six months, most of thg 
chances unfavourable to hef have disappeared, and 
those favourable have become fact. 

famine, — ^which paralised all her eiiei]gies, and 
during which the maintaining of her senlblance of 
strength may be called a miracle, because brought 
About by means incofttprehensible to 'us^hiat 
famine has disappeared. r 
. Poverty^ — with Fap[)ine, her^anci^ di^ci^tie^ 
have disappeared ; she is in no want of money*. 

* " It is of course impossible to pierce the veil of mystery 
with which Russia covers all such transactioDS ; yet, many 
thiogs may be known, although not capable of proof* Elec* 
tions in England — certain expenses at Paris and Vienna — in 
Vendee lately — in Spainand Portugal, mast have amounted 
to a very large sum. The Chancellery at Constantinople is 
like a money-change. It has been seen ancle*deep with coin. 
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She has refused the offer of the Turkish Govern- 
ment to pay off several instalments at once(!) 
She has recently, and without a word being heard 
about it, raised a loan at Warsaw of 3,700,000/. 
(the second since the revolution), which is alreadj 
8 per cent, abov e par ; she can have, therefore, no 
difficulty in borrowing. She has 2,500,000/., war 
indemnity, coming in from Poland, and the subju- 
gation of Poland gives her a considerable pecuniary 
profit by the diminished establishments, military, 
civil, and judicial, a saving of between one and twa 
millions sterling. 

Weakness qf Defences at Sevastopol. They . 
are strengthening. 

Contests in the Caucasus, She is withdrawing 
her troops thence. She has no aggressive move- 
ments to fear from the Circassians, and now that 
the changes in Turkey have diminished the dilh- 
culties and danger of occupying Constantinopk;, 
she will leave the Caucasus to itself; it was 
important, as the bairier that has hitherto arrested; 

Boutinieff, within three weeks of his arrival, drew bills on 
Vienna, &c., for 40,000/. ; yet he could not have come empty 
handed. The poBt regularly brought back pack-loads of gold, 
— none of the mdemnity had been remitted to St. Peteraburgb 
-!-8,000,000 of roubles were said to be appropriated to the 
new fortiBcations of Sevastopol ; the new naval armaments 
contracted for cannot be stated at less than 2,000,000/. The 
half of the revenue of Russia must suffice for all internal and 
peaceable ends ; the other half may fairly be considered as, 
devoted to the preparations for yiwc "'-^British and Foreign 
HevieWf No. I., pi 1 19. 
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her. She has now in view a shorter cut; she 
therefore concentrates her troops towards Sevas- 
topol and Odessa, to bring fur the present these 
military demonstrations to support the action of 
her diplomacy at Constantinople, to demoralise 
the Turks, to act more powerfully both on the 
Porte and on Mehemet Ali. Who can tell if the 
period she has set is not really very near, and a 
rupture pioduced between Mehemet Ali and the 
Sultan will be the occasion taken for jsecuriog the 
co-operation of the Sultan's authority, to cause 
her troops to be admitted as friends ? 

Union qf France and England. If such a 
union still lingers, it certainly is inefibctive for 
the eastern interests of either; probably thi^ 
weighty then, against Russia, is now in her scale. 

Unfitness of her Navij. In a rapid state of pro- 
gi-ess, every month producing an augmentation of 
guns, vessels, and efficiency. 

Bad state of her Army, Army left more dis- 
poseable — new levies. since then — ^provisions, fo- 
rage, improved means of transport. 

Peace in JEurope. We now have war in the 
Peninsula to distract us*. 

• The following extract from the Berlin Gazette, of the 
18th Sept., will show the longings before hand of Russian 
policy,, for gome troubles to occupy England in the west* 
" The number troops entertained by Russia in the south, 
" is double that in the north, in consequence of the fears 
'* inspired by the state of the east, although the troubles of 
" Syria are appeased — the pretensions of the Knglish cabinet 
" are still to be dreaded. It is astonishing, that in London, 
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And finally, the power, qf 'resislance in Turkey . 
We have sufficiently shown that Turicej wants 

" fimt u tiud and written about the east than the loett, 
^ where asmtredly « fermentatioii reigni, that the disappte- 
*■* me of two geoerationa will not extinguish. They endea* 
" vmtr to gttess at the real state of the eastj and in the 

" meantime neglect to observe the menacing symptoms that 
appear at home — and no attention is given to ^ain, 
" The system of Canning ought to have guided the pre»Bnt 
" ministry f who wiil expiate one day their fatal negRgence, 
** &e." A foUowing passage is too curious to he omitted. 

'* Bat the ill-disguised entitement of the English cahinet 
** is extraordinary, when the Oriental question is agitated. 
'* For him who knows the prejudices of Lord Pahnerston in 
" favor of Turkey — and the task that England has imposed 
*^ on herself of arresting the effects of the destructive prin' 
** eiple ; it ceases to he matter of surprise to see the nohle 
<* lord alarmed at every moment, and calling out fire when 
*' nothing inflaromahle exists around him* All the world 
*• knows the convention of Russia with the Porte, and 
" the manner in which Russia understands it. All the 
" world knows the commentaries addressed to the Porte by 
" the Ambassador of Russia. Lord Palmerston persists 
** alone in seeing nothing, or rather he belicYes that each 
** article contains a dojnhle sense. This explains the pre- 
** sence of the English squadron in the Mediterranean, 
** where it goes and comes, passes and repasses, as if to 
" excite complaints, as if to bring about some adventure 
to justify this useless activity ; we believe it will be lost trou- 
ble, and that the English admirals will be no more successful 
'* in causing the Porte to deviate from its ordinary tranquilKty, 
than the diplomatic notes of Lord Palroerstonhave succeeded 
" in neutralising the negotiations, and ruining the system 
" followed at Constantinople, and St. Petersburgh." 
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neither limbs nor hearts; it is a head she wants. 
. The Sultan is aU powerful ; he can do just what he 
pleases ; that is, he can make himself the centre ^ 
of national feeling, confidence^ and strength ; or 
if he can ttiake himself the centre of national anti- 
pathy, and the cause of national convulsion and 
prostration. The degree of influence which Russia . 
can acquire over his mind, is therefore in a great 
measure the indication of the progress she has made 
towards the sufcijugation of Turkey. All external 
collision has now ceased, all resistance of a public 
or pohtical nature to the power — ^that garrisons 
l^stria — ^that assembles armies almost within 
sight of the capital — ^that has bewitched all Europe 
— ^that possesses alone means of access to the sove- 
reign and the government, is of course not to be 
dreamt of; no netes will therefore come hence- 
forward from Turkey. But an incident or two, 
may be worthy of the attention of those who do 
not conceive the occupation of Constantinople 
** un jait accompli,''' 

At the commencement of the Ramazan, the 
Russian ambassador announced to the Turkish 
government, that he had received from the Em- 
peror Russian decorations, to be distributed to 
the Turkish jegiments which had formed part of 
the camp of Unkiar Skelessi ; and tliat his majesty 
wished, by this distribution, to impress still more 
deeply in the memory of the troops, and the Otto- 
man people, the recollection of that period of f4*a- 
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ternity. This distribution of Russian medals to 
the Russian troops had been several times before 
resolved on, but as often abandoned, the period 
not having arrived when it could be enforced* 
- Mark the moment now made choice of for 
insisting on this distribution. — The Hamazan ! the 
period of fasting — of Mussulman sanctification — 
of relaxation of discipline among the troops, atnd 
of supervision over the people — when long vigils, 
and meetings in the streets and coffee-houses^ faci- 
litate combinations. This is always the epoch 
iu which dissatisfaction foments; and what fitter 
mode of leading to insurrection than the forcing, 
at such a period, by the government itself, this 
brand of degradation on the Turkish army. The 
answer to the application for- the dbtribution of 
the decorations, which was officially made by Bou- 
tinieffy was for several days evaded, and in the 
interim the troops were sounded. It was found that 
they were animated by the most decided spirit of 
resistance, and that there prevailed among them a 
generar determination not to permit the decorations 
to be affixed to their breasts. Boutinieff pressed 
his demand, in terms still more uigent. A short 
delay was solicited, on the ground of the Ramazan, 
its religious observances, and pious preoccupations. 
These arguments being without effect, the dangers 
of the moment, and the dispositions of the troops, 
were represented to him, and the apprehensions of 
the government unfolded, in friendly confidence. 
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The implacable minister replied, that it was neces- 
WBry to overcome resistance, and to contend with 

danger ; that the Emperor would learn with in- 
dignation that there was a disinclination on the 
part of the Turkish ministers to make that use of 
his present for wliich he had destined it, and that 
any delay would be considered by his migesty as a 
serious offence. He saw that it was necessary to 
convince, or to intimidate, each of ihe ministers 
separately. One evening he invited himself to 
sup with Achmet Pacha, another evening with 
the Vizier, anotlier with the Seraskier, another 
with the Kyhaia Bey. He also visited the Reis 
Effendi, but did not sup with him, because this 
minister was suffering from indisposition. During 
eight consecutive nights, he visited one or other of 
the principal personages, using to each the language 
appropriate to his position; flattering, caressing, 
and threatening, by turns. The road being thus 
smoothed, he once more peremptorily repeated his 
demand for the distribution. The government 
ha^ then only one course to adopt ; this was, to 
inspire terror for the purpose of escaping destruc- 
tion, and to fulfil, with as little danger as possible, 
the will of the Czar. Those who had most posi- 
tively and energeticall}" refused to accept the deco- 
radons, were seized and beheaded; and twenty 
young men forfeited their lives as an offering to 
the genius of Russian moderation ! 
Do the annals of politics record a more odious 
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act than this? What language possesses terms 
capable of characterising it ? The Ottoman go^ 
vernment resisted as long as it was able, without 
dedaring itself in open insurrection against the 
Russians. I^aced between the dread of incurring 
the displeasure of the Emperor, and the danger of 
an insurrection at home ; terror alone could deliver 
them ; it was therefore deemed necessary, on the 
order of the Russian minister, to call in the aid of 
the executioner. Such measures are carried into 
effect by a brilliant, elegant, amiable, and prepos- 
sessing diplomatist ; how steeled, then, must be the 
resdution of that merciless system ! what may it 
do— what may it dare, one day, to annihilate in 
Europe the institutions which are obnoxious to it ! 

It was then that conspiracies were spoken of, 
and that the English fleet was recalled from Malta. 
There was no conspiracy save that of the Russian 
minbter; no executions but those which were 
ordered in consequence of his insisting on a distri- 
bution, which he was assured could not take place 
without that horriUe ppehmioary. Them was no 
executioner but one — the Russian ambassador. 

What must be the feelings with which these 
events have inspired the troo|is» — ^what the dissa- 
tisfaction and hatred which the Sultan has drawn 
down upon himself by these acts ? If, to-morrow, 
the Rusrians dioiild attempt to dethrone him, 
what soldier would expose his breast, or dmw his 
sword in his defence? This unhappy sorer^gn 
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will be abandoned to his fate, for the crimes of the 
£tnperor» who will one daj date a ukase from 

Constantioople, hj the consequences of this and 
such like crimes. 

Bootinieff has in this gained a victory of the 
first importance — he has succeeded in putting 
fakwd between the Sultan and his armj» and that 
at a time, when the head of a Mussulman is almost 
as inTioiable in public opinion, as the life of a 
citizen among us is inviolable in the ejeof the law. 
This tragedy has occurred at a moment when such 
atrocities are not screened from general attention 
by the rapid movement of public and absorbing 
events, or by prosperity, which wipes away the 
stains from absolute power. These unfortunate 
victims fell in the midst of their countrymen, 
already excited by alarms, and attentive to the 
kast signal denoting new catastrophes, irritated 
by suffering, and requiring, as some compensation 
for the miseries that press upon them, that life at 
least should be protected against the vicisttudes to 
which it was formerly exposed. Davoud, Pacha 
of Bagdad, JVIustapha, Pacha of Scodra, were both 
taken in arms — the one is honored with a govern* 
ment, the other gratified with a penaon. Times 
are changed, and the sabre which now no longer 
abeds the blood of culprits, of rebels, or of enemies, 
should at least respect that of servants, unim- 
peached, save for their honest zeal and honorable 
devotion. 
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This fact suffidently proves that the Russian 

system is ripening, and gaining strengtli. Whilst 
Russian diplomacy' in the different courts of 
Europe professes ignorance whenever allnsion is 
made to designs on Constantinople ; whilst they 
' are lavish of assurances— of falsehoods — and deda- 
rations ; here the mine is completed, the inflam- 
mable matter is collected, and the moment for 
lighting the match is the only combination as yet 
incomplete. 

At the close of last year, the Turkish government 
had come to the determination of definitively regu- 
lating the army and the fleet. With this view, 
they decided on applying to England for a certain 
number of superior naval officers, and to France 
for a certain number of military officers in every 
branch of the service, a portion of whom were to 
be placed at the head of a military school. A 
large building (Galata Serail) was to be put into a 
fit condition to recdve 500 pupils and the requisite* 
number of professors. A naval school was to be. 
established in the Arsenal, or at Prince's Island. 
All was arranged, and letters were about to be 
'dispatched. Russia, on learning this, made remon- 
strances, and inquired whether the Porte wished 
to consign the instruction of her am^y and navy to 
turbulent men, the republicans, the Janissaries 
of England and Prance, to inculcate ideas of dis- 
obedience and insubordination. These represen- 
tations, certainly not without effect, were still 
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insufficient; and then it was declared that if 
the project were really adopted, the Emperor 
would view it with the utmost displeasure, and 
would not patientlj witness the troubles whidi 
must speedily convulse Constantinople, by the 
mere fact of the presence of a considerable 
number of foreign officers, seeking to annihilate 
the power of the government, and revolutionize the 
armed force. From that moment the scheme was 
abandoned. One phrase has now become a spell» 
** It is the Emperor's will." By it, Boutinieff 
already reigns in Constantinople. 

What is the result of this state of things ? 
That the Turkish ministers have totally abandoned 
all hope of extricating themselves from their pre- 
sent degrading situation, or of escaping from speedy 
destruction ? They see that they are delivered up 
to Russia, and that henceforth there will be no 
thought of delivering them. They are resigned, 
because resignation is the only course for them. 
So at least they think ; for as we have frequently 
remarked, the government has arrived at such a 
degree of distrust of itself, and fear of others, that 
no energetic resolution can arise, except by external 
influence and support. Depressioa has sunk to its 
utmost depth, and each day of existence seems to 
'the Ottoman government a day of grac^ for 
which they ought to thank heaven. In this state 
of things, what is to be expected but the acceptance 
of the Ukase^ which will annex Constantinople to 

M 
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the Russian Empire? All will bow down their 
heads, and return quietly to their homes. 

In conclusion^ let us connect the most recent 
(acts that indicate the triumphant march of Rua«#. 

Persia^ in 1886» nourished such a spirit of 
resistance to Russia, that she declared war against 
her. She was beaten, humbled^ her spirit broken* 
a debt imposed on her, her provmces occupied; and 
her soldiers, two months after the triumph of 
Russia, turned against Turkey*. 

In 1828, Turkey nourished such^ a spirit of 
resistance to Russia, as to declare war against her* 
She was beaten, humbled, debt imposed, provinces 
occupied, bound by treaties, and garrisoned. 

In 1830, Poland arose in arms, and shook o£f the 
yoke of Russia ; she is conquered, prostrate iwid 
in herself hopeless. 

In 1832, Turkey, attacked by Mehemet Ali, 
made an effort to em.ancipate itself from Russian 
thraldom, and to throw itself on England; she 
was spumed back into the arms of her enei^y* 
Five years have sufficed for her to subdue, tbrie 
hostile and aggressive kingdoms, her neighbours-^ 
hve years have sufficed for opening up the portatl 
of India, where a hostile nation has hitherto sload 
as watchman — for rendering definitively her own, 
that great, that ancient Poland, so long, so use* 
lessly ><!alled the Bulwaric of Europe; and for 

* See Appendu L. 
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comrertii^ into an unresbliDg and subsement • 
ally, her old, her terriMe Ottoman foe. Five 

short years have sufficed for the accomplishment of 
labours, in which a century of prosperous enter- 
prise would have been profitably expended. He 
must be a bold man who can talk — ^not of war, 
but of peace ! Since, then, four years for new pre- 
paration have been given her, four years chances of 
information and combination have been lost, and 
the occupation of the Dardanelles is now, in anti- 
cipated submission, considered ** un Jait accompli,** 
except in its consequences, although a hundred 
leagues of the blue deep stretches between her 
capital and the Russian arsenals, and the channel 
leading to that sea has yet soundings for a British 
squadron. 
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ON THE IMMEDUTE AVAILABIUTY 

or TBB ' 

RESOURCES OF PERSIA TO RUSSIA. 

See Introduction. 

It is very natural that those who are unacquainted 
practically with the facilities that exist in the east for hand- 
ling men -the ease with which, by a little dexterity, the 
enemy of to-day may be made the partiKan of to-monow— 
those who bare not aeen how all^sctkms can fluctuate, pas- 
sions arise and subside, and how opinion, that sole bond of 
Eastern Government, responds with instantaneous and 
obedient vibration, to the touch of the skilful hand^it is 
Tery natural that those who do not understand this moral 
state of the East, should vastly underrate the prospects 
of Russia — that they should not perceive the elements 
of military power which she is now acquiring in the 
political and moral control she is allowed to establish over 
Persia and Turkey. The resistance, the public and per- 
sonal resistance, the implacable hatred of the Circas- 
sians to Russia, the drawback they have proved on her 
strength and resources, the barrier they have presented 
to her extension, have actually propagated the belief 
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thatRiiiiUwMkauhenelf by exteniUMi. TheCirrMiiim 
are MtUBulmans; and» iboKtafe, people believe that all 
Mnssulmaiis po wc g s the flame power of sdf-iiidependeiiee, 

the same unsubdued spirit of mountain freedom. This 
is a grave error; and this barrier, not subdued^ but 
passed (it is nearly so), the power of Russia .will espaod 
floathy east, and west— not only not arrested by religion 
and its predilections, by mountains and their spirit, but 
it will combine, for its own ends, if allowed the time, 
the very obstacles that have hitherto retarded^ but never 
cooled, her ardour, nor arrested her march. 

The whole history of the East estaUishes as facts, thai 
which we have not sufficient knowledge of its habits, and 
of its political institutions, to preconceive or account for. 
Its continual changes, the sudden development of amazing 
power and prosperity, the as sudden prostration of power, 
show the facility of building, up as of breaking down, and 
prove how easy it has then been for one individuaTs 
genius to command victory and dominion. What may not 
the genius of a system effect ! There, conquerors have 
marched from triumph to triumph, with the rapidity of a 
courier. A skirmish has been known to. decide the pftt 
•f a 'hundred millions of men. A few months have oibm 
sufficed for the erection of systems that have endured 
for ages, and for raising empires from the lowest pitch of 
^ degradation to the pinnacle of power. 

At once, in illustration of this truth, and as throwing 
light on events in progress, we will quote a passage hm 
an unpublished journal of Mr. C. Burgess, who for 
several years has had a command under the late Prince 
ipjal of Persia. 

. The agcount of the part tfaay (twoPeniaiiB^ nQwpvoK 
tegfo of Russia^ took in the last wars, I will giv^ in his 

own words. As soon as the prince royal. Abbas Miisa,; 
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ewiMnoed his expedilkm Agunrt TiAn, Shimk Aim 
IfirMy anodier of the Idng^i 80iib» came into Ghilan, to 
raiee an army of tufenkch^ or riflemen, from Masan* . 

deran and that province, with which he was to make an 
incursion against Lenkeran, and to ])roceed as far up the 
hanks of the Caspiaii as he could. He was joined hf 
M ufttaphA Ehan» a famous Masandcfan chief, BAUt Khaoy 
of the Talish trihe, and Meer Hassan Khan^ of Lenkeran, 
before the Russians took possession of it, and whose 
family are the hereditary governors of the town. The 
army might muster ahout 1%000 men, irregulars^ and 
drieiy riflemeny which is the force best suited to the 
woody impracticable nature of the fxmntry they were 
to act in. They set out without giving the Russians 
any notice of their approach, and took Lenkeran, Salian, 
and Bakou*, almost without resistance. Th^ were in 
the act of besieging Kouba, thus having oomfdetcijr 
fumed the Caucasian chain, and the Daghestanees, and - 
other of the mountain tribes, were bringing in heads of 
Russians to their camp in hundreds; when, all at once^ , 
there came in the night a courier to the prince commancU 
ing» Shiack Alee Mirza, with the news of the prince 
royal having lost the battle of Genga or Elizabethpolf ; 
on this, he, without acquainting any one but his imme- 
diate suite, decamped, and at daylight, when the whole 
army arose, to their great astonishment, their com- 
mander was nowhere to be found. Of course^ a panic 
was the immediate consequence^ and each chief went off 
with his own followers to his home, and thus this suc- 
cessful force melted to nothing. The Russians had been 
so much alarmed at this incursion, that the people sA. 

* Bakou"was not taken; it was surrounded and blockaded, 
-f" Abbas Mirza, had he pushed on to Tiflisi must, after all,^' 
have driven Russia beyond the Caucasus, 
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Astrachaii wm b^giiuuiig to prepare to movei and ditf 
whole of the Caucaiian tribee, who have never, even to 

this (lay, submittecl to the Russian yoke,' were completely 
set in motion, and fast uniting with the Persian force. 
What the effects of such an expedition would have been, 
had their commander been a man of enterprise^ k is 
hnpossible to say ; but the fact of a Persian foree so 
commanded, and so organisctl, having overrun such a 
tract of country, and taken three fortified towns, may 
fairly lead to the conclusion, that had the Persians been 
assisted, as they ought to have been, in the war by 
England, and English officers had authority m their 
army, the results would have been far different from 
what we have now to contemplate. Meer Abon Talib, 
who was in Astrachan at this time, was placed under 
^ snrveiDanoe'" by the Russian police, for the part his, 
brother was taking ; however, at the close of the earn" 
paiguy he was releaeedy and the family agam taken into 
famifur*^* 

* The next passage contains too deep a moral to be omitted. 

Tabreez, March 8, 1834. 

'* To*day I rode into the csravansera GiUshaw, one of the 
principal ones of the town, and found Mirsa Resss, the chief 
of the cnstonis, and Auvefc, who it called the head of the 
Russian merchants in Tabreez, in fierce dispute ; who was 
right it was very difficult to say. The cause of quarrel 
appeared to be, that some Russian subjects had attempted to 
defraud tlie customs, in which Auvek defended them, and, it 
appeared to roe, unjustly ; however, be this as it may, nothing 
. could justify Aovek's setting hn arms a-kimbo, and crying 
out ' I have defiled your fathers' graves ; how dare you eat 
such dirt as to oppose the authority of the Russians I don't 
you know that tliis town and the whole province is our's, when- 
ever we please to take it, and yet you dare to interfere with 
our subjects.'-" 
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What is, then, the military strength of this Russia, 
■wlieii twelve tboaaand irregulars, so collected and so offi* 
oered, can sweep along £00 milet of her moet importaiit 
frontier, carry or blockade three fortified places, meet with 
no resistance, and spread terror to a city like Astrakan, 800 
miles within her lines? But mark what follows: — The 
victorious body, that Russia has no means of resisting, ia 
dispersed by the pusiUanimity of their leader, and the 
absence of all combination. Russia, by oombinatioo, 
triumphs — she takes possession of the very district from 
which these men had been collected — crosses the Araxes 
— forces Persia to sign the Treaty of Turkman Chai, in 
February, and in April nKyves a body of these very men 
against Turkey — ^where the success of the Rustkm arms 
is, by the confession of Ftakewitch himsdf, owing to the 
Mussulman tnwps. 

This leads us to notice another subject of some import* 
anoe. The vast erudition, the profound research of 
M« Kliqpiothy and the official sources of infoimatioii opeti 
to him formerly at St. Petersburgh and Moscow, have de- 
servedly rendered him the first and almost the sole au- 
thority, at least on the continent of Europe, with respect 
to the Caucasus^ and to central Asia. He left RuaBa, 
as it is understood, in diigast» consequently no suspicion 
attaches to his views and statements of a Russian bias; 
indeed the reverse is generally supposed. Now there 
may be circumstances that might justify the supposition 
of their being more of coUusion than disgust in his flight 
w exile. Certain it is, that the eflbct of his writings have 
been eminently favorable to Russia'*s projects. He has 
established the opinion that the Mussulman population are 
most difficult of subjugation, and that Russia must weaken 
herKlf by every conquest she makes. We insert a paper 
of his, published at Fteis a few numihB hefm the Persian 
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WBTy in the Courier Fran^ais, which produced a deep 
fiensadon at the time, and was reproduced in several works. 
The tendency to lull puUic attentian} to calm danDy-it 
marked in emy line— the opinions appear unaccountable 
fai a man of M. Klaproth^s infbmiation — ^the fiile^al»* 
ments perhaps render the source of the opinions intel- 
ligible. 

Since Runia has extended her posscaaions 1)eyond the 
Caucasus, the finds it neoeasary to maintain a numeitilii 

army in the newly conquered provinces. But the coun- 
tries occupied do not afford sufficient provisions for the 
amy, and supplies must therefore be forwarded by the 
Mack Sea, and across tiie Caucasus^ along a road sdldom 
praodcable far waggons. All articles necessary fbr the 
equipment and arming of the troops, being conveyed 
in the same manner to Georgia, it will be readily per- 
ceived that the possession of that country must be bur* 
dwnadttie to Russia. Forty thousand "Ma searody 
suffice' to keep down the population of Greorgia, and the 
warlike tribes of the Caucasus, who are ever on the 
watch for opportunities to plunder the country, and to 
carry off the inhabitants into slavery. 

Constantiy menaced on one side by the iinsubdued 
mDdntaineers, the Russians 'cannot make a free cBipOi^ 
sition of the forces which they have to the south of the 
Caucasus. A war with Persia must greatly embarrass 
them ; for though it is easy (?) to order 100,000 men to- 
pass this chain of inhospitaUe mountainsy it is quite im» 
posBiUe to feed them when ihcy have arrived 'at their' 
destination. No part of the Caucasian Isthmus produdBS 
com in sufficient abundance to admit of any considerable 
exportation ; and if a surplus did exist, the difficulty of 
the comDUnioatioas would prevent its odBV€()nuuse &» 
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deficiency of piovinons pretent^ trnfi always prmmi 
BuMia from augmenting her amy in Georgia, and ham 

making e vtensive conquests in Persia. The portion of 
the latter country through which a Kusuau army must 
in muehing mn Tehran, the pieeent cifntal «f 
Pe«ai%.ia idll k$B fertile than Georgia. (?) It is eoldy 
inliabited by wandering tribes, (?) who live upon thenr 
flocks ; cultivated fields are rarely seen. (?) On the aproach 
of a hostile army, the Nomadic population would pro- 
haUy retire with their cattle into the mountamsy ifhm 
Acy wmild be able to dtfoid. their proper^ agunst the 
Conacka, who might be sent out to forage&r pmviooMi 
Besides, Tehran is surrounded by deserts ; (?) and in those 
countries there is no meanft of securing subsistence for 
ajiinvading army. Taceny on war in such regions, it 
|fl not.eulBue^t to have jm aimy well equipped and well 
ooBunanded ; it is, , moreover, neccimy, that the tsoope 
should be inured to the climate. The insalubrious air 
of several districts of northern Persia engenders fever 
and other tliseases, which are aggravated by unwholesome 
iipody and chiefly by thfr cating of firuit, from which eoip 
diers cannot isbstain. 

^* In advancing on the Persian territory, the Russian 
troops would leave behind them at least 120,000 Cauca- 
sians, well arined; and all the Georgian population of 
the Isthmus^ ready to seize any fiivourable opportun^]| 
in revolting ; and, finally, the Mahometan tribes of Kara* 
bagh, Shirwan, and Daghestan, always willing to shake 
off the yoke of the Infidel. Embarrassed in its march 
by the want of articles of the first necessity, the invading 
emy !wou}d find itself constantly harassed by the Per- 
fiiiii l%ht cavalry, a description of fixce fully equivalent 
to .the Cc^sacks, £v£ry one knows how much unfprei 
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Men attacks by such troops contribute to fatigue and 
damp the sfnrit of an aray on its maich. 

Were the Persians themselveB prudent enough, or 

were they sufficiently advised, to avoid a pitched battle 
on the invasion of their territory by the Russians; — 
were they to allow the Russians to advance, and confine 
themsdves to. cutting oW the communications be twe en 
the different corps of the enemy and Georgia, th^ would 
infallibly succeed in destroying the invading army, or in 
compelling it to return with loss to its own country. 
But the stupidity and false courage of all Mahometan na- 
tions will probably prevent them fkom adopting a course 
so advantageous to themselves. They are always ready to 
try their strength in the open field with an army of 
infidels; and then the bravery of the Russian soldier, 
directed, by European tactics, is capable of withstanding 
• «n enemy tenfold more numerous. But on^ two^ or 
ihiee battles lost, do not decide the hte of a sem^ 
barbarous state. (?) The difficulty of conquest will be 
infinitely less to Russia than the retaining under her 
sway the provinces of which she may obtain possession. (?) 

Moreover, the offgrandi^emerU of RuwUt attheeet" 
pefue of Persia cannot faU to prove dModoa/rUageoue 
to the Jbrmer tfihe two ; eke wiUacquire provinces of no 
value, the inhabifants of which, being zealous followers of 
Islamism, will never be sincerely attached to her govern^ 
ment» She teiU ther^re^find it constant^ neeeeeaey 
to maintam a coneiderabie number of troops in the 
conqiiered country,^ wAicA mttet give occasion to em^ 
traordtnary disbursements, besides the expense of the 
administration* She will then be in a situation as em» 
barrassing as was the East India Compang^ after the 
war imprudent undertaken against the Birmane, and 
the giorkms peace which terminated it, when the new con- 
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quests beyond the Gauges reduced the English to the 
situation of holding themselves long on the defensive 
againat their neighbours to the eastward."* 

The drift of this article no one can mistake, now that 

events have shown the groundlessness of the assumptions. 
Here is tlie first authority on this question assuring 
France that Russia could not triumph over Persia, and 
if she didy that she would weaken herself. These o]»* 
mons he supports by the bold assertion of fidsehbods^ 
and he concludes with an artful allusion to India, to 
rouse up the old rivalry of French ambition, and to tell 
it, that if reaUy danger existed in the east, it was only to 
the colonial empire of Great Britain. 

M. Elaproth tells us that the northern regions of 
Persia are' solely inhabited by wandering tribes, and that 
the country round Teheran is a desert. The northern 
districts of Persia are Agerbijan and Ghilan. With 
respect to the firsts Mr. Fraser says, This province is 
one of the most productive of the kingdom, and provi- 
sions and comforts abound.* With respect to the 
second, he tells us that it " Displays scenery which for 
beauty and interest cannot be surpassed in any part of 
the world. Large com fields, divided by excellent 
fences and hedges* varied with oopao-wood, orchards, and 
groves, from among wMch the neat cottages of a village 
often peep out, and fine swelling lawns with noble ptu k- 
like trees dotting the green surface, or running up the 
hill odea in natural glades."^ Of course the elaborately 
erudite M. Klaproth could not be ignorant of what 
every child that has gone through his school-book exer- 
cises must know, that the northern regions of Persia are 
the richest, most populous, and fertile portion of that 
country. During this war, Axerbijan fed a Fenian army 
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of 50,000 men, the Russian army, and the inhabhanti, 
without diflBculty, and with scarcely a rise of price. 

The loss of two or three battles not deciding the fate 
of a demi-barbarou8 people is a novel doctrine. Alex- 
ander the GretA idiited it— more eloquently did Hah- 
moud of Ghizni refute it^ as every conqueror in the 
£ast has done. 

As to the latter paragraph, it is a series of false pro- 
poeitioni. Opposition to Russia in those regiomv while 
Bngland stands aloofy dqiends solely on the eneigj of 
litte Persian government. Whatever diminishes that energy 
takes from them the power of that resistance — when that 
ceases to exist, these countries cease to cause Kussia to 
expend men or treasure, and, on the contrary, oontiibate 
t» her vesonroes. As to the comparison between the 
Persmn and Burmese wars, Rusna made Persia pay llie 
expenses of the war to the uttermost farthing ; we incurred 
a debt of twelve millions beyond the sum recovered from 
the Burmese^ • 
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POLITICAL CONNECTION FRANCE AND 

TURKEY. 

See page 116. 

Ik an introduction prefixed to the French tramdation 
of this Essay, there are the following olieervmtionaott the 

fact of the historic union of the interests of France and* 
Turkey. 

Turkey — Turkey brought to the edge of an abyss 
is the subject of this work-— solemn and terrible questioDy' 
which touches, by every point, the repose and happiness- 
of the whole of Europe, and in which are necessarily 
involved the interests, the honour, and the futurity of 
France. Curiosity alone, in the absence of more honour- 
able and powerful motives, mij^t alone lead us to follow 
the development of this political drama, in which events 
^acts— intrigues — ^prepare a catastrophe which must 
place in our epoch one of those great revolutions which 
change the face of the globe. 

Since the day in which was created that political 
system whidi for three oentuH^s has regulated the 
destiny of Europe, no alliance is recorded by history 
more advantageous, more necessary, or even more con- 
stant, than that which has bound France to Turkey. 
When, at the oommeneement of the sixteenth oentury. 
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the people of Christendom Jiiecame ahunned at the eon- 
quests of Selim and Soley man— when the Popes endea- 
voured to reanimate tlie spirit of the crusades, the kings 
of France required, as it were, a diplomatic inspiratiou» 
to resist the religious sympathies of their people^ and to 
avert the dangers with which their countiy was menaced 
by the ambition of the House of Hapsburg, which sought 
to appear the instrument of an universal religious move- 
ment, and thus to subvert a dangerous rival, the sub- 
version of which must have rendered that house the 
mistress of £urope. -It was a phenomoKm new in 
Europe; it was, to use the expression of the times, scan- 
dalous to see the very christian king leagued with the 
chief of lalamism against an a{X)st()lic emperor. How- 
ever, - itom the very principle of that alliance, French 
dqplpoiacy received an impulse and direction so natural, 
80 profitable^ and so necessary^ that during three ceor 
turies France never once deviated from this political 
dogma*. Wliat would have been the resistance of 
France if under Francis I., Henry IV., or Louis XI 
the House of Hapsburgh had aspired to the occupation 

* It would be snperfluouB to ttik of the commercial ad- 
vantages which France has reaped from this alliance ; but we 
cannot pass over in silence a historic fact, which had escaped 
the erudition of the Minister of the Interior, in his lucid 
expositbn of the righti of neutrals, in affirroiDg that France, 
at the treaty of Utrecht, was the first to recognise this right 
M» Thiers maker a mistake. ** The treaty (condaded a 
century before the treaty of Utrecht), between Henry IV. and 
Mahomet III., contains this remarkable clause, — *Que les 
marchandises chargees a notis sur vaissaux Fran^ais et 
sppartenans aux ennerois de la Porte ne pouvoient ^tre pris 
sous preteste qu'eUes venoient des cnnemis de la Porte.' '* . 
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of Constantinople, or even to influence over the lootmcilt 
of the Porte ? If at the close of the eighteenth century 
France abandoned this prudent system, it was only 
because she herself had been seduced into prageets of 
universal domuiioii, and the conquest of Egypt anA 
Syria imturally led the young hero of the P3mnidde8 to 
the conquest of the Bosphorus. These illusions dispersed 
— Napoleon revived the old Dogma of French diplomacy. 
When at Erfurt the two Enqperan iqppeared, in the midtt 
of mutual concessions and de&raicesy to divide^ between 
themselves, Europe into two equal portions, while, in 
reality, each sought the means of arriving at undivided 
domination; it was the question of the Bosphorus that • 
fbte the veil aiunden Th^ hero of Austerlits, at Itbe 
head'of France^ <^the fimfMre, did not daie toaliandai: 
Constantkiople tb the ' pacifid Alexander. - Will* -Louis 
Philippe and the France of July be more courag^us, in 
face of the enterprising and happy genius of Nicholas iT^ 

•After a happ^ and original exposition of the spedero^ 
dictatorship that Nicholas exercises throughout Europe^ 
the writer returns again to the Eastern question. *^ The 
magnitude of its imminent results has nothing com- 
parable to it in the annals of diplomacy. This Eastern 
question, essentially a French question, offers to France 
the most finrtuitous and solemn means of restoration to the 
path of national honour, and also of national security. 
One energetic decision wouki, as it were, by a miraculous 
metamorphosis, transfigure the most defective and 
despised portion of our system— our diplomacy. And 
thia qMcies of external restoiation could not be without 
a salutary influence on our internal state.* 

This observation is not more profound than true. A 
reasoner seated at Paris could arrive at the idea of the 
diplomacy of France requiring a deep conviction?— « 

N 
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recognised spring of action, to be effective only as the 
result of long study and reflection. The second con- 
victioD, that the diplomacy of France must be spiritless 
without such a principle, is but an infmnoe from the 
first. 

Whoever has wandered over that arena, where Ihe 
interests and destinies of Europe are at stake, must have 
stumbled over these truths. What in the QSkp^jogH^, ii^ 
intellect, un the other is sense. We who hmmm^ 
diplomatistSy and the adnritals of Fnmoe^ BC^Aogikk iM 
senses with the activity of mind that characterise their 
country, but without the unity that once was its motto, 
should have considered the worthlessnessof the diplomacy 
of France, toocomnKm and notorious a fact to merit 
otisiervation. This we have no hesitation in^^afilmingy 
that, if, during the last ten years, France hid^ never 
heard of Turkey, and Turkey had never heard of France, 
that Kussia would now be half a century further off. 
from the realisation of her prefects than she i 

J - 
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TURKISH OIL AND HUSSIAN TALLOW* 

See Introduction, 

If we were studiously to sit down to arrange our 
Tariff, with the view of favouring Russia and injuring 
Turkey, we should make it just what it is. If our influence 
over Turkey had been subsequently directed to the same 
end, it would have produced just^such results as those 
which are before us. By favour of our Tariff, by regu- 
lations of Turkey, introduced contrary to her stipulations 
with us— by the dependence in which we are self-placed 
on the markets of Russia, for every article imported into 
England from Russia, do we deny ourselves commercial 
and manufacturing advantages of the very greatest im- 
portance — do we pay Russia annually several millions, 
which otherwise we should pay to Turkey ; and thus have 
we given to Russia the power of encamping on the JBospho- 
rus, of injuring the prosperity and degrading the power of 
our own empire, and of endangering the peace of Europe. 

We take one instance for the present — oil and tallow. 

In aU countries possessing that inestimable fruit, or 
enabled to procure its produce by commerce, the olive 

* This paper was drawn up at the period of the Russian 
expedition to the Bospbonis. It is inserted as an illustration 
of the eflfects of a seore in a tariff on political oombinatlonsy 
and OB national prosperity and indspendenoe. 
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and its oil have been considered, next to bread and salt, 
neoeaiaries of life; yet in England it may be said to 
unknown. Oil is the best material and pvineipal ingre- 
dient in the manufacture of 8oap» necessary to die cleans- 
ing of the person and the clothes of each individual of 
our population ; — oil in England is almost unknown as 
an ingredient of soap* It aifords, naturally, the best and 
cheapest light for our northern nights in England it is 
used for light only by the rich. Oil is useliil and neoea- 
sary in a great proportion of the chemical processes on 
which the greatness of the country depends, and is abso- 
lutely necessary to the working of every piece of ma^ 
chinery throughout the empire; — ^the importation of 
oil into England, where not a single olive-tree exists^ 
amounts but to one^th of the importation into olive* 
growing France ! Cloths, dyes of all kinds on all stuffs, 
and soap, are staples of French exportation — not pro- 
duced by natural advantages ; she owes them to her oil. 

The substitutes which we have forced into use, instead 
are^ chiefly, tallow-— inferiw in almost every case^ 
wholly inapplicable in many, to the deterioration of our 
produce, and the restriction of its exportation ; also of 
higher price, as will presently appear; and, moreover, 
wholly inadequate to supply the demand without an ex« 
cessive increase of price ; other inferior substitutes are 
found in cocoa-nut oil, oil from seeds of all kinds, and 
palm-oil, all admitted at a lower duty. 

The country which principally grows oil, admits, with- 
out any restriction whatever, the produce of England, its 
demand for which is only limited by its ability to furnish 
us with produce in return. It is a country which, 
politically, we wish to strengthen, and with which our 
object is to establish and cement the closest connection. 
The country which furnishes tallow restricts fay every 



Digitized by Google 



means the importation of our produce, and applies the 
moiurosiy furnished by our traffic, to endeavours to raise 
up riralb «ami£scture8> and to pditkal purpoteB, and to 
waHitKj o pOTat io n» » hoetikmd daogeroiM to us* While 
our ▼CMcb reiwm light from Turiceyy they go light to 
Russia. Our trade with Turkey is carried on exclusively 
in English bottoms; our traffic with Kussia is shared 
with Russkn vesads ; and will be the meant of improving 
the BnaMMi' marine. 

'But it nright be supposed, in odmpensation for the 
injury, politically and commercially, inflicted on Eng- 
land by the next to prohibitory duty of 8^. 8s.* on oil, 

* Since that period the duty has been reduced to 4/. 4s, 

but scarcely any results have followed. Every day's expe- 
rience teaches us the immediate connection between the 
tariff and manufacturing intelligence. A fractional duty 
has often changed the whole course of commerce, and 
prevented great resonrees not only fVom being brought 
into action, but from being known. Ollt now that the 
duty is 41. 4«., is almost as roach exdaded firom ma- 
nufactures as when it was 16/. 16s., or St. 8s : because 
habits liave been fornied,and because the retail price is nearly 
what it was, that is, about 200 per cent, above its real value. 
Oil, it is also to be observedi does not keep, especially when 
exposed, and when there are not proper vessels ; nor can these 
be aflforded*, unless the sale is great and the demand constant. 
This accounts for the slowness of the advance in the consump- 
tion of oil, and the appreciation of its qualities. The first 
experiments must be made in detail, and it is to be procured in 
the retail shops at an exorbitant price, and is, moreover, old, 
if not rancid. 

The importance of oil in woollen manufaetnres is not under- 
stood. Tbe beautiful texture of the Tunis caps bas been 
found, by recent experiments at Constantinople, to be chiefly 
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tlMt at least we have an atnmdaiit or an adeqiiate supply, 

which is to be obtained alone by the favour accorded to 
Russian tallow^— quite the contrary, — the price of tallow 
18 at this moment rapidly rising, because the supply is 
inadequate to the demand. It has, within a few months^ 
risen 10^. per ton, and the reserved stock on hand has 
dwindled, within the last three years, from 15,000 to 
8,000 tons ; and as the reduction of duty on soap and 
candles will naturally lead to increased consumption, it is 
certainly fair to anticipate^ that the benefit proposed, by 
the reduction of the duty, will in a great measure be 
frustrated by the increase of price. I'he price has 

owing to the use of large quantities of oil during the manipu- 
latioit of the wool and yam ; ODe*third of the weight of wool 
has been there employed, and the fabric nearly equals already 
that of Tunis. Precisely the same process (excepting the 
quantity of oil) is employed at Genoa, also the same wool ; 
but the caps bring a sixtli of the price of Tunis caps; one- 
tenth of the weight of wool is there used. Olive-oil is used 
in all the celebrated doth manufactories of France and Ger« 
many. The attention of the writer was first awakened to this 
qaestion by seeing olive-oil used in some of the doth districts of 
Prussia, from whence rape-seed was exporting to England to 
supply oil for the cloth manufacture in England. He inquired 
why they did not use rape-oil, which they had at their door, in- 
stead of olive-oil imported from the East, through Trieste, and 
conveyed by long and expensive land carriage, making it several 
times the price of rape-seed oil. He was told that experience 
taught them, that rape-seed oil had not the smoothness of olive- 
oil ; that the fibre of the wool, when moistened by it, did not 
lie so well ; that the cloth was not so soft or so brilliant ; and 
that if their government taxed oil so as to put it out of their 
power to use it, they would not employ rape-seed oil, but 
abandon the manufiieture of doth. 
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already advanced to 48^.% but what limits are there to its 
rise? It might be suppoeed that the increaiie of price 
would, whenever it had passed the lerd the duty on 
oO, attract oil to our market, so that the price of tallow 

would be lowered by the demand V>eing divided ; but in 
practice this by no means happens. Speculations of this 
precarious nature are never undertaken without the pros- 
pect of enormous piofits» if successful. Merchants and 
mainufacturers are attached to their habitual routine, and 
so high a duty, even were oil introduced under its opera- 

* The Rusvian merchants, anticipadng such a rise, held 
on, the price at that moment rapidly rose as stated in che^ 
text, but' a Isrge tmportation into En^^land of other olea- 
ginous substances, and a most abundant home supply of 
tallow, checked the rise, alarmed the holders— the Russian 
reserved stock was tlirown into the market, so that since that 
. period) Callow has fallen 10«. per cwt., the loss falling endrely 
on the Russian proprietots and merchants* The reduction 
of the duty on oil, even such as it ii, has still further depressed 
the market. A new source of supply is aTso opened in the 
provinces of Wallachia and Moldavia of finer quality than the 
finest Russian tallow. A couple of vessels are at present 
expected, and ia the precarious state of the market their 
arrival will probably reduce Russian tallow one or two shil- 
lings more per cwt. — every shilling reduced on the cwt:, is a 
loss to Russia of 50,000^ Russia has therefore suffered, by 
these combined causes influencing the English market, to the 
amount of 500,000/., and perhaps another sum equal to the 
half of this by the reaction of this depression on the continen- 
tal market. If the Waliachian tallow now comes in, to cause 
a further reduction, Russia will practically feel what a thorn 
these prorinees are in her side, and England may commence 
to perceive what the advantages are of which she has been so 
long deprived in the Ottoman dominions* 
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tion to supply the place of tallow, would deter merchants 
ftx>m specukting in aay other oil, save that which is of 
the best .Of nrnt appwted qnalityy or from aoeuflaned 
ports, 80 that the demand would immediatdy raise Iht 

price of oil, at the particular marts whence the supply 
was habitually drawn. In support of this, I appeal to 
the fact, that in 1800 we were paying Russia 100/. per 
ton fdr tallovy while oil was retailing throu^umt the 
Lcyant at .86l^ yet the French soap-boilers esteem oil at 
46/. worth tallow at S&. ; our soap-boilers know nothing 
of the use of olive-oil, in consequence of its systematic 
exclusion by the higher duty it pays than tallow ; in 
fact» by this unadvised, and, perhaps^ heedless stroke of a 
legislative pen, we have raised the resooroes of Russfa, 
during the last SS years, by a sum which is certainly not 
below 50,000,000/. ! 

It must be borne in mind, that the que^^ion is not, 
which of the two— Russian tallow, and Turkish dl — we 
ate to admit, and which to r^ecl, but whether or not it 
is expedient or politic to admit Russian tallow on terms 
which are a virtual exclusion of Turkish oil. Let the 
tallow be admitted as heretofore, but let oil come in 
free. It will be readily admitted, that if the com- 
merce of England were left to the control of interests and 
Intelligence alone, oil, in proportion to its abundance, and 
comparative lowness of price, would supplant all other 
substances of a similar nature. The demand for tallow 
is evidently increasing — ^Russia^s powers of production 
are not^if, therefore, taUow wiere the best of all oleaginous 
substances which could be substituted for it— if it were 
desirable that Russia should be our sole market, even then 
would it be imperative on England to look for inferior 
substitutes^ and a less advantageous source of supply. 

During the last eight years, almost every article that 
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enters largely into commerce, has fallen very considerably 
in price, while tallow, on the contrary, has been increas- 
ingf and of coune its rdUidve value recemng greater 
augmentatMQ than tliat indicated hy the pdoe currmt^. 

Theel^of our Tariir has been — 
1st. To exclude England from the soap trade. Eng- 
land importing oil unrestrictedly would have supplied 
the whole of north and South America, and a great 
portion of Europe with soap. 
8nd. To give her worse and dearer soap §oit hone- 
consumption — either for general use, or for application 
to other manufactures, 
drd. To i|iduce her to use an inferior article in the 
preparation of her woollen manufactures. 



• This table has been compiled from oflltiol rL'tuiu.s and 
price curruits, between tiie years i82o and lb J J. 





per cent. 




per cent. 


Alum has fallen . 


. 36 


Sugar, from 


. 13io33 


Copper 


. i4 


Cheese 


. 


Coals . 


. 50 


Beef . 


. 22 


Borax 


. 46 


Anatto 


. 78 


Soda (carb. 80; . 


35 


Cucliineal . 


. 57 


Hops . • • 


. &0 


Indigo • 


. 63 


Iron> bars . • 


• 45 


Tobacco • 


. 60 


* 

pigs . 


. 52 


Gum Lac • 


. 50 to 75 


Lead . 


. 52 


Galls . 




— .Red . 


: 40 


Rice . • 


. 12 to 25 


While 


. 42 


Silk . 


. 30 to 70 


Leather . . 


. 27 


Wax . 


. .31 


Salt 


. 60 


Pepper 


. 20 


Spermaceti . 


. 41 


Tea • • 


. 11 to 17 


Spirits • 


• as 


Coffee 


. 13 to 27 



but Tallow has increased 9 to 15 
Soap „ 2 16 6 
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4th. Ditto in dyeing. 
5th. Ditto for machinery^. 
6th. Ditto for light. 

7th- She has sacrificed 200,000/. yearly to Russia, 
in increase of price on the inferior article. 

8th. She has deprived herself of the advantages that 
would have flowed indirectly from the benefits from 
which Bhe has excluded herself— increased capital^ 
employment of shipping, and compensating demand. 

dth. She has transferred most injportant financial and 
commercial resources from a people she has to defend, 
to a government which she has to combat. 
The yearly imported consumption of England at 

present is — 

tuiin. 

Tallow . . . jO,000 

fPalmoil . . . 10,000 

Olive oil ..... 5,000 
Fish oil . . 30,000 

' Rape and Linseed oil . . 5,000 

100,000 

of this quantity, at least 50,000 tons are employed for 
soap, machinery, dyeing, lighting, and other purposes to 
which oil is more peculiarly adapted. The change from 
tallow to oil would of course be gradual^ and the more 
so, as thereby the price of tallow would be lowered ; aiid 
this in itself is an inmicnse advantage, while on the other 
hand, that of oil would be increased; so that other 

* The objection to the use of olive oil for machinery is 
partly founded ; but if olive oil were fresh and cheap, it would 
be employed in this oounlry as hurgely for machinery as on 
the continent. 

f Palm oil is charged only %l, lOs. per ton. 
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nations would lose the unjust advantage over us which 
our regulations give them. This quantity, then, we may 
fix as the maximum of our piobabie demand, which, if 
realised, wwAbe a tiimsfar of the most lucradve branch 
of Russian commerce from Russia to Turkey. Let us 
therefore ascertain the actual amount and distribution 
^^thfi oil trade in the Mediterranean, its capabilities of 
matai^aaiacreased demand, the effect of si|ch deinand 
cmpae^ the ^oyt of production, the prospect* and the 
means of increasing production. 

ACTUAL SXAT£ OF XU£ OIL T]iAJD£. 

Consumption, 

Germany by Trieste • Ip^^O 

Holland . . . 2,500 

St. Petersburgh . . . 2,600 

Prussia, Sweden, Denmaik, &c. . 2,000 

Enalaml ' 5,000 

Fraoce, for soap . ' . 25,ooo } 
' . other purposes 5,000] ^^'^^ 

SUPPLY. 

Kingdom of Naples and Sicily . »')0,000 

Spain, Corsica, and Sardinia • . 2,000 

' Candia, and Greek Islands . . 10,000 

Barbary Coast • 10»000 

52,000 

This is an {^proximate average, taken between the 
yean 1824 and 18S8 ; since that period, the proportion 
famished by .the Levant has increased ; and besides the 
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dbove, at leMt 8^000 tool are shipped directly hem iSbn 
coast of Ada minor to America, and to the Black Sou 

LEVANT TEADK. * 

It is impoiMble to pcetend to any aocumy in endea- 
vouring to cakukte the internal etnoiem or tiie 
actual production of Turkey, Barbary, and the Levant^ 

but the following considerations will at least show how 
vast the field is. The foreign coinmerce, as above, amounts 
to ^,000 tons; the coast and inland trade to as much or 
more ; let us say, therefore, that the oil which passes the 
natiTe custom houses amounts to 50,000 tons: one 
quarter of the produce does not pass the native custom 
houses. 

The regions of European and Asiatic Turkey, the 
northern districts of Africa, over which the olive tree is 
scattered, must at least amount to 400,000 square miles. 

Now calculating (et infra) the prcxluce of an acre entirely 
occupied with olive trees at thre&-fourths of a cwt. of oil, 
then, if only one-fifiieth of these r^ons were occupied 
with dive trees, we should have a produce of 200,000 
tons. Again, the population of these regions, which 
either grow or are in the iinniediate vicinity of olives, 
cannot be reckoned at less than 4,000,000 of families; 
and as the entire population not only consume oil exdu- 
dusively, for cooking, for soap, and fbr light, but eat 
the olives themselves as food, and as such consider 
them, next to bread, a necessary of life, it will not be too 
great an allowance to set down an oke, (H^ lbs.) for the 
weekly consumption of each family, this will give 
860,000 tons. Of course it will be understood that these 
considerations are advanced merely to prove the vastness 
of the production, but by no means as calculations even 
remotely approximating to its real amount. 
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The. quality of oil of the Levant is excellent, although 
no care it taken of its extraction, or in keeping it after- 
. wards. 

The olive is no len eminendy circulated for the phy- 
sicfd than the political atmosphere of the East, eo ihncfa ao 

that it is the only species of culture that has outlived the 
last tweve years of concision ; numbers of the olive-trees 
hm of eoune been sacrificed; but so mitch tegpMu 
paid to them, that lli^ have been spared by all parties, 
Qidess when pressed by necesnty;- " 

The Morea and continental Greece produced, before 
the revolution, 8000 tons Caadia has exported 
ftO^QOO tons in one year. Some idea of the produce 
tiveness of dns'nngmfiQent island may be formed fimn 
this, tiiat in IQSB th^ irregular Ghreek ebmwiwii<m; whirh 
held precarious possession of one-half the island, raised a 
sum of 9,^0,000 piastres, or 122,666/., from an export 
duty OD oil, although the.duty was not paid on tiie whole, 
. and at the time^ in many placesi the olives wiera lying 
two and . three indies thick on die ground. A great 
portion of the island is covered with forests of olive^ 
trees, of the greatest beauty, and planted in long and 
majestic rows : and the wilder .and loftier parts are 
thickly scattered over with sturdy plants of the deaatcr, 
the oil of which is reckoned snperknr to thattif tiw 
domesticated species; its produce is too small to be 
available as a crop, but the tame olive grafted, on. these 
stems, bears abundantly in three or four years. 

The Ionian isknds OEpcatedto Venioe 8000 tooa; but 
the cultivation of the olive^ree. was proaidtad by boonties, 
and maintained by penalties, which have been removed ; 
this forced production has therefore diminished to 4000 
tims. The island of . Mitykne^ and the caast of ^vali, 
, can export, it has been supposed, in .h:fovatMt-:yua», 
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220,000 tons — Kgypt, which formerly imported, will soon 
be able to export. The coast of Barbary, according tA 
the testummy of those engaged in the traffic, may ht 
made to furnidi, with proper administration, and with 
a steady and regular demand, and consequently with 
diminished charges, 30 to 40,000 tons. Putting these 
facts together, we may rest assured that England may 
triple or quadruple her demand for oil without unduly 
augmenting its price. A momentary increase of price 
would take place if a sudden demand were opened, but 
that increase would tell on France, and other countries, 
now enjoying, in all the manufactures requiring oil, an 
unfiiir advantage oyer us, but of our own mating. 

It will prove that such a mass of production and con- 
sumption must possess great elasticity, and, independently 
of the facilities of augmenting the production which 
sliall afterwards be pointed out, it is clear that a slight 
increase of price in Europe, were the fiscal and habitual 
barriers removed, would suffice to draw westward some 
tens of thousands of tons annually even from the stock 
which at present exists. 

The chief obstacle to all improvement is, of course, 
want of capital among the cultivators. Though the 
cost price to our merchants, or at Malta, averages 20/. 
per ton, yet the cultivator seldom receives IStl,; an 
increased demand will therefore benefit the cultivator, 
and indirectly improve the quality of the produce, without 
enhancing the price to the foreign merchant — ^perhaps 
even may we anticipate a redueticm of price from the 
emancipation of ^tie cultivators from accapareursy and 
also from this, that the chief resource of tlie peasant, 
when his fields were plundered, being the olive and the 
mulberry, he had to look to these two articles for. a larger 
share of his subsistence. 
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An increased demand would benefit the producer, and 
improve the resources of the country : — first, by utilising 
their present resources; seoondly, by improving their 
mode of extracting the oil ; thirdly, in the preparation 
of proper vessels for keeping and transporting it ; and 
fourthly, by improving and extending the cultivation of 
the trees; and an increased demand for oil would be 
more beneficially Mt than any other, as, while it offers 
the same proportional rewards to labour and industry, 
it would instantaneously create value: in inany parts of 
the country, the fruit of the olive-tree, moulders use- 
lessly on the spot where it grew. Open a demand for 
currants, and you benefit a few hundred proprietors. 
For silk, you require labour and ci^tal to be advanced. 
For any agricultural produce, it must be sowed and 
watched, and waited for ; but create a deniand for oil, 
you utilise that which exists, which is immediately pro- 
ductive, which benefits the whole mass of labourers, and 
adds value to every acre of land*. 

The onblem and the gifl of Minerva may be oon> 
sidered the staple and the inheritance of Greece. The 
olive of Attica, multiplied under the too anxious care of 
Athenian legislation, still covers its valleys and its plains ; 
but in the Morea, its culture marks the sway of Venice ; 
and in the central parts, where that sway did not extend, 
there are scarcely any. The Turks, who in general left 
interests to adjust themselves, have left no practical 
records of social improvements introduced by their care; 
perhaps the only instance of their direct, interference is, 
against the culture of the olive-t ree t hey cut down 
SOfiOO in Hydra, that the Hydriotes might turn their 

* At the period that this paper was written, several projects 
had been entertained for benefitting Greece ; the reduction of 
the duty on currants, for iostance. 
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dttentkm exclunvely to the sea. The Venetuuis, who 

sought in their foreign possessions the means of pro- 
ducing cheap and abundant supplies, gave, as the Athei 
iiiaiia» bounties for the planting of olive-trees^ so that th« 
Ionian islandsy under their administiwdoD^ 1[?<yamft foiesta 
of them ; but they prohibited the exportation, except to 
Venice, which neutralised the benefits of the increased 
production ; and they rigorously prohibited their being 
cut down, so that, in prooess of time^ in jfchese ishuids, mi 
in the plains of Athens, these trees, which m idsptwl tn 
light and hilly soils, occupied exdusivdy the low and 
rich lands, and while they require light and air, and a 
free exposure, were crowded together in confined spaces 
and ahcUered valleys, to the kyinfy of jtreea and 'craprv 
and to-frequeafit^rirics of eirtife failute; - beeanse^ Ranted in 
the early part of the seaakm, they are'snbjict to blights 
in March, which in some places destroy every, third 

CMp. * ' • 

COST OF FBODUCXXOJS. 

" . . . • • 

Bri fiibtborp estimatea the prodiace of tine best IvM at 
IH cwts. <Wa1pole^ Turkey, Yd. I., p. l&L) Tins nmjr 

be a bare possibility ; at Naxos a gigantic tree is shown, 
which bears traces of the remotest antiquity, its trunk 
resembling neUwork^ which is said to.jproduce that quan- 
tity. BeaMjinir strikes the average at iiO .French Jbs.| 
And this waa at Athens, under the vnfamimbleiarcunN 
stances above indicated. The average may be 80 lbs., the 
trees occupying the intervals of fields or ridges, or bor* 
dering vineyards, and receiving no 'lother cultuxi^ save 
that wbidi, independent of them, was appUed to the seiL 
Buii'let us suppose that thejr ocesqpiied exdiuflivei^ the 
soil, and allowing 120 trees to the acre, at 80 lbs. per 
tree, we shall have li tons per acre, and, as the produce 
is biennial, | of a ton annually, — say the culture of the 
acre, covered with trees, and the expenses cf extraetiori^ 
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amount to 3/., which certainly is above the mark. Then 
allow 1/. lOs. goyernment tax on land, trees, and teoe- 
mentB, this will give 4i, per acre, or 6^. per ton, cost 
prioe; but to this must be added interest on value of trees, 

which must vary with circumstances, and this variation, 
and the immediate adapta|;ions of interests and expecta- 
tions to it, is, perhaps, one cause of the great elasticity of 
oommerce and production throughout the East. 

On the spot where these details were collected and this 
calculation was made (Naxos, in 1829), the peasant 
sold his oil at li piastre per oke, or 10/. per ton, and 
considered himself amply remunerated, although three 
months after, or in January 1880, it had risen in the 
neighbouring market of Syra to ftSU* 

Perhaps the price of oil is more steady than that of 
any other article, and its value imder the Republic of 
Venice* may be taken for a criterion of its future value, 
since then the price was sufficiently high to extend the 
eultivatian of the olive-tree^ and it seems likdy that in 
future, the increasing demand for oil will raise its value 
above the regular rate of profit, as the shores of the 
Mediterranean, or rather the trees actually standing, 
whether domesticated or yet wild, will have, for fifteen 
or twenty years to come, the monopoly of the supply. 
The supply from Naples is increasinrr at the rate of 
two or three per cent, per annum. Cultivation, it 
is true, is increasing in France, and a considerable 
saving of oil, by the improved process of extracting it, 
has been effected. In Apulia and Calabria, withm the 
last two years, a great number of olive-trees have been 
planted, and the French method of extracting has, two 

* The Ionian oil was estimated at Venice (in 1 794), at two 

sequins the barrel, or 10/. per ton. 

o 
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years ago, been introduced at Bui; when it becomes 
general, the saving, both of expense and of oil, will be 
much greater than in France^ as theit previous method 

was more rtide ; in the cultivation of the trees, also, there 
is great room and some prospect of improvement. 

•.But with the supply, the demand of France is increas- 
ing, so that there is no chance of exportation from that 
country, or even of a diminution of her present im])or- 
tation of 80,000 tons ; on the contrary, the merchants 
of Marseilles conceive that their trade in oil and export 
of soap might be very materially increased. They have 
demanded free importation of oil, or at least, greater 
fadlifies than they possess at present (owing prin- 
cipally to the navigation laws, foreign vessels paying 
an additional 10 per cent , the trade being carried on 
in foreign vessels, the cargoes have to be transferred at 
Nic^ Sardinia, &c., to French bottoms, and but for this 
facility of evading the law made to protect the interests 
of Marseilles, probably Marseilles would have had no 
partici})ation in tiiis iuiniense and lucrative traffic), and 
showing that by lowering tlie price of the Levant oil, 
from which soap is made, that not only would great 
benefit flow to the internal soap trade, and its export to 
neighbouring countries, but that it would give to France 
the entire siij)p]y of the Brazils, and indeed of North and 
South America. 

In fact, the demand for oleaginous substances is un- 
equal to the supply. The demand outstrips the supply, 
as the table of prices above given must alone suffice to 
prove; this disturbance of industrial interests is no doubt 
occasioned by England's having restricted her enormous 
consumption to tallow from the north. There exists 
fortunately, however, vast stores of a superior substance 
available, but neglected, around the idioresof the Levant. 
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It is high time for England to ceaae to do herself this 
injustice. It is high time for her to become sensible of 
the adrantages she has neglected — before the oil 

growing country passes under the dominion of the almost 
exclusive holder of tallow*. 

• This exdusioh might be intelligible, or at least would 
be on a par with other commercia] Ibliies, if England had 
oil grounds, but fortunatdy» England has none (except- 
ing lliipe and Linseed). 

Do we debar ourselves from this most important article, 
to force into use the inferior but favoured produce of 
some country, unrestrictedly admitting our manufactures? 
Precisely the reverse— we use the inferior article from a 
country that excludes our cottons-f-, woollens, or hard 
ware. W e exclude the better article Ironi a country that 
takes what we have to give, without restriction, without 
eipbarraflsing regulations, and almost without customs. 

But perhaps our foreign customers, the Americans, ^ 
S:c., prefer the soap made of tallow ? just the reverse — 
America supplies itself from Spain, and from France, 
which imports the oil we neglect, to the entire exclusion 

• The Government Bank has lately advanced 500,000/., to 
enable the Russian merchants to bold on their tallow, and 
force up its price ; this operation may put in the pockets of 
those interested at St. Petersburgh ft or 300,000/. 

f Russia imported from England, in 1833, cottons, value 
1,259,96 of which 1,136,787/. was for twist, which she is not 
yet able to do without, but very soon will be, leaving 123,177/. 
for cotton stuffii, so large a portion of our former trade with 
Russia. Turkey, the same year, imported cottons 77B,4tftL, 
of which, yarn 88,759/., leaving for stuffs, 689,683/. (Egypt 
and Barbary included); since then, the exportations to 
Russia are decreasing, as for the last ten years, and those to 
Turkey, increasing. 
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of jElngland. The small export of soap that takes plactt» 
it IB consequence of the importation of palm oil ham 
AfHca, greatly Inferior to the olive oi]» bat whidi pays 
only 109. per ton. 

Butthen perliaps, by our actual system we secure a more 
steady and cheaper supply — far from it — to the nega- 
tive and privatiye injury inflicted on us as oonsumersy 
as manufiMSturers, and aa merchantSy by the use of the 
inferior article, must be added the positive loss incurred 
by the price, as regards its value, of that inferior article 
being higher than the other. 

As a last reason that perhaps might be urged in favor 
of our present S3rstem» let us suppose it to be argued^ 
that the rendering ourselves dependent on dl, might 
endanger this brancli of industry, if supplies were cut 
off by war — the objection indeed could scarcely be 
seriously at honestly made, but how could our sup> 
plies in war be cut off? either by the refusal of the 
supplying country to permit the exportation, or by those 
supplies being intercepted by superior force at sea. This 
subdivision of the objection is a sufficient answer. But 
what was the fact during the war. We were paying 
100/. per ton to Russia for her tallow» while in the 
Levant, olive oil was retailed at the rate of 86/. per 
ton, and not only was the sea open to us, but our vessels, 
which carried to Salonica, &c., goods to be smuggled 
into Europe, returning in ballast. Here we have an 
enormous production of a most essential object of con- 
sumption, a most essential ingredient entering into 
various processes, a raw material, necessary for various 
manufactures on which tlie prosperity and greatness of 
this country depends. Yet England does not share in 
the distribution of this object— she onploys a substitute 
of which the supply is Umited, and which is rising in 
price, while all other objects are falling. 
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It if needless to enter into minute calculations^ to prove 
what must be evident to whoever has given this or anj 
dmilar question the dightest attention ; and that is, that 

' our TarifF has produced this effect, and that for 20,0001. 
yearly accruing to the treasury (for this is the only 
motive although a fallacy in itself), the public fortune 
has been injured directly, and demonstrably to the 
amount of 200,000l.» negatively perhaps to ten times that 
amount. Power given to a government that excludes 
our commerce from her territory into which new states 
are gradually incorporating, and the peace of the world 
placed beyond salvation, by the wealth furnished to the 
only aggressive power which wants but money to become 
irresistible. 
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Critical Notieet on the Former Ediiiont of 
ENGLAND, FRANCE, RUSSIA, AND TURKEY. 



** A pamphlet hu reeently been pubHshed by Ridowat, entitled Eng' 

land, France, Russia, and Tnrketj, whith we suspect will receive in many 
quarters a deeper, and perhaps wore uneasy attention, than is often be« 
stowed upon publicationt not nrowedly from an official source. The ob- 
jects of this work are to demonstrate — Itt. The gulf which now yawns for 
the Turkish empire;— '2nd. The ruinous consequeiiees which must follow 
the seizure of Constantinople ami the Dardatielles hy Russia; — '6rd. The 
facility with whicli Turkey may even now he saved, hy an easy and prompt 
etfort of British policy, which would electrify and reanimate the whole 
benumbed iraiue of the Turkish nation, and paralyze the system of Russian 
encroachment for whole centuries. This pamphlet traces, with a minute 
and elaborate, hut powerful pencil, the whole conduct of the Russian 
cabinet during the last few years. Ho small share of the author's know- 
ledge and acuteness is devoted to the exhibition of the polidy to which 
England and France have been betrayed by Russia, and through which 
they have beconte tier unconscious confederates in a scheme of which the 
profits are exclusively for her. 

" Almost at tlie rirst page we see stated distinctly, a general proposi- 
tion, of which the author never subsequently loses sight. We quote the 
passage, as an introduction only to the more remarkable disquisitions and 
narratives by uhidi it is afterwards illustrated, and the riiKs ot action 
which the author would deduce from it, fur tiie corrections id our fornicr 
errors, explained and recommended. We must soon and seriously return 
to it, partly for its own imiiortance, and in part for the sake of doing 
justice to tlic knowledge, sagacity, and force, with which it lias been 
treated by the yet unknown author." — Times, Dee. 1884. 

" There is an article in The Qttta^rly licview, No. 105, which is making 
some noise. I allude to an extraordinarily well-concocted article on a 

pamp-hlct, entitled * England, France, Russia, and Turkey.* Extracts 
from it are being translated for the perusal of the Sultan, who will read 
with pleasure so able an exposition of the interests of himself and his two 
friends ; and who will see, with sincere satia&ction, that there are men in 

England who take a just view of his position. I have some authority for 

saying this." — Letter jrum Constantiuuidc to the Herald, June 2. 

•* Having so much matter to compress into a short review, we must con- 
tent ourselves with referring such of our readers as will not take our ipse 
dixit, to the able and eloquent pamphlet, the title of which stands at the 
head of this article, whore they will find tlu-se positions maintained with 
argument capable of overwhelming all scepticism on the subject." — Foreign 
QmurterlyRet^Wylfo.XXlX. 

" We earnestly recommend this work to every well-wisher to the human • 
race." — Morning Advertiser, 

** * England, France, Russia, and Turkey.' Such is the title of a very 
remarkable pamphlet, which has just been translated from the English. 
This essay is a vehement placUoijer against Russia. It matters little that 
the advocacy be vehement, so that it is just — that it is true. Truth loses 
nothing of its foree from being preached with ardour. This publication, 
with perfect knowledge of tlie subjert. lays hare all the details of the East- 
ern question. The author is thoroughly aci^uainted with Turkey ; and 



Digitized by Google 



Critical Notice*, ^c> 



tbe combinatioiiB hf which Rnnia has eitablidied orer Tmkey a protee- 

torate menacing to Europe, he denounces to the world, sparing, in his 
rude frankness; neither the indolence of England, nor the subserviency of 
France, to the designs of Russia." — Journal des Debats, July 18. 

" Tbe author himself declares that his opinions have not been formed 
in • eabinet, or at a distance fVora the countries of which he treats— ^tliat 
profound conviction has dictated every word — that no syllable has been 

set down without mature deliberation. The oiiental question is one 
which is tu be considered as one of the most important and most urgent 
that the press has ever yet had to treat. Our catnnet alone feigns not to 
comprehend its wei^rht, that it may escape the con&equences of such a 

conviction." — Courricr Franqois, July 25. 

" For the thoroufrh invcstiffation <tf the questions, and more especially of 
the means by which the Turkish empire may be invigorated and defended, 
we must remr our readers to the translation of the English publics* 
tion, where they are exposed with a remarkable acquaintance with Euro- 
pean diplomacy, and of the state of af^rs in the East. There, for the 
Bftt time perhaps, a subject so imfKirtant to the future destimea of Eu- 
rope, appears devdoped in all its details." — Con^UyHmmel, Jufy I9ik. 

*' The action of Rusria on Turkey — ^the treaty of Adrianople, of Unldar 

Skellesi — the convention of St Petersbtnrgh, have been so completely 
laid bare in ' England^ France, Russia, and Turkey,' that we need offer 
no remark on the subiect ; no attempt has been made to controvert any 
of its pontions; no doubt seems even to remain as to their truth. That 
essay is too succinct to admit of useful citation; it cannot be analyzed, 
because it is itself a condensed analysis of an overwhelming subject. We 
nmst content ourselves widi urging it on our readers' attentioD.*' — BrUMt 
mud Foreigm Revieto. 

** Tbe effect of this publication on opinion fai England is perhaps un- 
paralleled. The question interests now,becattse rendered intelligibie."-~> 

Foreign Quarterly Review f No. XXX. 

The analysis of that remarkable document (the treaty of Adrianople) 
contained in the pamphlet from which we have already largely quoted, 
is BO able that we must be excused for extracting it.'* — (^uirterfy Review, 
Na CV. 

" We must quote a passage from the masterly pamphlet of a gentleman 

to whom this country is indebted for the only practical details ever yet 
published concerning the designs of Russia against Turkey. H h reasoning 
derives great force, not only from the unstudied eloquence of his diction, 
but from what is of still more value, his personal knowledge and ex<> 
perience." — Morning Chronicle, 
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